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‘We need a 

global ethic’ 

says the Irish woman 
tipped to head the UN 
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Mary Robinson, who arrives in 
London today for the Cist of- 
ficial visit to Britain by a Irish 
President, has been denied the 
chance of speaking to the joint 
Houses of Parliament She will 
not be granted her wish to fol- 
low Jacques Chirac, the Presi- 
dent of France, who addressed 
both houses last month. 

Officials deny any snub. But 
it seems that tlie Government 
feared allowing the Irish head 
of state to address MPs during 
.-r delicate negotiations for next 
week's all-party talks on North- 
ern Ireland's future. 

The derision comes as Mrs 
Robinson is poised to become 
one of the world's most influ- 
ential leaders. She is widely 
=;•- tipped to unseat Boutros 
\ , . Boutros-Ghali and take over as 
4 "> • United Nations' Secrrtary-Gen- 
t era] in January. He has become 
f- increasingly unpopular for be- 
C mg too aloof, antagonising the 
Americans and falling to over- 
wff haul the UN bureaucracy. 

A Sir Anthony Parsons. 
!■ Britain's former Permanem 
’M Representative to the UN. con- 
finned Mrs Robinson is a strong 
■I runner for the job. “The Irish 
have the advantage that none of 
La the permanent members of the 
f 3 Security Council would proba- 
■ h bly veto their candidate. 

, fiL "“Ireland is well respected. It 

jy has contributed to UN peace- 
!> keeping since 1 956. It’s neutral 

and has a close affinity to the 
f t . non-aligned movement There 
£4 ! ' is a lot of stroppiness in the UN 
about the lack of women rep- 
' resent a lives in the UN secre- 
;V tariate: appointing a woman 
2tl would deal with that criticism. 

“Mary Robinson is popular 
■a*, and has shown sound judge- 
Wf . ment, having helped bridge the 
» gap6 in Northern Ireland, by go- 

» ing to Bdlsst and shalring haods 
with Gerry Adams while re- 
maining on good terms with the 
Unionists. Politics in the Re- 
p.’t" public is a rough and tumble af- 
fail. But she has squared a lot 
K- Of circles, rising above the all- 
Fi‘, male. Flaherty's bar style of Irish 
9? politics. She has demonstrated 
^ independence while avoiding se- 
.3; vere criticism. And being Irish 
is certainly a leg-up in the US.” 

On the eve of her trip the 
Irish President was guarded in 
■if i a interview with the Indepen - 
dent, acknowledging that there 

had been informal approaches 

'’ about the UN post. “I am not 
a. candidate or seeking the po- 
- sition. I have made clear that my 

focus is on completing my term 
as president," she said. But she 
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Players face high 
price for high-jinks 

• Fines will be imposed on 
■ England players for the alleged 
high-jinks on the flight home- 
from Hong Kong, national 
coach Terry Venables an- 
. noouced last nigh 1 - But he will 
- Ddt publicly pillory any one 
"nkhviduaJ. “The England squad 
Has accepted collective re- 
-Sppnsibflity for what has hap- 
pened. Tlie matter is now being 
dealt with internally,” he said. 
.Tit said three players were 

-L-i. M ,1 * 


en .the btatoe publicly for the 
alleged £5,000 damage to the 
Cathay Pacific flight Page 24 

Elastic revolution 

Tfesco increased the stakes ia the 
supermarket loyalty battle yes- 
terday when it announced plans 
. .for a new budget account card 

. IhaLwill offer for better iater- 
Vl rates than traditional banks 
and building societies. Page 3 

Food for thought 

' Scientists have coined a new 
phrase to describe the Con- , 
■ sumption of foods' which: are 
partially to blame for. the i 
epidemic of obesity in the ^Vest I 
—passive over-eating. Page4 I 


Interview by 
Jack O’Sullivan 

left open the possibility of res- 
ignation. “1 have a very strong 
commitment to human rights. 
I can’t deny it. So if it went to 
the wire about this position, I 
would have to weigh all the op- 
tions which would be very dif- 
ficult.” 

Mis Robinson may be fol- 
lowing the strategy of Perez de 
Cuellar, who stayed out of the 
ring in 1981 until the incumbent. 
Kurt ^^fcldheira, was vetoed. Mr 
de Cuellar emerged as the fig- 
ure no-oue objected to. It may 
be, for the same reason, why Ire- 
land wins the Eurovision Song 

‘Ihave a strong 
commitment to 
human rights . . . 
if it went to the 
wire about this 
position, I would 
have to weigh all 
the options’ 

Contest year after year, that an 
Irish candidate would be simi- 
larly successful. 

If appointed, Mrs Robinson 
would be the first woman to 
hold one of the most important 
posts in world leadership, at a 
time of demand for figure- 
heads who can strike a chord in- 
ternationally- Many believe her 
abilities as a moralist place her 
in the same league as Nelson 
Mandela and the Czech Re- 
public’s Vaclav HaveL 
This week's visit - including 
lunch with John Major tomor- 
row and the Queen on Thurs- 
day - will highlight her 
diplomatic skills. Her prede- 
cessors had never visited 
Britain- Geoige V was the last 
British monarch to take the boat 
the other way. travelling in 
1913 to a troublesome corner of 
his then kingdom, soon to be 
plunged into the 1916 Easter 
Rising, civil war and separation 
from Britain. 

Mrs Robinson has built 
bridges. Her revisionist story of 
modern Ireland eschews old bit- 
terness. Irishness is presented 
as proudly European, standing 
for diversity, pluralism and in- 
ternationalism - all values 
which this radical, liberal left- 


wing, feminist bolds dearest. It 
fits longstanding efforts of the 
Resident, a Catholic monied to 
a Protestant, to reach out to Ul- 
ster’s Unionist community: she 
resigned from the Irish Labour 
party in 1985, saying the Anglo- 
Irish Agreement was unfair to 
Unionists. 

Two historical events - emi- 
gration and the 1840’s Great 
Potato Famine - once sources 
of bitterness, inform her revised 
national story. “Emigration,” 
she said, “is no longer some- 
thing with a finality that is ^aH 
The experience helps us see 
Irishness as not simply territo- 
rial It opens us to those in 
Northern Ireland, whose sense 
of identity is more British than 
Irish.” As for the famine: “It 
leads us to a strong identifica- 
tion with poverty, human rights 
and self-development” 

All this goes down well with 
those, particularly Third Warid 
countries, who want her as Sec- 
retary-General. Asked what 
role that post should involve, 
she said. “There is a seeking for 
a global ethic, hi a world that 
seems to have lost all spiritual 
cohesiveness, many people feel 
we need an educal basis that val- 
ues religions, that vahies a sec- 
ular tradition and is thoughtful 
about others.” 

She touched on another vi- 
tal issue for the UN - civil war, 
the crucial form of conflict in an 
age when global war grows Jess 
likely and inter-state war is go- 
ing out of fashion. “We haven't 
property addressed the emerg- 
ing democracies. It is as though 
we think that because they have 
opted for democracy, they have 
solved the problem,” she said. 

In the coming months, Mrs 
Robinson has a chance to 
demonstrate her peace-mak- 
ing powers. As the beef war 
rages, the Republic, with its 
close affinity to Britain and 
enthusiasm for Europe, could 
play an important role. It takes 
over the rotating presidency of 
the EU later this month. 

“We will seek to be a bridge, 
to be helpful, to minimise the 
difficult issues,” said Mrs 
Robinson. “We would do this 
both for philosophical and also 
for bread and butter reasons. It 
would be good for Ireland if 
Britain were to have a morepos- 
itive aspect and be benefiting 
more and contributing more to 
what is happening at the Euro- 
pean leveL The world will be 
watching, evert if the Houses of 
Parliament are not. 

European crisis, pages 
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Diplomatic: Mary Robinson said of ireiand’s coming EU presidency: *We will seek to be 
a bridge, to be helpful, to minimise the difficult Issues’ Photograph: Maxwell 


What’s in a gnome? About £lm 



4ft high garden gnome 


DAVID LISTER, 

Arts News Editor 

This was just a garden gnome 

until its owner discovered art 
history. 

Covered in white paint and 
moss, the 4ft high marble stat- 
ue of Cbpid Stood at the bottom 
of a Wat Country garden for 
years- It has now "been identi- 
fied as by Canova, the neo- 
classical sculptor responsible 
for the Three Graces, and ex- 
perts said yesterday that it 
should fetch more than Elm 
at auction. 

If you cannot find yOur for- 
tune in the garden, try the cel- 
lar. As we reveal on page 5 
today, ' an Oxford student 
opened the basement of a col- 
lege bouse to find a moulder- 
ing collection of some of the 
finest names in post-war art. 
That is also worth £1®. 

Still no luck? Maybe the sit- 
ting room. Last week a piece of 
paper was pulled out from un- 
dera sofa in a Suffolk house. It 
contained notes for a speech by 
a man named Washington; first 
name George. It is expected to 
fetch £150.000 at auction. 


Spring-cleaning has never 
been so lucrative. What is going 
on? Is no comer of bouse or gar- 
den free from art treasures? 

Psychologically, the urge to 
ferret in the attic or under gar- 
den bushes is a seasonal one, 
and householders tend to go on 
heat whenever a series of The 
Antiques Roadshow is on tele- 
virion, js H feat the moment. 

Bui David Barrie, director of 
the National Art Collections 
Fund, believes that there are 
practical reasons too. “The art 
market is be ginning to pick up 
after the stamp of the Eighties," 
he said, “and people may well 
have been sitting on treasures 
[literally in the case of the 
Washington manuscript] which 
they are now putting on the 
market 

“The National Lottery has pul 
art more into the news, and mu- 
seums and galleries are buying 
more works of art, so people 
might be looking hander. And 
there s an enormous amount of 
art out there in private hands 
which changes in fashion can 
make valuable. Posters are now 
much sought after.” 

So best check the walls, too. 



And often Revealed in its 
glory as Canova’s statue 
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From our frontline correspondents 

Eurocrats 
in retreat, 
heavy losses 

Light and heavy ministerial 
detachments move in 

‘Hopes high for 
Florence breakout’ 


British forces struck a fresh blew 
for justice in the Great Beef War 
yesterday. launching a three- 
pronged offensive in Luxem- 
bourg. They shot down 25 
European initiatives. Sadly, 
many of them were ones that 
Britain itself had launched. Bui 
war is hell and friendly fire can 
be devastating. 

The beef war. now in its sec- 
ond week, is proving increas- 
ingly hard for the Government 
as i{ is forced to inflict repeat- 
ed casualties on its own feet. 
The price of semen, gelatine and 
tallow is high, but that has not 
deterred our forces. 

Light and heavy ministerial 
detachments moved into Lux- 
embourg as Kenneth Garke, 
Douglas Hogg and Eric Forth 
fought the second battle of the 
Ardennes. Surrounded by hos- 
tile bureaucratic forces, they 
were repeatedly ordered to'sur- 
render; but as with the gallant 
Americans who were caught at 
Bastogne in 1944. the defiant 
answer came back: “Nuts?” 

Anti-fraud laws, the fight 
against racism and the elections 
in Bosnia have had little in com- 
mon until yesterday. But one- 
by-one ministers moved into the 
front line and stopped all these 
advances in their tracks. Cor- 
respondents in the field report 
that the British Euro-sceptic 
Expeditionary Force is hitting 
back in strength. 

Apart from a phrase book 
listing numerous ways to say 
“no”, our bovs have the bene- 


fit of Whitehall’s latest piece of 
beef war technology. This is a 
121-page study of eradication 
measures for BSE. intended to 
stun even the most dogged 
Continental bureaucrats into an 
early surrender. 

And today, military censors 
allow us to reveal, Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
will engage the enemy at a 
meeting of justice ministers, 
also in Luxembourg. He will 
take on proposals to combat the 
illegal employment of immi- 
grants and to improve anti-ter- 
rorist tactics. He will also block 
the 1997 drugs unit budget of 
the Europol police agency. The 
Wit Office in London expects 
a famous victory. 

Further engagements are 
confidently expected. The For- 
eign Secretary, Malcolm 
Rifkind, and Mr Hogg will be 
striking at the heart of enemy 
territory today, visiting Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl in Berlin 
this morning and Jacques San- 
ter. President of the Commis- 
sion, in Brussels, this afternoon, 
followed by further meetings in 
Bonn, Pans and Rome. War 
Office sources describe these 
moves as a ‘"charm offensive”. 

How long will the war con- 
tinue? Our rtaff tell us that heavy 
political casualties may result at 
Florence, Italy, later this month 
if no breakthrough has 
occurred. JWHamcnUuy sources 
report that the Prime Minister 
and Mrs Major are in good 
heart. God Save the Queen. 
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news 


Independent’ 
reporters win 
media praise 


Robert Fisk (right). The Inde- 
pendent’s Middle East Corre- 
spondent, was last night 
declared the winner of the For- 
eign Press Association’s 1996 
British Media Awards for his re- 
porting on Algeria. 


The award was given for “the 
best foreign story written in the 
British press by a UK journalist 
based overseas". 

It was Robert’s third award 
this year. His reporting has now 
earned him 14 awards, includ- 


ing British international Joumalisi 
of the Year seven times, the 
“What the Papers Say" award 
twice, the United Nations Press 
Award, the Johns Hopkins- 
SA1S-CIBA Prize for Interna- 
tional Journalism, the Irish 


Radio Jacobs Award and the 
James Cameron Award. 

The Independent’s Robert 
Block was commended for his 
reporting on Bosnia, and Sarah 
Helm was commended for her 
reporting on Croatia. 



Arafat: ‘fight peace of the brave’ 


JOHN LICHFIELD 

Yasser Arafat and John Major 
yesterday culled on the new 
right-wing Israeli prime minis- 
ter to have the bra wry to pur- 
sue I he Middle East peace 
process and resume Lradi with- 
drawals from the West Bank (his 
month. 

The Palestinian leader, mak- 
ing his first public appearance 
since the Israeli election, was 
talking to reporters in Downing 
Street after a one hour con- 
versation with the Prime Min- 
ister. 

Mr Major invited the new Is- 
raeli premier. Binyamin Ne- 
tanyahu. who won Iasi week’s 
election by u hair's breadth, to 
come to London. But he also 
urged him to respeet the peace 
accords and. in particular, to 
withdraw as planned from He- 
bron. the lasL large Palestinian 
town under Jewish control. 

Israeli withdrawal from He- 
bron was postponed because of 
the election until 12 June. But 
the Likud leader has spoken of 
maintaining control of the city 
for several years. The decision 
is seen as one of the key early 
indicators of Mr Netanyahu's in- 
tentions: will he pursue the 
hard line taken during the 
elution campaign or the more 
compromising attitude implied 
by some of his post-victory 
statements? 

Mr Arafat urged Mr Ne- 
tanyahu to respect the with- 
drawal date and his comments 
were endorsed by Mr Major. 
The Prime Minister also called 
on the Israelis to lift restrictions 
on movement between the West 
Bank and Gaza 

Asked what message he 
would like to send to Mr Ne- 
tanyahu, Mr Arafat said: -To 
continue the peace process, 
the peace of the brave which wc 
have signed with my partners. 



Yasser Arafat in Downing Street: Appealed to Major and the international community to bring pressure on Netanyahu Photograph: Brian Harris 


Yitzha 

Peres." 


Rabin and Shimon 


“We are cormniued to the 
peace process. We are com- 
mitted to what has been signed 
and we hope that the others will 
be committed equally like us." 

"We respect the democratic 
choice of the Israeli people in 
the last election and we all 


hope we will continue the peace 
process with them." 

Mr Arafat thanked Britain 
“from the bottom of my heart" 
for its help in promoting a 
Middle East settlement so far. 
He made a thinly disguised call 
to London, and the rest of the 


international community, to 
bring pressure on the new hard- 
line Israeli administration to 
pursue the efforts begun in 
Oslo in 1993. 

Earlier, after meeting mem- 
bers of parliament, Mr Arafat 
said the Israeli-Paiestinian rap- 


prochement was facing a “new 
challenge. " “Can we protect 
it or not? I can't forget that my 
partner, Yitzhak Rabin, has 
lost his life for the peace ..." 

Despite reports that the 
Palestinian President had been 
severely jolted by the election 


result. MP’s found him in ebul- 
lient mood. Labour MP Ernie 
Ross, who chairs a parliamen- 
tary group on Palestine, said : 
"He was in an effervescent 
mood. He was in no way de- 
pressed or downhearted." 

Hebron pays price. Page 10 


Sixty secret mustard gas sites 



CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

More than 60 sites across 
Britain, officially declared 
“safe ", have been contaminat- 
ed by deadly mustard gas. which 
remains effective for decades . 
These sites are in addition to 
the eight sites officially de- 
clared by the Government un- 
der the Chemical Weapons 
Convention. 

Attempts to clean up the 60- 
plus sites over the last 40 yeare 


were often botched, leaving 
significant amounts of the high- 
ly corrosive, persistent chemi- 
cal agent in the soil. Detailed 
records of the chemicals stored 
at the sites have been lost, ac- 
cording to evidence uncovered 
by a television documentary to 
he screened on Thursday. 

Under the Chemical 
Weapons Convention, which 
Britain has just ratified . the 
Government is obliged to de- 
clare sites where chemical 
weapons were manufactured 
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or stored. The four production 
facilities were Randle in 
Cheshire. Nancekuke near Re- 
druth. Sutton Oak. near St He- 
lens and Valley in Chvyd. There 
were also four forward filling de- 
pots at Barnham Heath in Nor- 
folk. Thetford, Norton Disney 
near UncolnXords Bridge in 
Cambridgeshire and WesfCoi- 
tingwilh near York. 

But according to Julian 
Hendy. producer of the film for 
Yorkshire TV's “3-D” series, 
there are more than 60 other 
sites, mainly former RAF and 
US Air Force bases, where op- 
erational records show Mustard 
gas was stored and then im- 
perfectly disposed of. Sites de- 
clared clear had yielded 
between 20 and 120 mustard gas 
bombs. One site, at Riseley in 


Bedfordshire, was declared 
“safe" by the MoD in 198S. In- 
vestigators then found conta- 
mination levels 130,000 times 
those considered safe, and last 
year the MoD admitted the site 
was still not clear. 

The Yorkshire TV team in- 
vestigated one of the sites at 
Duncombe Park, near Helms- 
ley. North Yorkshire, where 
12-year old Peter Turner found 
eight Mustard Gas canisters - 
four of them fell - and nine 
Phosphorous bombs in tree 
stumpsd. The team visited the 
site, which yielded three more 
canisters. Laboratory lests 
identified substances including 
Dithianc and oxathiane which 
are believed to be from the 
breakdown of mustard gas. 

Although chemical weapons 


were very rarefy used in action 
in the Second World war, 
Britain and the US stockpiled 
huge quantities in case they 
were needed. In 1940-41, 
Britain planned to use chemi- 
cal weapons to help repel any 
German invasion of the British 
Isles. More stocks were 
amassed in 194243. in case they 
were needed to bomb Ger- 
many. and in 1944, in case the 
Germans used them against 
the D-Day landings, as a de- 
terrent and for retaliation. 
More slocks were produced af- 
ter the war. against the Soviet 
threat, but the build-up of 
chemical weapons ceased from 
the mid-1950s, when nuclear 
weapons became available. 

Because mustard gas, a per- 
sistent agenL is extremely cor- 


rosive, it was not loaded into 
bombs but kept in huge tanks 
at the forward filling depots. 

It is understood that large 
stocks of mustard gas were de- 
stroyed in the 1960s and 1970s, 
by firing bullets at the canisters 
and then dousing the soil with 
bleach. However, the decont- 
amination measures were often 
inadequate. 

Hie documentary obtained a 
copy of an internal MoD doc- 
ument from last year about the 
clearance of the site at Barn- 
ham, which was highly critical 
of earlier attempts by the Prop- 
erty Services’ Agency (PSA) to 
“dear" iL A team from RAF 
Wittering found 16 live mustard 
gas bomte, each 45 inches irufi- 
ameter. A “second sweep" has 
been carried out. 


Forces’ fear 
over sale of 
MoD houses 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

David Hart, the spedal advis- 
er to the Defence Secretary, 
Michael Portillo, was yesterday 
targeted by a former Chief of 
Staff over the sale service quar- 
ters to the private sector. 

Field Marshall Lord Bramah 
protested in the House of Lords 
that “special advisers cany 
more weight than the Prime 
Minister", who had given as- 
surances that the uncertainty 
facing the armed forces was 
over. 

There is growing opposition 
among Tory MPs to the £1 .6bn 
sale of the houses, which is seen 
as a privatisation loo far. Mr 
Hart is believed to have been 
highly influential in persuading 
Mr Portillo lo put the married 
quarters up for sale. 

Senior Tore MRs are con- 
cerned about the plan to sell the 
whole of the estate, involving 
55.000 homes, lo a single bid- 
der. reported lo be a Japanese 
bank A total ofl9 bids were 
made for the houses which 
have a rental income of £107 
million a year, and 2,700 are va- 
canL 

The Defence Secretary’s 
spedal adviser has been a con- 
troversial figure at the Ministry 
of Defence, and some Tory 
MPs are determined to counter 
bis influence. Thev were de- 


lighted recently when the Gov- 
ernment rejected his advice to 
buy US fighter jets instead of 
up-dating British Tornados. 

Mr Hart emerged as an ad- 
viser to lan MacGregor, the 
chairman of British Coal, at the 
height of the 1984 miners’ 
strike. Lord Walker, the former 
Energy Secretary, told Mr Hart 
he could not handle the miners' 
strike from at Claridges. 

Lord Bram all's attack on the 
sale of the houses will be rein- 
forced by Tory rebels tomorrow 
when James Arbuthnot. the 
minister for defence procure- 
ment. is questioned about the 
plan. 

“We are going to give James 
a very rough time,” said one 
Tory member of the Committee. 
“It’s totally outrageous." 

Mr Arbuthnot is expected to 
try to calm down the rebels by 
outlining a range of assurances, 
possibly including exchange cri- 
teria under which the private de- 
veloper could offer houses in 
another area. The Tory MP$ dis- 
miss the plans as “cosmetic". 

Lord Bramall, who also 
protested at the threat to the fu- 
ture of the Staff College at Cam- 
ber!^, complained about “the 
dilution of military advice in 
Whitehall" Ministers and their 
special advisers moved to oth- 
er jobs, or out of office but Lord 
Bramall said armed forces of- 
ficers fell “apprehensive." 


Menacing mutts 
leave their mark 
on hapless posties 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

Frank James, generally regard- 
ed as one of the most “bitten" 
postmen in Britain, has a guilty 
secreL For 36 years he railed 
against rampaging canines that 
attacked him on his delivejy 
rounds in rural Staffordshire. 

He would tell anyone pre- 
pared to listen that he endured 
an average of two dog bites a 
year. The small ones were the 
worst he would say. 

Alsatians were fine and you 
could see Rottweillers coming 
and scarper. Collies were pret- 
ty nasty, favou ring 3 nip and run 
approach. But the real vicious 
blighters were those most 
favoured by Her Majesty the 
Queen. Corgis would bite your 
leg and refuse lo let go. 

Sometimes Mr James would 
lift his trousers and reveal some 
of his 25 battle scars. He con- 
tinued his campaign against vi- 
cious quadrupeds and their 
unthinking owners when he 
became a full-time official of the 
Communication Workers’ 
Union two years ago. 

But yesterday at his union’s 
annual conference in Black- 
pool, Mr James let the dog out 
of the bag, so to speak. Last 
Christmas, his wife Rosie 
opened the door to a postman 
and inadvertently allowed the 
family bitch out at the same 


time. The dog, a cross-bred 
collie, sank her teeth into the 
postman's right leg. 

The confession yesterday 
coincided with new figures on 
"menacing mutts" released by 
the union which showed attacks 
were on the increase and cost 
the Royal Mail up to£2m a year. 
Official figures showed that 
5.89 L postmen and women were 
bitten by dogs last year - one 
delivery worker is attacked 
every 15 minutes. 

The Royal Mail, which ad- 
vises its employees to “make 
friends" with dogs on their de- 
livery routes, is w the habit of 
sending letters of protest to 
irresponsible pet owners. Ac- 
cording to the union, however, 
there is a marked reluctance 
among staff to deliver them. 

Several years ago the Post Of- 
fice stinted issuing its staff with 
“dog dazers”, which emit 
ultrasonic waves. The pocket- 
sized devices stun the dog for 
a few seconds, until the postman 
can make good his exit 

There were two problems 
with the stun guns, according to 
Mr James. Younger employees 
often used them on colleagues 
and some of the craftier canines 
developed strategies to evade 
them. He said: “If the dog got 
used to them, some of the 
bloody thing would hide behind 
hedges and then rush out and 
bite you on the aise." 


A 


SIGNIFICANT SHORTS 


O ne in four negligence claims settled against GPs 
are due to errors in prescribing, monitoring, dr • . 

' administering drugs, according to a survey- Just under., 
half of the caseload to permanent damage fojatiein^ 
"including scarring, nerve damage, or stroke. -Eighleeaf*' 
■, oratep-^ 

. . ° f 'ES2cal Defence Union, which «m4jcted 
survey ewer a^ix year period said the total. costed the * 
claims was about £3 5m; 65 per cent of them were Killed 
for less than £10.0U0but five of the claims were for mare, 
than £100,000. The most common errors were wrong 
doses, contra-indicated medication, and adteimstfation 
errors. 


v 


0 



‘ 790 resulted in damages beingpqid to patients, and 
196 of thcse werc matfe bocamc bf dn^errws:lih& . 
results are given in Meditation fi7t»s, a «nvhgoklet _ 
published by ihe MDU. LizBsntS , ’ 

A travel Ann l&offeffo^hrf|^to Roffdafor £49. less 
than the 'cost of a Eurostar ticket to Ruts; because 
..Eurb96.“footftaHiaajM"ha^'Mto acoUapsc m the - 
. . package holiday market. ; . v a ; 

The bargain price for a week m-Orlando includes car 
hire. Going Abroad Travel said it had been for«d to take 

. drastre acUoiHfoc&ose mfei^ m the forthcoming 

-.Eurt^xanJfot^beflfSampidnshTps had brought the 
t pacl^elfo^y.attjdc^fo a near standstill- 

JfobhcBda&nS'aEficer John Slade said the firm had 
; ' “hundreds” of seats available at £49 for one-week 
;; :hoffd^ throughout juzfe.. ‘^There’s already over-capacity 

said- , . 

_ :Vl "Lafcery started flying there - there are a lot °l PJ*’P ,L 

' ... ffyfogtfeeie d£$ aaestreroefy popular destination- wit ^ 

^ . there’s i»qaMfion about iL Euro 96 has meant P ac r?£ c 
^-■fhpljd3ys"rhst,8ren’t moving. This is what it takes to snut 

' •; ; . _• 

fnltsdbethiled airfare to Oriando fe £339 return 
- Vwth car hire a ftirther £69 a week. News of yesterday s 
l^ffcrcame only arfew days after a famify from DoncasK r 
: ‘iaa&fod’iEp a £9ahead fly-drive break in the sunshine 
sfat& They hoaght foe holiday after seeing A advertised 
^aaala^ iTxhmre- cancellation on Tclctcxt. 

'"fW hew Dean, of St Paul’s Cathedral, which has 
;< I around 2m’ tourists visiting every year, has cqrac twin 
Ghehnsfojd. one of the least visited cathedrals in Britain. 
’ The Very Rev John Moses, 58. has been Provost of 
Chelmsford forfourteen years. 

Speaking yesterday at a press conference to mane nLs 
appointment to succeed the Very Rev Erie Evans, who 
retires in October, Dr Moses rejected recent claims by a 
T Church Army officer that cathedrals were out of touch. 

. St Paul’s would never charge admission to people who 
came to pray, and even among the tourists there was 
! a priest on duty, available to the spiritually 


stressed. 

.. .£heiiew Dean supervised the construction of a 
.new organ at Chelmsford, and speaks warmly of the 
;■ -dwral tradit ion in English cathedrals. Despite this he h», 
il- .fte.said, tone deal. Andrew Brown 

protesters were arrested at a demonstration 
against the resumption of live animal exports from the 
^xt of Dover - the first since the worldwide ban on 
British beeL The demonstrators had been trying lo 
.prevent five cargoes of lambs from loading on to the 
CafLApique .ship, chartered by exporters to transport 
the animals from Dover to Dunkirk. 

.. • ‘They were among around 110 protesters who gathered 
=<- at 4h& port and warned the shipment could be the first of 
many,:now that new season lambs ore reaching their 
slaughter weight. '•* - - * 

'• Peter Stevenson, legal director Of Compassion in 
9Ptirid Ffrnmtg, condemned the resumption of the trade, 
which came to a halt in March, when the £U banned the 
export of calves from Britain arid live sheep exports 
became uneconomical. Ptod Fidd 


A summer strike by British Airways’ pflots moved a 
step closer after management and union officials 
failed to agree on talks. The pilots’ union. Balpa, 
immediately posted strike ballot papers to its 3.000 
. BA flight crew mmnbersi The result will be known on 3 
-Juty. 

: The pilots are the only BA staff yet to accept a pay 
• package giving the airline's staff a 3.6 per cent increase 
this year and a 1997 pay increase of inflation plus 0.5 per 
cent. - 

Each side blamed the other for the impasse. BA 
management claimed a date and time for talks had been 
agreed but Balpa had subsequently refused to talk. Balpa 
- general secretary Chris Darke said BA had “failed to 
accept" air offer for talks. Peter Victor 

A man and a woman were found shot dead in a car 
at -a busy commuter railway station in Frimley, Surrey, 
last night. Forensic scientists were investigating the deaths 
but it was not known why the two were shot or whether 
• police were seeking anyone else. 

-• • "Witnesses earlier reported seeing the bodies in the car 
.covered with a Woe blanket. All the doors were shut. 

, AspokesworrxanJbr Surrey Ambulance Service said 
the woman had died after being blasted in the head with 
a.sbotgpn. 

• ^businessman accidentally discovered that he had 
f%eea paying to light up part of a town centre for 
nearly 50 ; yeais. Norman Jacobs, 73, was amazed to find 
that two conned street lights in Wisbech, Carabs, were 
plugged into the electricity supply in a building he owned. 

“Council engineers came out to find out whv the street 
tights bad gone, off and discovered a wire linking them 
mtonty electricity riippfy," Mr Jacobs explained. 

He is now talking to 'Fenland District Council, which 
towns the lights, about compensation for nearly half a 
century of additional electricity costs. He said esfimates 
of the; bill ranged from £1.500 to £7,000 A council 
spokesman said each light would not use more than £20 
worth or electricity each year. 

Henry Bellingham MP 

Our article ‘Roll up for an 
adult debate about dru^* (3 Oc- 
tober 1995) wrongly included 
Henry Bellingham, MP for 
North West Norfolk, in a list of 

public figures said to support the 
tiisation of cannabis, 
n fact, Mr Bellingham, who 
is a member of the Parliamen- 
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lary AH Party Drugs Refot 
Group, does not support t 
legalisation of cannabis ai 
strongly opposes illegal do 
use. We are nappy to coirect ll 
record and apologise Id ft 
Bellingham, who was not co 
suited before publication 
our article. 
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From one stop to non stop. . .superstores 
are bargaining to take over our lives 


news 


Dunblane 


killer ‘was 


Tesco 


Number of stores 


Safeway 


Loyalty cards 


Ckibcard- 
. points give 
. cash vouchers 


Asda card- 
points spent 
in store catalogue 


Cashback 


ABC card- £1 deducted 
from Ml for every 
£100 spent 




obsessed 


Petrol stations 

Parking 


Creche- 


Packers 


Post Office 


Other 


£50 limit 

£50 limit 

245 

120 

all main stores 

free 

. 0 

4 

yes 

yes 

some 

7 

dry cleaning 

brolly patrol 

M&S 

Samsbury”s 


£50 limit 


U: 




38 florists 


Morrison 


Number of stores 283 In UK 
Loyalty cards Have own 


Budgens 


Have own 
instore 
charge card 


No card at present. 
Announcment 
next week - 


No card. 
Focus on 
savings 


Cashback 


Customer Visa card 
£10 voucher for 
every £200 spent 




£50 limit 


£50 limit 


£50 limit 


£50 limit 


Petrol stations 

‘ 1 

- 183 

all 

. 2- 

Parking 

some 

free 

free 

85 

Creche 

0 . 

3 

O 

0 

Packers 

when busy 

on request 

yes 

yes 

Post Office 


6 

some 

7 

Other 

collect by car 

54 pharmacies 

restaurants 

delivery si 
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NIGEL COPE 


You can buy petrol, visit the dry 
cleaners, have a coffee ... soon 
you will be able to buy a pen- 
sion or take out a life assurance 
policy. And, oh yes, you can buy 
food too. 

No, its not a high-street 
arcade, a hi-tech shopping mall , 
or a hank trying to boost its prof- 
its; it is Tescos latest strategy to 
up the stakes in the customer 
loyalty battle. The supermarket 
group yesterday announced 
plans for a new budget-account 
card that will offer far better in- 
terest rates than traditional 
banks and building societies. 

It is seen as the mst in a num- 
ber of moves planned by su- 
permarkets that could see them 
offer a range of financial 
services including pensions and 
bill-payment facilities. 


As check-outs turn into chequepoints, stores queue for customer loyalty Securities said: “It is an added 

way of kicking in customers and 

Tesro’s initiative is based on The interest rate on out- However, there are possible He declined to comment on h makes it that much harder tor 


"lesco’s initiative is based on 
its hugely successful Qubcard 
loyalty scheme which was 
launched in February last year 
and now has 8.5 milli on mem- 
bers. The new Qubcard Plus 
scheme starts on 17 June and 
will be run in conjunction with 
National Westminster bank. 
Tesco claims the scheme will of- 
fer customers an easier way to 
budget for their shopping. 

Members pay a regular 
monthly sum into the account 
to cover the amount they typi- 
cally spend on groceries, petrol 
and some, cash requirements. 
Customers can then use their 
card to pay shopping bills in 
Tfesco and to withdraw cash from 
the supermarkets and from die 
2^500 NatWest service tills. 


The interest rate on out- 
standing credit balances is 5 per 
cent, app rox ima tely 10 times the 
rate on some current accounts. 
Members who go over their bal- 
ance are charged an overdraft 
interest rate of 9 per cent, 
again lower than most banks 
and building societies. 

Tfesco chairman Sir Ian 
MacLanzm said the introduc- 
tion of the new card followed 
extensive research into custo- 
mer requirements and the pro- 
ject was -modelled on shniTar 
schemes in Ranee and Sweden. 
“It makes paying for die week- 
ly shopping bill, buying petrol 

it ofilxs a rate of interest wmdh 
puts many traditional savings ac- 
counts ra the shade,” he said. 


weaknesses in the scheme. Cus- 
tomers who exceed their over- 
draft limit could hold up 
check-out queues while prob- 
lems are addressed. Customers 
could also find that their stand- 
ing ozder for Tesco’s account 
pushes them into the red in their 
bank account, on which they will 
incur higher interest-rate 
charges. Some customers may 
not wish to juggle two accounts. 
Itis also passible that the fbrm- 
fiflmg requirements could deter 
some customers from applying. 

Sir Ian said the Scheme was 
being offered to Tfesco staff 
first so they would be well 
briefed to answer customer 
questions when the card goes 
public in two weeks. 


He declined to comment on 
any other financial services 
Tesco may offer. The group has 
signed a three-year deal with 
NatWest, who win operate the 
scheme. After that it is possible 
Tfesco would apply for its own 
banking licence and operate a 
branded deposit account. 

Tescos rivals are working on 
similar schemes as supermarkets 
jostle forposition in the grocery 
market. Safeway is working on 
turning its ABC loyalty card into 
a credit card; Samsbury will 
launch a loyalty card later this 
summer that could involve 
some financial products; and 
Budgen has already launched a 
Visa credit card. 

Tfesco’ s move was applauded 
by supermarket analysts. Mike 


h makes it that much harder for 
Tesco' s rivals to beat iu~ 
Graham Gould of the Cobra 
Group, a strategic consultancy, 
said Tesco’s move was part of a 
growing trend that will see well 
known high-street names cap- 
italise on the strength of their 
brands. “I think it’s the start of 
a trend," he said. “There are 
other organisations that have 
stronger brand values and bet- 
ter acCess to their customers 
than banks or buil ding societies. 


“Supermarkets are opening 
inches, banks are closing 


branches, banks are dosing 
them. Banks are moving further 
away from their customers 
with telephone banking; sup- 
ermarkets are moving doser to 
theirs." 

Comment, page 17 


Thomas Hamilton was not 
interested in competition shoot- 
ing, ignored the rules of gun 
dubs and often rapidly fired off 
entire magazines into single 
targets from close range, the in- 
quiry into the massacre of 1ft 
children and their teacher at 
Dunblane Primary School was 
told yesterday. 

Hamilton's obsession with 
the guns he owned also 
emerged when one witness de- 
scribed bow he “stroked** the 
weapons and “talked about 
them as if they were babies". 

At the beginning of the sec- 
ond week of the inquiry before 
Lord Cullen, Gordon Craw- 
ford. secretary of Stirling Rifle 
and Pistol Club, said that 
Hamilton attended the club 
three or four times a year 
between 1988 and 1995. 

However, at the beginning of 
this year he began to appear reg- 
ularly. The inquiry has already 
heard that over the same peri- 
od Hamilton had begun stock- 
piling a large amount of 
ammunition and had continued 
to question one hoy who at- 
tended his boys' dubs on the in- 
ternal layout of Dunblane 
Primary School and specific 
times of school assemblies. 

According to Mr Crawford, 
Hamilton was uninterested in 
competition. “He wanted to 
do other things, shooting at 10 
metres." The inquiry heard how 
at the shooting club, instead of 
firing 12 rounds over two min- 
utes in one shooting discipline, 
Hamilton would fire off two pis- 
tol magazines (30 rounds) in 
quick succession. On another 
occasion he emptied magazines 
into one target when rules of a 
competition bad specified he 
should be firing at three targets. 

Regardless of Hamilton’s un- 
usual behaviour and method of 
firing, nothing was reported to 
police. Mr Crawford said. 


The reasons for Hamilton's 
forced resignation from the 
Scout movement were also 
heard by Lord Cullen. Brian 
Fairgrievc. a retired surgeon. tM, 
who was county commissioner 
of the Scouts in the early 107IK, 
described how concerns were 
raised after several weekend 
trips to Aviomore in the Scot- 
tish Highlands organised by 
Hamilton. Instead of slaying m 
a youth hostel, as parents had 
been told, the boys had slept in 
Hamilton's van. 

In after an interview 

with Mr FaiTgrieve. Hamilton' 
resigned from the Scouts. Mr 
Fairgrievc told the inquiry. “1 
formed the impression that he 
had a persecution complex, 
that he had delusions of 
grandeur and 1 felt his actions 
were almost paranoiac." 

He added: “I was doubtful 
about Hamilton's moral inten- 
tions towards boys." 

Hamilton had’ later tried to 
gain access to another Scout 
group, but was unsuccessful. 
Over the next four or live years 
he had complained about the 
dismissal, claiming he had been 
blacklisted for homosexual acts 
and for “interfering" with young 
boys. The Seoul movement had 
never mode such allegations. Mr 
Fairgrievc said. 

■ A national firearms amnesty 
called in the wake of the Dun- 
blane massacre was launched 
yesterday by the Home secre- 
tary. Michael Howard. The po- 
tency and effect of the amnesty 
was curiously questioned In' 
Mr Howard.’ who warned ft 
would have no impact on hard- 
ened criminals. But he said the 
more guns that could be taken 
out of circulation “the beUer’*. 

Under the scheme, which 
runs till the end of this month, 
illegal weapons can be handed 
into police stations without fear 
of prosecution provided the 
weapons have not been used in 
any crime. 


TV show makes a game out of debt 


DAVID USBORNE 
New \brk 


On this game show, there will 
be no conveyor bearing knife 
sets, golf clubs or food liq- 
uidisers. No revolving cabinet 
revealing that irresistible gas 
barbeque. And certainly no 


curtains going up on a family 
hatchback or self-erecting tent. 
No, no. Win here tonight and 
you take home nothing! 

Bat Chat is not quite fair. The 
prizes on this show are those 
things you already have, but 
could not afford to pay for - the 
washer-dryer and the new 
downstairs windows, all bought 
on the never-never. What you, 
and millions like you, have is 


what this game show is called: 
Debt ! 

Where once being in bock 
was almost a cause for shame, 
so pervasive is the condition to- 
day that a slot of primetime tele- 
vision dedicated to celebrating 
it seems really quite natural. 
These days it is bard to tell the 
difference between money yon 
have and money you owe. 

Dae to be premiered on the 
Lifetime cable channel across 
the United States at &30 pan last 
night. Debt will introduce three 
new contestants each week. 
First they must lay out before 
the cameras the full extent of 
their financial liabilities. Student 
loans, outstanding visa bills, 
credit from the bank for the car. 


and so on. Then comes the 
game part and the chance to 

"^Wink Martin dakfa veteran 
game-show host with never- 
agemg looks, will pepper the 
three with pop-culture ques- 
tions. Tims this one from last 
night: T am the film in which 
Robin Williams gets to hide his 
baity aims and pose as a house- 
wife". Answer: “I am Mrs 
Doubtfire". Cue wild applause 
and watch that Visa bill drop by 
$100. The lop prize is $10,000 
to pay off a particular debt plus 
another $10,000 to take borne. 

Wmt to get on the show? You 
are not alone. Mr Martin dale 
reports that as soon as the first 
advertisement for contestants 


appeared in a Los Angeles 
newspaper, the queue went 
around the block. It is hardly 
surprising when you consider 
that Americans currently owe 
some $380m on credit cards 
alone (op 14 per cent from just 
a year ago) and that a third of 
all consumer loans in the US are 
at least 30 days overdue. 

T think it set a record for one 
weekend for people wanting to 
be guests,” Mr Martin dale said 
yesterday. 

But just in case they run out 
of penurious players, you might 
want to send in your name and 
all your debt details to: Buena 
Vista TV, 500 South Buena Vista 
Street, Burbank, California 
9 1521, USA m be watching. 


If you’re caught in the negative equity trap, the new Restart mortgage 
from The Direct Mortgage Business can help you escape it 


Negative 

Equity? 


* 


T adv Godiva and Snowdon 
Aviary vie for heritage listing 


JONATHAN GLANCEY 

Architecture Correspondent 


One moment you are a prima- 
ry school child watching the 
Snowdon Aviary at London 
Zoo being built (with much tut- 
tutting from the nannies m Re- 

gent’s Part); the nefllhDgrou 

know, this avant-garde Sixties 
bird-house is being recom- 
mended for bstmgby 

Heritace as a budding of I histone 
and architectural import 30 ^ 

Tune, like captive buds, appears 

to By ever faster in the ever ex- 
panding world of hentage. 
^Tbday, an exhibition opening 
at the RJBA Architecture Cen- 
tre in London presente the putv 

«■ n tMnafiAc nf flOSl-W3r 



tablish the core of a national col- 
lection of modern outdoor 
sculpture." 

The apparently edectic range 
of bull dings on show at the 
RIBA Architecture Centre is 
part of a comprehensive survey 


How MOOTO sculpture in Jamaica street, east 
Photograph: Hiny Buckingham 


is keen to see listed 

This is the second ot three 
such exhibitions; this one deals 
with sculptures and memorials, 
places of entertainment, 
“planned town centres", New 
Ibwn housing, and rural hous- 
ing. Has the Sussex town of 
Crawley's time come round at 
■ last? Er, no. But, if you live at 
£ either 3 to 12 Orchard Croft or 

161 to 165 Mardyke Road, Har- 
low, in Essex, you may fopn be 

living in a Grade H listed house 
like toffs in Georgian rectories 
in more salubrious pa ris. of 
southern England. • ■- 

Both of these rows of New 

Ibwn houses, dating from me 
early Fifties, werp designed by 


Frederick Gibberd, better 

known as architect of the cathe- 
dral of Christ the King, Liver- 
pool (aka “Paddy’s WigwanT) 
and of Heathrow Airport when 
it expanded into much of its pre- 

in the late fifties and 

earty Sixties. . 

Heritage, however, is for an- 
imals too. Doubtless there wfll 
be many an exotic bird preen- 
ing itself at London Zoo if the 

Kms Sm>wdon A™ry 

/Snowdon. Pnce and Newby, 
196X65) is listed Grade II as 
Heritage g* 

■nJname accoladesbouJdflat 

ter the residents of the nearby 
Elephant and 


at Runnymede in Surrey (Ge- 
offrey Jellicoe, 1964-65) to 
William Reid Dick’s statue of 
Lady Godiva at Broadgate, 
Coventry (1949). There are five 
Barbara Hepworths and four 
Henry Moores on a list that 
casts its shadow from Devon to 
Greater Manchester. 

Dr Martin Cherry, Head of 
Listing for English Heritage, 
says: “The first post-war listings 
exhibition in March attracted 
enormous attention and the 
public response has been ex- 
tremely positive. By including 
public sculpture among our 
recommendations, we hope to 
draw these works -some of the 
best sculpture ever produced by 
British artists - to national at- 
tention. Listing wiD ensure their 
safekeeping and, in effect, es- 


British buildings. Dr Cherry 
and his team are keen to see 
that examples of the enormous 
variety of bunding types, sculp- 
tures and memorials that mush- 
roomed in the Fifties and Sixties 
are effectively saved for 
posterity. 

Listing, however, as English 
Heritage points out, does not 
necessarily mean that a build- 
ing cannot be altered, adapted 
or even demolished; rather “it 
ensures that its architectural 
and -historic importance is 
properly assessed before 
decisions are taken affecting its 
future”. 

There are approximately 
half a million listed building 
in Britain, representing 2 per 
cent of the to tel building stock. 
Of these 184 have been built 
since 194S. Expect that num- 
ber to expand inexorably; be- 
cause the bulk of the nation’s 
building stock dates from after 
the Blitz and somewhere in all 
that schlock are aviaries, ele- 
phant houses and New Tbwn 
terraces that deserve equal 
footing with the best the 18th 
and 19th centuries have hand- 
ed down to us. 


Try a 
positive 
remedy. 
Restart. 


Thanks to a unique way of calculating how 
much you can borrow, Restart gives you the 
opportunity to buy a new home, without having 
to sell up where you live now So you can rent 
out your current property* - and wait until it can 
go on the market without losing you money. 

Because we can lend you up to 95°/o of the 
value of the new property, all you'll need to 
provide is a small deposit 

With our standard rate of 728% (7.5% APR) - 
and the reassurance of backing from the Bank of 
Scotland Group, Restart gives you a real solution 
to the problem of negative equity 

To find out more call us now - free - on 
0800 454 662, quoting reference IN66RR, 
or just clip and return 
the coupon. 

Restart It could turn T H E . — ■ 


your property into a 


positive asset - rather 
than a liability 


The 

Mortgage 

Business 


EXPERTISE 


YOU* HOME EE Kf mSK If YOU DO NOT KEP I* KMVMEHK ON A 
MMtnMOE OR OTHER WW SECURED ON It 


[ 


1 


Lines ore open Monday to Friday 9am until 8311pm. 


Mortgage fr ia ble wbttct ta rtatui. Mintnmn .gc X. SeoMTty avrr *n twriMWTVTTt 

policy Of oOw life Inumco wifl be mpMCd, widen quoiadons «™HnWc on requra 
loom must be Kcumd by j Cm mortgage on roKtonbal proptriy «i England. Scotland 
and MWn. Loam may be wtfKt to a Mgter feruntogi Advance tee Any kitarnuun 
prowtftd by jrev «■> be ud by the lender and oUurc tor nurktuig credit asMsanenl 
■nd other pwpocs. The Rreci Mortgage Buunea LMKd * an nnducer rept ewnutn* 
wWy of ftonctofd life i» tcgufefrd the IknanoJ t— rt m enf Audionnc for Kff 

anunnx. pendent and unit (not tulncto. 

‘Subfca to eriH ing lenders mwt 


Please fill out the folkwing 
details and return to: 

The Direct Mortgage 
Business Ltd. 

Freepost CS 920, 

Capital House, 

City Road, 

Chester GHQ9 3YZ. 


■)“> I'd like to know more about how The Direct Mortgage Business can help me brat nrgatiw 
equity Please send me more information about the new Restart mortgage today. 


Daytime felepbnoe na . 


Encamp telephone nu. . 


You won't need a stamp. 
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Nation’s health: A healthy lifestyle initiative is launched as the Army wages its own battle against flabby soldiers 

Obesity blamed on passive over-eating 




LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Scientists have coined a new 
phrase to describe the con- 

S tion of fat-laden foods 
are partially to blame for 
the epidemic of obesity in 
Britain and other Western 
countries - passive over-eating. 

Failed serial dieters who 
blame their weight problem on 
their genes, a slow metabolism 
or being “big boned", will no 


doubt gleefully adopt the con- 
cept, suggesting as it does that 
it is not their fault they are fat. 

But passive over-eating, 
unlike passive smoking, offers 
no excuse for the victim, 
according to Or Andrew Pren- 
tice of the Medical Research 
Council’s Dunn Nutrition Cen- 
tre in Cambridge. A low-fat diet 
and exercise remain the key to 
weight loss. 

Speaking at the launch of a 
new healthy lifestyle initiative 


tty the food and drink industry 
yesterday. Dr Prentice said 
there had been a 50 per cent 
increase in the fat to carbohy- 
drate ratio in the national diet 
■ since the 1960$. “Food intake 
has been declining from its 
peak in the mid-1960s, so bow 
is it that we have a burgeoning 
increase in obesity?" he asked. 

“In part the reason is that al- 
though we are consuming a sim- 
ilar [or decreased] bulk of food 
there are many more calories 


per gram. It is passive oyer-eat- 
ing- we don’t necessarily want 

to eat more ... but neither we 

or our bodies are reco gnising 
[the extra calories] and reduc- 
ing- the quantity of food ac- 
cordingly.” 

But a predilection for fatti- 
er foods is only part of the sto- 
ry and the increase in “sloth" 
may be a more significant fac- 
tor, Dr Prentice said. A rapid 
decline in levels of physical ac- 
tivity has coincided with soax- 


Baslc Fitness Laval for civilian 
recruits 

age 17-25. Minimum standards for ail aims 
and services: higher scores are necessary for 
entry to certain anna. 

2.4 km (1.5 miles) individual best effort in 
under 

men , .11 min 30 secs 

women 14 mirr 15 secs 

both sexes. heaves to the beam 2 ■ 
sit-ups. for 1 minute 

Basic Fitness Test after 8 weeks 
training 

all trained soldiers must pass it every six 
months - 

Part 1. Whole squad to cover 2.4 km (L5 
miles) in 15 minutes. 

Part 2. Individual best effort over same .. : 
distance: 

29 years and under 10 min 30 secs 
. 30-34 llmin 

35-39 12 min • • - 

40-44 13 min 

alternative test for over 40s: run and walk 3 . 
miles in 30 minutes 



‘P’Company ' . " . “ > ! ~ 

Chained sokliere wanting tobe paratroops)- 

Timings ‘flexible'': instructors are looking for maximum effort •• 

Test ! 10 mDe battle ma r ch i n Ihr 50~mtri . 

Test 2 Trainasiurh: serial confidence course 
Test 3 Assault course- 

Test 4 Steeplechase. 2mfles, crossing river 9 times 
Tesi5 Log’face (Squad carrying tog). 2J25 ten <1-3 mSes) 
Tests Miffing -one minute's toontrotedagSBssjon* in boxing 
' ring wift 16 oz doves and. Hesdeiard . i ' ‘ . 

Test 7 Endurance 1.18 rreiemareh^ inctoding 2 demanding 
MBs 

Test 8 Endurance 2. 12 mte.march. - 
Test 9 10 km (7.25 mile) speed march ' 

Test 10 Stretcher race. Teams carrying (pads on -stretchers. 

Commando course 

(trained soldiers and Royal Marines wanting to be commandos) 
canying combat tet weighing 22 lbs, plus SA-80 /fife 
Test 1 9-mife speed march 90 ml ns : 

Test 2 Endurance march. 2 miles ewer ponds, through tunnete, 

‘ etc. Recruits Tlmins, aflfeas 70 mins. 

Test 3 Tartan" assauitdbiiiSe. Recruitsl3 jnins, offices 12 
- mins 30 ' ' v: 0;.-.. • ■ • - 

Test 4 30-miter. 30 mites across Dartmoor canyingadaftfohaF 
- safety stores. Recruits S hrs; officers Thrs. 


Instructors adopt gentle regime to 
toughen up recruits for combat duty 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

“Come on you! What are you 
waiting for? An invitation? Kju 
should be up there! Let’s go!” 

After six weeks of training at 
Pirbright, Surrey, the future 
soldiers in the five Guards reg- 
iments and the Royal Logistic 
Corps were undergoing their 
combat agility test, designed to 
show they were fit enough and 
knew how to tackle obstacles 
well enough to go into combat 

As most swung, a little hesi- 
tantly, over the assault course, 
climbing ropes, scaling 6ft walls 
and balancing on steel bars, a 
group of newer recruits were 
watching, getting their first in- 
troduction to a frenetic world 
of mud, water, acrobatics, aer- 
ial bars and pain. 

“Do not stop! If you stop you 
will fall inF shouted Bom- 
bardier Ian Ba ttersby. Royal Ar- 
tillery, one of the instructors. 
There was a splash as one of the 
soldiers dropped from the aer- 
ial frame and disappeared into 
the brown gunge. “Dry your 
hands on your helmet! Come 
on! Move!" 

After 16 to 25 years of the 
wrong food, the wrong shoes 
and not enough exercise, the 
Army bas just 10 weeks to get 
its recruits up to the minimum 
standard required for combat 
soldiers. Mostly it succeeds in 
turning raw material which is 
sometimes the consistency of 
lard into something nearer fil- 
let steak. But to do so it has bad 
to alter its training policy. 

Twenty years ago, young re- 
cruits would have been hurled 
at this assault course with little 
preparation and expected to get 


round it. Now, they have to be 
introduced to h. gently. By week 
eight they should be ready to 
take the basic fitness test, which 
all soldiers have to pass every 
six months. The biggest and 
most far-reaching change the 
Army has had to face in 
recent years is in the human raw 
material the instructors now 
have to work with. 

The most difficult task for the 
newly-formed Army Individ- 
ual Training Organisation, will 
be to main tain a flow of trained 
soldiers as the Army's recruits 
become less “robust". Changes 
in diet, and lifestyle - long 
hours in front of the video, less 


engineers and logisticians move 
on to learn their trades, but for 
the Guardsmen this is only a be- 
ginning Another 14 excruciat- 
ing and exhausting weeks of 
infan try t raining follow. 

The effect of modem lifestyle 
on young bodies is not just a 
question of fitness, of upper- 
body strength and endurance. 
Young people also appear to be 
more fragile, and less used to 
pain and exertion, and the 
trainers have to take that into 
account as well. 

Further round the assault 
course, one of die recnrils stum- 
bled as he landed after negoti- 
ating an obstacle. A medic was 


‘One of the recruits’ problems is that 
they have never gone through any pain’ 


emphasis on physical exercise 
and sport in schools and wear- 
ing trainers - are blamed. In 
many cases, recruits are over- 
weight - although those gross- 
ly overweight are not 
accepted and would not pass the 
initial, very basic fitness test giv- 
en to all applicants. In some 
cases, particularly in Scotland, 
they are also underweight. 

They are usually aged be- 
tween 16 and 25, although oc- 
casionally those entering 
certain tracks may be older. Pir- 
brigfat, formerly the Guards’ de- 
pot, is the home of one of the 
Army’s five training regiments, 
which trains young men and 
women for the Guards, the 
RLG the Royal Artillery and 
the Royal Electrical and Me- 
chanical Engineers. All do the 
10-week “common miliLary syl- 
labus" course. The gunners. 


summoned. “It’s just his ankles. 
But we don't take any chances," 
said Staff Sergeant Pauline 
Doran, the senior physical train- 
ing instructor responsible for the 
gym and 15 physical training in- 
structors at Pirbright. 

About five out of every 40 re- 
cruits are injured during the 10 
weeks. 5/Sgt Paul Bastow is a 
tTained“remediaJ instructor”. 
“We get lots of lower leg in- 
juries, stress fractures, and back 
injuries. And we’re starting to 
see more stress fractures of 
the feet If s the bio-mechanics 
of the fboL We’re having to seek 
dietary advice," he said. 

Those who attend the reme- 
dial centre receive extra help 
which may give them an ad- 
vantage over those not unfor- 
tunate enough to be injured. 
Special attention is paid to 
“running style”, which is a big 


problem as maity of the recruits 
have never been taught to run 
properly. The instructors at 
Pirbright are increasingly find- 
ing that recruits have not been 
taught basic physical tech- 
niques, for example, how to lift 
weights. They are also taught 
what to eaL 

“Another problem is they’ve 
never gone through any pain. 
Their perceived rate of exertion 
would be totally different from 
a competent amateur athlete," 
said S/Sgt Bastow. The major- 
ity of recruits were determined 
to become soldiers and to over- 
come the hurdles in their way. 
About 60 per cent of those in- 
jured returned to and com- 
pleted their training. 

Major-General Christopher 
Elliott, the “chief executive" of 
the new agency responsible for 
producing trained soldiers, said 
the Army was considering 
lengthening the initial recruits’ 
training course to 12 weeks to 
cope with the “couch potato" 
problem, but that other, more 
flexible schemes were also be- 
ing examined, such as potential 
recruits joining the Territorial 
Army for six months. 

Back at Pirbright, in the gym, 
a group of recruits destined for 
the Royal Artillery, who had 
been in the Army just three 
days, were receiving their first 
gym instruction. Some had nev- 
er been in a gymnasium before. 

As everywhere in the Army, 
those who have had gym lessons 
at school had to be re-taught 
alongside those who had not 
Wi thin io minutes, a change in 
the way recruits moved and 
worked together was appar- 
ent There would many more 
changes in the next 10 weeks. 


cent of children now walk to 
school compared with up to 80 
percentin the 1950s and 1960&. 

Television viewing has dou- 
bled from 135 hours in 1967 to 
27 hours in 1992; people now 
spend 40 per ernt of their leisure 
time watching television, he 
added/There are very few peo- 
ple who are doing anything like 
the energy expenditure neces- 


Preatioe said that wright- 


»ain of Western peculations had 
been tire trend for 50-70 years. 
Boeing, the aircraft designer, 
had increased the weight allo- 
cation per passenger by 22Ibs 
since it. first started building 
aeroplanes, he said. But it is the 
rise m the incidence of obesity 
- the number of obese British' 
men and women doubled be- 
tween 1980 and 1991 - which 
basal armed doctors who say 
that changing behaviour is the 
only way to tackle the problem, 


and reduce costs to the NHS of 


ure now put at §2bo- 
The Government’s Health 
of the Nation target to reduce 
-the prevalence of obesity to 6 
per cent of men and 8 per cent 
of women by 2005 is now re- 
garded as over-ambitious but 
the Food and Drink Federation 

said good progress towards the 

targets, was possible. Its “Join 
the Activatere" initiative will 
focus oh easy lifestyle changes. 



Agility test: Army recruits are put through their paces at Pirbright Photograph: Geraint Lewis 



M^jor puts family man in charge of divorce 




Gary Streeter is promoted 
to divorce bill by Major 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political correspondent 

A minister committed to moral 
issues and the family was yes- 
terday put in charge of the di- 
vorce law reform bill by John 
Major in a reshuffle aimed to 
kill speculation over a further 
sex scandal in the Government. 

Gary Streeter, 40, was the 
whip oo the Family Law Bill 
during its committee stage, and 


his mettle wQl be tested later this 
year when Labour and Tory 
rebels join forces to attack the 
Bin's final stages. 

The decision to put Mr 
Streeter in charge of one of the 
Government’s most important 
flagship bills was taken by Mr 
Major during an impromptu 
walk with the Government, chief 
whip Alastair Good! ad. 

Mr Major acted quickly in an 
effort to avoid lasting damage 


from the resignation of Rod 
Richards, a junior minister in 
the Welsh Office, following 
newspaper allegations that the 
minister had an affair with a 28- 
year-old divorcee, Julia Felt- 
house, the public relations 
officer for the National Canine 
Defence League. 

Jonathan Evans, who had 
been in charge of the Family 
Law BQl in the Commons, was 
moved to the Welsh Office. 


Mr Streeter was promoted to 
Parliamentary Secretary in the 
Lord Chancellors Department, 
replacing Mr Evans. The re- 
shuffle will be completed by the 
appointment of a whip to re- 
place Mr Streeter, a former so- 
licitor who lists “the family" as 
one of his interests in a Parlia- 
mentary guide. 

The Richards affair could still 
haunt Mr Major, in spite of 
these damage limitation exer- 


cises. Mr Richards' constituen- 
cy party in Owyd North West 
is expected to summon him to 
a meeting following the re- 
ports of his affair. Mr Richards’ 
wife of 21 years, Liz, is popular 
in the constituency. 

Tferesa Gorman, the MP for 
BiUericay, bas questioned Mr 
Major’s judgement in ordering 
Mr Richards to resign. Writing 
in the Daily Express, she asked: 
“Do we warn real human beings 


for politicians, or celibate, sanc- 
timonious humbugs? 

“Politicians," she went on, 
“live very unnatural lives. Sep- 
arated from their families for 
most of the week, it is incon- 
ceivable that men living on po- 
litically-charged adrenaline 
should confine their sexual 
urges to Friday and Sunday.” 

The sacking, she warned, 
could reinforce demands for a 
privacy law. 


Football 
tragedy 
officers 
win £1.2iri 
damages 

PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Ugal Affairs Editor - 

Fourteen police officers who 

rescuing victims trftiijJaE 
borough disaster. vfcrc yesterday 

awarded £1.2m m damages. 

AH the jumupraak officers 
bad gone into the fe nccd-pcns 
to liy to save L^erpobifans in 
the 19SQ iragcd y ?> put 
their case into a different cat- 
egory lo unsuccessfuldaim 
brought by six other officers last 
vear. , ^ 

* But the award, agreed after 
South Yorkshire Constabulary, 
Sheffield Wednesday Football # 
Club and the club's engineers 
admitted negligence, also 
served to reopen bitterness 
among victims’ families, many 
of whom received no compen- 
sation after watching the 
tragedy unfold on television. 

the’ officers’ solicitor, Si- 
mon Allen, said they were still 
significantly affected by post 
traumatic stress caused by 
bringing out the dead and in- 
jured from the pens. Five had 
left the force because of the psy- 
chological damage caused. 

The settlement, agreed at 
the door of Sheffield High 
Court just as the case was to go 
before a judge, contrasts with 
last year’s claim by the six oth- i 
er officers who had tended in- 
jured and dying fans no the pitch 
and with bodies in a temporary 
mortuarv. 

The High Court ruled tint 
they had not been "rescuers" to 
the degree as the 14, but this is 
subject to an appeal to the 
Court of Appeal next month. 

Mr Allen said: “Members of 
the emergency services are no 
different to anyone else in tint 
when their emotions arc sub> 
jeeted to the gruesome scenes 
of a tragedy such as HillsbOT- 
ough they arc likely to be mea- 
tally affected as a result 
“They accept the reasonable \k 
risks of their service, but they w 
should not he expected to deal 
with the appalling cons* 
quences of the ne^igent.^ctians 
of others, including their own 
senior officers.** 

Although no details were .. 
given of individual settlements, 
yesterday’s compensation 
would average out at £85,000 
per officer. 

But most of the relatives 
were denied compensation 
because they were unable to 
make a case of negligence. 

Joan Traynor, treasurer of the 
Hillsborough Family Support 
Group, said the size of the 
award was “outrageous". 

Mis Traynor, who lost two 
sons in the disaster, said her 
doctor had advised her she was 
still suffering from the trauma. ; 
She added: “They wfll also have 
their pensions and everything 
else, won't they? We have got 
nothing at alL 
Phil Hammond, the group's 
secretary, received £7,000 in 
compensation for the loss of his 
son. The family was later award- 
ed £24,000 from the £14m Hills- 
borough Disaster Fund. 

Relatives lost a Court of Ap- 
peal attempt to get their com- 

S ensation increased and were 
locked from appealing, fur- 
ther to the House of Lords. 

The Police Federation, which ^ 
underwrote the officers’ legal 
costs, extended its sympathy to 
the relatives who have been de- 
nied compensation under the 
law. But Ian Westwood, the fed- 
eration’s national vice-chair- 
man, said: “These junior 
officers were in no way re- 
sponsible for the tragic events 
which occurred. On the: con- 
trary, they did everything pos- 
sible to save lives that day and 
they witnessed horrific sights-" 

Mr Westwood said the offi- i 
cers had brought the action , 
partly because the tragedy had 
been avoidable. 
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CUT YOUR HOME CONTENTS INSURANCE WITH OUR NO CLAIMS DISCOUNT. General Accident 

11 couldn't be simpler. Four claim - free years and you're 30% better off. So look sharp. Call us now. Direct 

l sTb. 


FOR BUILDING & CONTENTS INSURANCE 


FREEPHONE 0800 121 004 


PAY BY INSTALMENTS INTEREST FREE 



Wppl „. « MOTOR* 0800 121 000 • REDUNDANCY & SICKNESS 0800 121 008 • TRAVEL 0800 121 007 

-V* 8am ~ 8pm ' S3t 93m - 5pm ~ * Written details ^neral Accident Direct. FREEPOST. Hamilton MLB 1BR. http://www.ga.co.uk/gad/rect 
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^fifc collection. Paintings and sculpture acquired by students at an Oxford college have been rescued after two decades of neglect 

3 £lm art cache 

, H -O 1 1 


J{ art cache 
*S found decaying 
in a basement 
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MARIANNE MACDONALD 
Arts Correspondent 

A post-graduate student at 
Pembroke College, Oxford, has 
discovered an important col- 
lection of post-war art which 
had been left to moulder in a 
locked basement for almost 
two decades. 

Thought to be worth dose to 
pm, it includes works by Prunel- 
la Clough, Lynn Chadwick, Vic- 
tor Pasmore, Patrick Heron, 
Ehsabeth Frink, FbrcyU frndKgni 
Lewis and John Piper. 

The cache was found by Vic- 
toria Wild, 27, who is finishing 
a Doctorate of Philosophy on 
the history of Conservative Par- 
ty finances and is a junior dean 
of Pembroke, one of Oxford’s 


jjtey were covered in mould. 
They had been down there 
since 197a" 

The works were by the cream 
of post-war sculptors and 
painters, including Ceri 
Richards, Humphrey Spender 
Terry Rost, Patrick Procktor, 
Peter Ibbetson, Cecil Co&ins and 
Gerald Wilde. 

In a room upstairs she found 

Hoilln On «4 Jl. _ V . 
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smaller and poorer colleges. 
Last October she moved into a 
set of rooms in the college and 
asked for them to be redeco- 
rated. She thought the walls 
looked bare and asked if there 
were any prints available. Ibid 
that there were some old pictures 
in the basement of a student 
house, she went to investigate. 

“It was full of broken furni- 
ture and behind the junk there 
was another door ... 1 started 
picking around. It is a very 
damp part of the college. There 
were about 60 pictures in there. 
Lots had big rips in them, their 
frames were falling off and 


can Grant, Heron, F rink, Mary 
Ftedden, Lewis, David Undle, 
John Minton and Tom Phillips 

“The collection was aston- 
ishing, not only because it was 
forgotten but because of the sto- 
iy behind its conception,” Ms 
Wild said yesterday. 

Ifor the works belonged to the 
students themselves. All the 
important pieces bad been ac- 
quired between 1947 and about 
1965 using a fund toward which 
Pembroke undergra duates orig- 
inally paid 7s/6d a term. 

The collection was the in- 
spiration of an undergraduate 
called Charles Anthony Emery, 
a former Army officer who 
went 171 to Pembroke at the end 
of the Second World W&r as a 
mature student His idea was to 
buy works both to furnish stu- 
dents' rooms and to encourage 
young British artists. 

Kenneth Clark, the then 
Slade Professor of Art at Ox- 1 
ford, was the first picture buy- 
er, and acquired paintings 
including Stiff Life by Grant 
Bridge at Cannon Street Station 
by Minton, and a John Piper. 

Later, in 1954, the president 
of the junior common room vis- 
ited Francis Bacon’s studio and 
bought an oi l, Man in Chair, for 
£150 - and was censured for 
wasting money. It is now in the 
Ashmolean Museum, and 
works by Bacon can sell for half 
a millio n pounds. 

Ironically, it seems that the 
collection ended up in the base- 
ment after the painting? became 
too valuable to stay on students’ 
walls. College foDdaie has it that 
one picture by Derrick Greaves 


ling off and on a door so that it would fall 


David Hare 
throws book at 

awards secrecy 


DAVID LISTER 

Laurence Olivier once said he 
onlv approved of prizes for 
actors ff he was receiving them. 
The playwright David Hare has 
taken the adage one step fur- 
ther. . 

He only approves of prizes for 
playwrights if the winner is 
informed in advance that be has 
won. Lawyers’ letters have been 
exchanged between Hare and 
Upyds Bank, which had the 
audacity to nominate him as 
plavwright of the year. . 

Hare, author of award-win- 
ning plays such as Skylight and 
Racing Demon, claims he dis- 
approves of award ceremonies 
which do not tell the winner in 

advance that he has won. 

He first aired the issue in ms 
column in the Spectatorwben be 
wrote: “Award ceremonies are 
ceiling out of band ... Lloyds 
Bank, without permission, en- 
tered me for some new award 

no one had heard of. When I de- 
clined to take part in the usual 
humiliations in a London noiei, 
ihev said it was their right to en- 
ter me whether I liked it or noL 
■•A letter arrived, making 
lawyers’ threats. They don tun- 

3SS3S 

against Mr Hare. , 

^-Hare’s recollection of foe 

LJovds Bank affair needs con- 
siderable correction, he says. 



Hare: Award ceremonies 
getting out of hand 

“His agent told us somewhat 
sheepishly that Hare would 
only attend foe prize-giving 
dinner if be could be told m ad- 
vance that he had won. Ibid that 
we si mply couldn't reveal that, 
since it had been a secret bal- 
lot and the winner would be 
known, even to foe judges, only 
on the night of foe prize-giving, 
it was then Hare, not us, who 
threatened legal action. 

“Unlike all 11 other finalists, 
including some of the greatest 
playwrights in foe land, be 
alone demanded through 
lawyers that his name be re- 



advertising assueuucu m- 

prize, for which, in the event, he 

was a dose runner-up. 

-Lfoyds Private Bank lawyers 
told us that he had not a legal 
[mt to stand on, but the spon- 
sSs decided at vast expense to 
themselves that they would m 
any case honour his feehngs. 
The precedent is terrifying. 

“Hare had a perfect ngbf to 
dedme to attend the dinner, but 
^whatsoever, to denned 

That a panel of independent 
mainly London drama 

be altovred tc 

oniyttLO^ writers who allow 

S!!3nselves to be nominated. 

-On reflection, I bdjejewe 
ware altogether too accommo- 
datiog to Hare’s evidently very 
shaky ego." 


on a student’s head as he came 
into the room. 

Ms WHd has had the best 
works in the coDedian restored 
through a donation from a for- 
mer Pembroke student to whom 
she wrote about her discovery. 
Another old student she con- 
tacted has donated a Head of 
Balzac, by Rodin, worth at least 
£25,000. 

The Pembroke collection 
goes on show lo the public for 
just one day, next Saturday. 
“The students have beta thrilled 
-and amazed- to discover that 
they are the owners of such a 
fine collection of post-war art," 
Ms Wild said. 



V. 


Art hoard: Victoria Wilde with some of the restored paintings. Antl-clockwlse from top left: Patrick Heron’s Crown Vicarage by Night, Alexander 
Calder’s Abstract , Prunella Clough’s fishermen wfth Sprats, Ceri Richards' Nude and John Piper’s Three Saints Photograph: John Voos 
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Fruit/Cmnch 
Comer 
4tfp 32 P 

SAVESp 





• HeUrnarm’s 
Mayonnaise 400g 
: £1-25 

BUYIGET 
2ND HALF 
PRICE 


Sainsbtuyk 
Granary Brown 
Bread SOOg 
. - 8 Tp 40p 

HALF PRICE 




feperamix5 
£20^ £1-75 

SAVE34p 
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Allinson 

Wholemeal Bread 
S°°g 

i 6 tp 49 p 

* SAVE12p 


Sainsbuiys 
Scottish Mature 
Cheddar 397g-511g 

S£r&3 £5-09 per kg 

SAVED 

per kg 






MfCOYs 



Herta •• - 
Frankfurters x2Q 
£3*iST£l-99 

SAVE £1-20 


KP McCoy’s 
Cxispsx6 
£1-29 

BUYIGET 
2ND HALF 
PRICE 
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Samsbuiy’s 
Straight Cut Oven 
Chips! 816 kg 
£2rf5 r £l-39 

SAVE80p 



Sainsbury's 
Snack Noodle 
J89p 49p 

SAVElOp 



Smim^Vodka 
1 litre 

X14-99* £12*99 

SAVE £2 



Sainsbuiys 
Frozen Chunky Cod 
Fillets in 
Breadcrumbs 
£2-79 

SAVELI 



Sainsbury’s 
Lemon Cake Slices 
£ 1*02 

BUY 2 
SAVE50p 


Lilt 2 litre 
£1-09 

BUYIGET 
2ND HALF 
PRICE 



Sainsbury s. Specialjbod at everyday prices. 
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Poverty trap: Notion of underclass living off the state is misguided, claims research highlighting pr essures of a low income 

Families on 
breadline face 


‘daily battle’ 


GLENDA COOPER 

People on low incomes are not 
a feckless “underclass" con- 
tent to live off the state, but as- 
pire to a job, a decent home and 
an income to cover their bills, 
according to a new report by the 
Joseph Rowntrce Foundation. 

For just £15 a week more, 
milli ons of poverty-stricken 
families which fight a constant 
battle to make ends meet could 
be saved from such misery, it 
concludes. 

Around 14 million adults 
and children now live in house- 
holds whose net incomes are 
half the national average. The 
report. Life on a low income , 
comes just 12 months after an 
inquiry set up by the foundation 
revealed that the gap between 
rich and poor had grown be- 
tween 1979 and 1992 to its 
highest level for 50 years. 

For a family of two parents 
and two children, the national 
average income after housing 
costs would by £220 per week. 
The same family, living on in- 
come support and child bene- 
fit would have £153. 

But far from wasting the lit- 
tle money they had, the report's 
author, Elaine Kempson, spoke 
yesterday of the “incredible re- 
sourcefulness and resilience ” 
and “very sophisticated money 
management” that was shown 
by those living in poverty. 

More than 2,000people were 
interviewed around the country 
for the report, whose publica- 
tion co inodes with the launch 
of Broke ! -a Channel Four sea- 
son on poverty, beginning today. 

The foundation concluded 
that those on benefits would 
have had the money they need- 
ed to avoid real hardship if the 
link between earnings and so- 
cial security benefits had not 
been broken in the early 1980s. 
Those who relied on income 
support - nearly 10 million 
people - were the worst hit The 
inflexibility in die social secu- 
rity system also meant that 
would-be workers who accept- 


ed casual or low-paid jobs for 
a few hours a week gamed lit- 
tle advantage unless they failed 
to disclose them and commit- 
ted fraud. 

The report paints a bleak 
picture of those struggling to 
survive on low incomes. 
Women, who normally man- 
aged family budgets, resorted 
to complicated strategies that 
included shopping little and 
often to avoid stocks of food 
that might get eaten too quick- 
ly, systematic searching for 
special offers and shopping 
without partners or children to 

They have found 
to their cost that 
looking after 
the pennies does 
not mean the 
pounds will look 
after themselves’ 

ovoid pressure to spend more. 

Anxiety to avoid waste led 
some mothers to buy conve- 
nience foods they knew their 
dukhen would eat - even if they 
were not healthy foods. 

People living on low incomes 
tended to have diets which 
were low in fresh fruit and high 
in faL Problems were worse for 
people who needed special di- 
ets as they were often more than 
they could afford. “Tm on what 
you call a TrighUne' diet with my 
diabetes,” said one woman. 
“But some weeks it goes out the 
window _ Sometimes I’ve really 
had to cut down with food. As 
a diabetic I shouldn’t But the 
thin gs I should eat, 1 can’t" 
Parents were adamant they 
would not compromise on 
spending for their children, 
even if it meant going without 
themselves. 

While adults bought them- 
selves second-band clothes 
from charity shops or jumble 
sales, for children they were 
more likely to compromise, to 


stop them being teased for 
wearing “hand-ons". Mothers 
tried to ensure that clothing last- 
ed for as long as posable by buy- 
ing a size or two too large. 

Debts tended to be for basic 
household bills - rent, mort- 
gage, gas, electricity and water 
and council tax - rather than the 
consumer credit arrears accu- 
mulated by better-off debtors. 
These types of debts carried the 
harshest sanctions in terms of 
repossession, disconnection, 
fines, and even imprisonment. 
The research shows most peo- 
ple were ashamed of being in 
debt, and for those whose 
homes were repossessed, the 
sense of public h umilia tion is 
particularly strong. 

“Life on a low income, as ex- 
perienced by a large and grow- 
ing minority of the population 
b a stressful, debilitating and de- 
meaning experience,” said Ms 
Kempson, a senior fellow at the 
Policy Studies Institute. “While 
some people manage their bud- 
gets more successfully than oth- 
ers, the inability of those on the 
lowest incomes to make ends 
meet can seldom be attributed 
to fecklessness. 

“Most of those in debt feel 



While Kevin Hogan was fighting for Britain, ‘Mrs Thatcher was smiling* patting us on the back and robbing us bfimf Photograph: Philip Meech 
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knowing they can't pay rather 
than won’t pay. They have 
found to their cost that looking 
after the pennies on benefit 
does not necessarily mean the 
pounds win look after them- 
selves.” 

The foundation is calling for 
a commitment to achieve the 
fullest possible level of em- 
ployment, policies to tackle low 
pay and ensuring that tax 
changes do not increase the bur- 
dens on those least able to pay. 

“The unco-ordinated poli- 
cy-making which has forced 
poorer people to pay the price 
for changes that have benefit- 
ed the majority must be ad- 
dressed,” said a spokesman. 
“It is important that people in 
that position are allowed to ben- 
efit from general rises in pros- 
perity” 


Fifteen years ago, Kevin Hogan 
was a proud supporter of what 
he calls “the system”. He was a 
member of the British Army’s 
parachute regiment, and served 
in both Northern Ireland and 
the Falkland Islands, writes 
Glenda Coopen 

“When I went out to the Falk- 
landsitwasall, ‘off you go chaps, 
you’ll never want for anything’. 
When I used to hear hand of 
Hope and Gory, the hairs would 
stand on the back of my neck. 
I don't get that feeling now.” 

Hogan left the army in 1989 
and has since been diagnosed as 
suffering from post traumatic 
stress disorder. He and his wife 
Jane and their two children - 
Hannah, 6, and Luke, 3 - now 
live on his incapacity benefit, 
which comes to £128 a week, 
and Us admiration for Margaret 
Thatcher and her free market 
economy has disappeared. 

“While we were off fighting, 
all the Government was think- 


The phone 
number is dead 

Long live the 
Personal 

Number. 



New technology has given birth to the 
Personal Number. 

A younger, fitter, more adaptable number 
that dictates you no longer need a list of 
telephone numbers to keep in touch. 

All you need is one Personal Number. Tour 
very own 07000 number. 

A Personal Number is not connected to any particular phone, it's connected to a person. 

Whether you're at home, in your office, the gym. a friend's house or travelling with a 
mobile, you simply direct all your calls to the nearest phone. Tour caller win never know 
your location. 

And in business, it means you never have to miss an important call. 

Your number could be a highly memorable combination or even spell something on the 
phone's keypad. 

Numbers are going fust, so don't delay if you want a special one. Don't risk, your 
business deals coming to a dead end. Bing now. 


the PERSONAL 

NUMBER COtVlPANY RLC 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH VODAFONE GROUP 


07000 70 70 70 

Get personal if you want to get ahead 


ing about was winningtbe next 
election. Margaret Thatcher 
was smiling, patting us on the 
back and robbing ns blind. 

“Poverty deprives you of 
yourself, of pleasures, leisure 
and security,” he continues. “I 
see my wife going without good 


food so she can give it to the 
children. There is a constant 
presaire to pay bill& You’re for- 
ever robbing Peter to pay PauL 
Most of our money goes an fuel 
bills, as it is realty difficult to 
heat our house.” 

When the family home was 
repossessed last year, the thing 
that hurt him most was the feat 


and bewilderment of his chil- 
dren. They could not under- 
standVrfaereorwhyitbadgone. 

“Poverty is seen as a farfubre," 
he explains. 


teem; and the media give you 
these verbal beatings, leading 
eyoyone to believe it is their 
fouhff^le^rispoor. We etist in 

- .vc—- 


Foundation that targets cause of scc?a: ;Ks 

• 7 ^ERP® : 

?- 


It is over 90 yeacs since the Joseph 
Foundation was set up, funded by shat 
Rowntree chocolate company, wKhlfte 
seeing out "thfe cOTdeifyfog causes 
ore#8j7 ' ‘ 

In^tonan tithes, as now, trio, 
Rownfree was synonymous with 
In his teenage yeess the great Qt*aker; 
philanthropist had witnessed the Irish- 
famine by his 30 s+»trad pubps fi ptf'. 
papers'on poverty: 

WhSS he set to tfcf 
£ 42,000 In shams, to 
causes and sotottoosto 



a . system full of selfishness. It’s 
like we’re told that poverty 
doesn't exist Then I ask myself: 
why is everyone terrified of 
getting sacked? It's because 
they know where they'll end up 
- where we are. You can only 
make it these days by standing 
on your fellow man." 

But he believes that such an 
individualistic society cannot 
survive for long. 

“I’m not asking for pity. I'm 
sure if we all got together and 
talked about it we'd realise that 
the current system isn't work- 
ing. At the moment there's no 
room for human emotions — 
things such as compassion to- 
wards your fellow man.” 

He berates politicians for 
their inaction. “1 wonder what 
Mr Major thinks when he lies 
his bead on his pillow at night. 
If I met him I would say, ‘Can’t 
we just take a look at the sys- 
tem, because the one we've 
got now stinks'.” 
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‘Derbyshire’ inquiry to cost £2m 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

The search forwhat caused the 
sinking of the Derbyshire, lost in 
the Pacific Ocean 1 6 years ago, 
will proceed in two phases, the 
Government announced yes- 
terday. 

The most complex marine ac- 
cident investigation carried out 
by the United Kingdom will in- 
volve two expeditions to foe she 
of the sinking, off the coast of 
Japan, at a cost of £2m. 

A source at the Department 
of Transport described the quest 
yesterday as “like trying to fly 
through the Alps in a glider 
bolding a pen-torch in your 
mouth as your only light”. 

The fust expedition, due 
within the next month and last- 
ing five days, is to fix the loca- 
tion of the stern by sonar 


mapping and possibly the use of 
a remotety operaredsuhmarine. 


the International Transport 
Federation discovered foe bulk 
of the wredcage last year but 
could not identity thfe stern, 
which the federation susjaects is 
at another wredcage she five 
miles away. ' 

The second expediticta, to last 
between three and eight weeks 
early next year, will entail a 
more detailed marine survey 
and may feature the descent of 
a manned submarine 4,300 me- 
tres (14,100ft) to the seabed. 

The 90,000-ton British- 

owned Derbyshire sank in Sepr 
tember 1980 in a typhoon whOe 
on the way from Canada to 
Japan, with the loss of all 44 
people onboard. . . 

The ship ?«£:inodexa - four 
years old — and double-hulled. 


so the department believes the 
reasons it went down may hold 
lessons for the design and safe- 
ty of other vessels. 

The Derbyshire Families As- 
sociation, which has led a 
lengthy campaign to force the 
department to investigate the 
disaster, expressed disappoint- 
ment that h would not be rep- 


resented on the expedition. 

The Runilies Association ar- 
gues that catastrophic failure of 
one of ship's frames - No 65 - 
caused the sinking. 

But the expedition will con- 
sider another 12 suggested 
causes for the disaster, includ- 
ing failure of the hatch cover or 
engine. 
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DAILY POEM 





The Non-Interveners 

By Geoffrey Grigson 

in England the handsome Minister with the second 
and a half chin and his heart-shaped mind 
hanging on his dim watch-chain, die Minister 
with gout who shaves low on his holly-stem neck. 

In Spain sail the brown and gilt and the twisted 
pillar, still the olives, and in ate mountains 
the chocolate trunks of cork trees bans from 
the knee, the little smoke from the sides 
of the charcoal-burner's gyey tump, the ebony sea- 
hedgehogs in the clear water, the cuttle speared 
at night; and also the black slime under 
the bullet-pocked wall also the arterial blood 
squirting into the curious future, also 
the greasy cloud streaked with red in yellow; and. 

In England the ominous grey paper, with its 
indifferent headline, its news from our own 


and in England the crack-willows, their 
wet leaves reversed by the wind; and 
the swaQows sitting different ways like 
notes of music between the black poles on 
the five telephone wires. 

The most testing event for British poets in the Thirties was 
the Spanish Civil War, when Franco's Fascists overthrew the 
elected Republican government writeg%lentme C unningham 
The world’s left-leaning poets- the mmority - took up Spain’s 
cause as a moral crusade, flocking to Spain as fighters, med- 
ical workers and propagandists. The passion and fury evoked 
by war filled the pages of Auden, Spender, Orwell, Mac- 
Neice, Laurie Lee: heroic songs, laments, elegies, poems from 
battlefields, hospital, prison, and, in this insmrw. Geoffrey 
Griffon’s scarcely concealed attack on foe British government’s 
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£8,065,00 


12Wortft» Repayments 


Total CwwPwe 


• TYPICAL EXAMPLE 


Cash prinOnc on-ttia road cosfett 


£8,065.00 



48 Monthly Repayments | ' £160.80 


Tbtai Credit Price 


£9.834.65* 


TYPICAL EXAMPLE 


Cash pnca One. on the road costelt 


Deposit 50% 


24 MontWy Repayments 


Total Credrt Price 


£8,06500 


£168.02 
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Patience with 
Britain begins 

to wear thin 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

Douglas Hogg, the Agriculture 
Minister, was last night again 
battling to ease the European 
ban on British beef as the Gov- 
ernment intensified its disrup- 
tion of European Union 
business, provoking an in- 
creasing storm of protest. 

Mr Hogg presented a 121- 
page document to European 
agriculture ministers listing 
British BSE eradication mea- 
sures in his latest attempt to se- 
cure a lifting of the ban on 
gelatine, tallow and semen. 

Despite Mr Hogg's latest ini- 
tiative, Government hopes of se- 
curing an easing of the ban 
appeared to hangm the balance, 
as Germany and Austria indi- 
cated they would continue to 
block the modification. Spain, 
Belgium and Luxembourg, who 
previously opposed the change, 
showed sipis of switching sides, 
lifting British hopes of a break- 
through. 

Mr Hogg yesterday repeated 
John Major's insistence that 
Britain's programme of dis- 
ruption of EU business would 
continue unless the ban on the 
three beef byproducts was lifted 
and a -framework'’ for remov- 
ing the entire ban was agreed. 
The Government's message last 
night was that without progress. 
Bn tain would proceed with its 
threat to sabotage the Florence 
summit in three weeks' time. 

As Mr Hogg was attempting 
to win over his European coun- 
terparts, Kenneth Clarke, the 
Chancellor, and Eric Forth, the 
Employment Minister, were 
spearheading an intensified 
veto campaign by blocking eight 
measures in separate Euro- 
pean Council meetings. Mr 
Clarke, who blocked a loog- 
standing measure to combat EU 
fraud, previously supported by 
Britain, said he had told fellow 
finance ministers that Britain 


would continue to block all de- 
cisions requiring unanimity un- 
til a framework was in place for 
lif ting the ban. “1 indicated 
how we will proceed until the 
ban is lifted,” he said. Mr Forth 
infuriated his European part- 
ners by blocking a plan to des- 
ignate 1997 as the European 
year against racism. 

The disruption brought the 
strongest protests yet from Eu- 
ropean commissioners and 
ministers, who cautioned that 
other European governments 
would soon begin their own 
counter-retaliation measures 
against Britain. Ivan Yates, the 
Irish Agriculture Minister, said 
there would come a point when 


The more they 
block decisions 
the more they 
risk others lining 
up against them’ 


continental member states -get 
as bloody-minded as the 
British”. 

Karel van Miert, commis- 
sioner for the internal market, 
said Britain was a “drifting ship”. 
“Britain is playing with fixe. The 
more they block EU decisions 
the more they run the risk of all 
the others lining up against 
them. If the impression is given 
that an end to the export ban de- 
pends on a political power game 
and not on scientific arguments 
or public health it will hardly re- 
assure people about the lifting 
of the ban/ he said. 

Padraig Flynn, commission- 
er far social affairs, said the de- 
cision to block the anti-racism 
measure had brought “palpable 


disappointment”. He added: 
“Ths shows the bad effect of the 
UK policy. They stood alone 
and a proposal to combat 
racism has fallen victim to their 

policy." 

Britain's campaign to secure 
the lifting of the beef ban is be- 
ing conducted on three fronts. 
Mr Hogg’s document detailing 
eradication measures is designed 
to reassure member states that 
Britain is instituting a concerted 
anti-BSE programme. The doc- 
ument listed cuffing plans, and 
a programme for increased 
monitoring. Mr Hogg said pro- 
posals were also to be made un- 
der which farmers could be 
convicted of a criminal offence 
should they be found to be 
keeping or using infected cattle 
feed on their premises. Apart 
from this proposal, however, 
Mr Hogg conceded yesterday 
that the document contained 
“nothing new". 

On a second front, Malcolm 
Rifldnd, the Foreign Secretary 
and Mr Hogg will today attempt 
to launch negotiations for a 
longer-term framework for lift- 
ing the entire ban. Mr Rifldnd 
will discuss proposals in Brus- 
sels with Jacques San ter, the 
European Commission Presi- 
dent, under which the ban 
would be lifted for exports to 
third countries for calves and 
for cattle fed on grass and 
cleared of BSE. 

Mr Rifldnd and Mr Hogg will 
travel to all member states over 
the next few days to sell then- 
framework proposal. 

The programme of disrupt- 
ing EU business will continue, 
as the third prong of the gov- 
ernment's strategy. Included in 
the measures opposed by Mr 
Clarke yesterday was a proposal 
granting money to help pay for 
elections in Bosnia. Among 
plans blocked by Mr Forth was 
a move to increase equal op- 
portunities for women in in- 
dustry and commerce. 




NO 


Farms with suspect feed to be fined fell.' 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

The Government yesterday an- 
nounced that it would make it 
a criminal offence for British 

imal feelTwhicb couldspread 
bovine spongiform en- 
cephalopathy (BSE), in a de- 
tailed dossier setting out its 
“programme to eradicate BSE 
in the United Kingdom”. 

Douglas Hogg, the Minister 
of Agriculture, was given a cool 
welcome when he presented the 
programme to European Union 
farm ministers. Most of it re- 
views action already an- 
nounced, and it seems unlikely 
to persuade the EU to go fur- 
ther than today's expected lift- 
ing of die ban on exports from 
Britain of the beef derivatives, 
gelatine, tallow and bull semen. 




The document claims: 
“Britain now has tougher con- 
trols a ffitima BSE than any oth- 
er country in the world.” 

Under the programme, farm- 
ers will have to dear remaining 
stocks of all feeds tuffs con- 
taining meat and bone meal by 
the end of July - and then face 
fines if stocks which have been 
identified as the root cause of 
the crisis are found on their 
premises. 

The dossier says that the 
Government is paying for a 
“recall” scheme in the next two 
months to dear the last re- 
maining Supplies of the animal 
protein feed which was banned 
for cattle in 1989, but only 
banned for feeding to pigs and 
poultry in March this year. 

It is now believed that cross- 


contamination in feedmills 
where the same machine s are 
used for processing meal for cat- 
tle and for other farm animals 
is to blame for nearly 27, 000 cas- 
es of BSE which have broken 
out since the ban was mtro- 
duced for cattle. 

“After the recovery of all 
meat and hone meal from milk 
and farms daring June ami 
July, its- possession will be a 
criminal act,” Mrlfogg said as 
the taffw began: • > ■ ’ 

The document also sets out 
the details of the Gjavetnnuenfs 
plan for selective cuffiHg-af up 
to 80,000 extra catfle“wtnc4tcan 
beidentffied as aLporticalpfy .. 
high risk erf-BSE^.,7j 
It estimates that JhiSr ygSfer 
have a dramatic effect on 
number of cases of the disease 
reported- this year. It hadvexp 
peered afall of 40 percent from 


the 14,000 cases in 1995 to 
8,40G cases this year, but it 
says the selective slaughter 
policy “should bring the num- 
ber of cases predicted for 1996 
down by between 15 and 30 per 
cent on top of the 40 per cent 
reduction”. 

The document says Britain 
will start to introduce “animal 
passports” next month, along 
with new rules for “registering 
and tig htly controlling" special- 
ist beef herds with “a long record 
of freedom from BSE”. This of- 
fers b<^ for orgmircfannera and 
smaller upmarket herds which 
have always been BSE-free. 

. The dossier does not set out 
the Government’s plans for a 
“framevroik” for the phased lift- 
ing of the ban - the subject of 
a separate document not made 
public yesterday. 

The public document sets out 


the Government’s three main 
goals: ‘Above all, it wishes Lo pro- 
tect consumers against any risk, 
however remote, that BSE may 
be transferred to Man. It seeks 
to eliminate BSE in the UK cat- 
tle herd. And it aims to prevent 
the transfer of BSE to any oth- 
er animal species.” 

In return for the measures 
outlined in the dossier to 
achieve these goals, the docu- 
. ment sets out “What Britain ex- 
pects from its European Union 
partners”. It urges member 
states to remember the EU’s 
-fundamental principle” of free 
trade, and continues: “As the 
United Kingdom works to erad- 
icate BSE by bringing in animal 
passports and other controls, it 
expects its efforts to be reflect- 
ed in early moves to a phased 
lifting of the EU’s ban on beef 
and beef by-products.” 


HOW II) IM.AY 


The Independent Euro- 
pean Championship 
Football Forecast offers 
you the opportunity to 
use your footballing 
skill and judgement to 
answer the 11 questions 
printed below. 

Make your selections 
from the answer panel 
below. For every correct 
answer you will earn the 
number of points attrib- 
uted to that question. 
The individual with the 
highest number of points 
will win our prize, a VIP 
trip to see Milan in an 
important home match 
next season. 

Details of how to 
enter are given oppo- 
site. You can enter at 
any point up until 12:00 
noon on Saturday 8 June 
1996, the first day of 
Euro "96. 


Each of the 11 questions 
has a points value. If you 
answer any of the ques- 
tions correctly you will 
earn the points attributed 
to that question. In addi- 
tion to the 11 main ques- 
tions you will be required 
to answer a tie-break ques- 
tion. This question does 
not have a points value 
and will only come into 
play should the necesaty 
arise. The winner will be 
the individual who earns 
the most points in the 
competition. 


T he reader with 
Hie highest num- 
ber of points at 
the end of i 
the 1996 European / 
Championship will ij 
win our prize - a ■ 
VIP trip to see Mi- D 
Ian in an Impor- I 
taunt home match 1" 
next season. \ 

Yon wiB be flown ’ 
to Milan, fashion and 
football capital of the 


UCKSTIONS 


All questions related to goals 
sewed do not include goals saved 
m penalty shoot-outs. 

points laftw 

L Whteh striker from the Hst 

below wll score the nost 14 

goals in Emo *96? 

2. Which striker from the list 

below wB score tke least 13 

is Eao *96? 

3 Which goalkeeper from the 

1st below will concede the « 
least goals hi Ego t 967 

4, Which goalkeeper from tin 

fet below irii concede the jq 
mostgaals in Enro *96? 

5, How many goals wfl be 

scored in total hi Ormp C, jj. 
(Czech Rep., Genunft Italy, 

Bassial? 

Gl Haw manor goals wll there be _ 

rathe Eaghad v Switzerland * 

game? 

7. How Many goals wfl there be 
to the Turkey v Croatia gaae? 7 

8b How many goals wfl then he _ 

Id the Netherlands v Eagtand . ** 

gwtf 

9. How raaayyelaw cards wfl be 

toned in the qwrter-finald? 9 

Ml How atanjr substitutions «riB 

there beat the Wenhky * 

semi-final? - 

lL How sangr shots on target wfl 
there be in the Netherlands v |2 
Scotland game, ffignres based 
oa ITY stat is tic s) ? ■ 

Tie Break: How maay gaals wtt be 
scared in open pfay h Earn '96? 


orld, stay for two 
nights in one of the 
city's finest hotels 
and watch Milan 

take on another Eu- 
! ropean giant in 
an important home 
game, whilst eujoy- 
I ing VIP hospitality 
courtesy of Vaux- 
ktall the sister 
company of Opel, 
Milan’s club 
poosors. 


LEDGE 


TEST YOUR FOOTBALL KNOW 
AND WIN A TRIP TO MILAN 


Play THE INDEPENDENT 

_^e»ropeun championship 




CM 0891 363 392‘ To Enter Call 0891 363 39T 

PlllSG phone C^s charged 39p per BiRiute cheap rate and 49p per naaute ^ afl other tones Tone phone 

E ngland hasn’t seen anything like it Germany to victory? Can Paolo Maldim and The 16 competing cramtrig are diridedmto 

since 1966. Next month's European his team erase the memory of Italy's 1994 four groups, with the leading two from each 
Championship will be the biggest sport- World Cup final defeat? WQl Alan Shearer section going forward to the quarter-finals, 
ing event staged on these shores since Bobby prove he’s England’s most feared striker? From then on it's sudden death. 

Moore's ade beat Germany 4-2 in the kyodary All questions will be answered at the Wfem- In this sporting spirit The Independent and 
World Cup final 30 years ago. bly final on June 30th. Meanwhile, our the Independent on Sunday invite you to test 

No one knows whether Tfcrry Vfenables’ appetites already whetted by the presence in your footballing knowledge. Play our Euro *96 

team can emulate hisiotv, but the drama and English dubs of leading Europeans (France’s competition and you can pit your footballing 
suspense of Euro *96 will captivate the nation. Eric Cantona and Holland’s Ruud Gullit), we expertise against other readers and a selection 
Four years ago Denmark stunned the can expect a feast of fbotbalL of celebrities, 

international football community by winning The opening game - England vs Switzerland Ultimatly yon have the chance of winning 

the European Championship in Sweden. Can at Wembley is on 8 June. Two days later Scot- our prize: a VTP trip to waxefa Milan play an 

they do it again? WH1 Jurgen Klinsmann lead land play the Netherlands at Villa Park: important home match next season. 


The 1 6 competing countries are divided in to 
four groups, with the leading two from each 
section going forward to the quarter-finals. 
From then on it’s sudden death. 

In this sporting spirit The Independent and 
the Independent on Sunday invite you to test 
your footballing knowledge. Flay our Euro *96 
competition and you can pit your footballing 


Study the 1L questions op- 
posite carefully. 

Using your knowledge of 
football, choose an answeribr 
each question from the an- 
swer list below. 

Make a note of your answer 
to each question together 
with each answer’s three- 
digit code (to the left of the 
answer). 

Ybu will use the three digit 
answer rode to input your an- 
swer for each question into 
our computer telephone en- 
try system. 

You will also be asked on our 
entry line to tell us verbally 
the total number of goals you 
believe will be scored in open 
play (not including penalty 
shoot-outs) throughout Euro 
*96. Make a note of your ver- 
bal answer before you call. 
There is no code for this 
question. 

Once you have selected your 
11 answers you wffl have a list 
of 11, three-digit answer 
codes pins your figure of to- 
tal goals scored in Euro "96. 
Now dial our entry line. 

If you have a Pulse phone, 
one which makes dirking 
noises when you dial, then 
dial 0891 363 392. If you have 
a Tone Phone, one which 
makes tone noises when you 
dial, simply dial 0891 363 391. 
By following the instructions 
given on the line carefully and 
double checking the selection 


is correct before you dial, your 
entry into the game will be 
quick and easy. 

Enter your 11 answer codes 
in order when asked on line 
using your telephone dial / 
keypad. You will thea be 
asked to slate your total 
goals scored in open play (not 
including penalty shoot-outs) 
during Euro *96 before you 
leave your own details. You 
will then receive your unique 
PIN number which is the 
only valid proof of entry. 
Have a pen handy to note this 
down. 

If you do not receive a PIN 
then your selection has not 
been registered. 

The lines are open 24 hours 
aday until noon on Saturday 
8 June 1996. You may enter 
as many times as you wish 
and yon will receive a differ- 
ent PIN for each entry. 

In the event of a tie between 
entrants, scored on the basis 
of the 11 answers given, the 
total number of goals scored 
in Euro *96 - as selected by 
each entrant - shall be taken 
into account. The entrant 
giving a figure nearest to the 
actual total number of goals 
scored in Euro *96 wfl] be the 
winner. 

In the event of a further tie, a 
Euro *96 footbaO quiz will be 
set by The Independent Spcats 
Editor to decide the winner. 
Sorry, not available in the 
Republic of Ireland. 


of celebrities. 

Ultimatly you have the chance of winning 
our prize: a VIP trip to watch Milan play an 
important home match next season. 


code Strikers 

300 

303 H. SMcbkm (Bulgaria) 

304 


B33 ft 


Numbers 


803 On 


840 TtMNity-tbnw 


873 

874 Forty-o*m 

878 il lMM lM 
876 

878 Forty-fhm 


All teJeptoae cafls are 
c ha r y*! at Wppernrin 
cheap rate and 49p per 
mm at aS other times. 

Max caB duration 8 
mins. Entries made tqr 
pay phone east appnzri- 
maicfy mice that made 

nung a normal tele- 
phone. 

Competition only open 
lo those ebaifing Grom 
the UK using the offi- . 
aaj Independent tele- 
phone entiy tines. 
Answer selection*, ana 
matte, cannot he . . 
altered. 


Newspaper PnbUdiing 
Pc reserves the right to 
.Hop the game ai any 
date and change the 
eamSdon*. ' 

or iaeonect sriedians 
wflnot be accepted. 
Sony, not rabble in 
the RepobEe of IretaikL 

Newspaper Pn hhrhing 
Pic are nor responsible 
tor any entries km or 

defaymi In rranslcr, 

Itoal Newspaper Pub- 
tishmg roles apply. Ed- 
tart deaden is final in 
an maDen relating to ■ 


No oormpundimae. in 
writing or by telephone, 
wBl be entered into. 
PtmI of magnetic rrnn- 
•crip* win not be ac- 
cepted as ptooi of 
atmy. 

Employee* of Newspa- 

per Publnhing, Mirror 
Group. TIM ltd, Euro- 
pe 01 Group, ngpttuand 
famines arc not allowed 
to enter. 

Closing dale of the 
xwipeatKm is tnidday 



8th June 1M6. 
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Defence deal 
keeps all the 
parties happy 


m 


m 


^\ MiC J aei Howard * the Home Secretary, |L|^^Mal«>frnRHWn<ithefton^ — , , 

1^1 W M°. n Proposal he vwJI block today: *l |\|fl lgave his v4ewsfr> Baffin on ptenstD^ve 
* ^? 7 ^^ t ^^^ trft} ^areearm-shaking ■ Europe more mOtayrnuscie: .'Burope 

arc Useful measur ^> many of which we JESi 1 ?!! Jt couW somehow riyal Nato --. •■’^miSsffi2E2J 
braalty support, but which we are not gpin g to al- [J ato cont^ues to4* the SSS 

low to proceed. -The extent of the damage he said. rt 000,6 tocomb^opefapM^oroper ad c m rfewy 

depends on how quickly matters SSS^SSSt :*■**■. . / . ^ • ^J^fSfeSS 


Makxtfrn RHMnd, the FDru^’&crelary, 
gave his views fr» Berfinon ptenstogve 


KervtMt Cferte, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer &, togefther with Eric Forth, 
the an^oymenthwastecspearhead- 
Bted veto carafe) by Mocking a senes 
was in separate European Council mea- 


1 p, | on now qutaay matters can be resolved. - .. . isKa^ffr CtohesaicL • 

)e lli Italy may return to the ERM fold 


M« TUENTWt 


DIANE COYLE 
Economics Editor 
and SARAH HELM 
Luxembourg 

The Italian government is con- 
sidering returning the lira to the 
European exchange rate mech- 
anism on 22 June, just before 
the end of the country's EU 
presidency. 

But Britain, which fell out of 
the ERM in 1992 after the 
pound came under pressure 
on international markets, con- 
tinues to resist re-entry. 

The Italian cabinet is com- 
mitted to returning to the ERM 
and eventually joining the sin- 
gle currency. It is currently de- 
bating the merits of re-entry 
later this month rather than in 
the autumn and is due to decade 
within a week. 

Moving swiftly would have 
the advantage of improving the 
country’s chances of joining 
the single currency right .from 
its start. On the other hand, de- 
laying for several months would 
give the new government more 


>*• .y V, : . .y ; MONEY ’ \ ^ 

lime to draw up a budget that 
would be credible with the fi- 
nancial markets. 

The new government is at 
present enjoying a honeymoon 
period with die markets, but fi- 
nanciers want to see it admin- 
ister a strong dose of 
budgetary medicine to bring 
the huge national debt under 
controL 

Andrea Delitaia. Italian 
economist at investment bank 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
said: “There is no room to save 
money from the government 
deficit in a non-painful way. 
They must define a credible fe- 
cal policy with budget mea- 
sures that will save at least 15 
trillion lire.” 

The new Prime Minister, 
Romano Prodt has said he 
plans a supplementary budget 
in mid-June. 

The government deficit has 
increased sharpfycbmpared to 
a year earlier in the first four 
months of this fin a n cial year. 


Oils of 10 trillion lire have been 
drawn up to help bring the 
shortfall bade towards the 109.4 
trillion lire target for 1996. 

The Italian currency has al- 
ready recovered nearly 25 per 
. cent in value against the Ger- 
man mark during the past 12 
months, compared to the 
pound’s climb of less than 7 per 
cent . The pound and lira were 
ejected from the exchange rate 
mechanism together in Sep- 
tember 199Z 

Britain, however, continues to 
resist pressure to rejoin the 
ERM. Kenneth Garke, fee 
Chancellor, yesterday claimed 
“Game set and match” for 
Britain after saying he had suc- 
cessfully deferred a decision on 
whether Britain must join an- 
other exchange rate mecha- 
nism. Mr Clarke was attending 
a meeting of finance ministers 
in Luxembourg. 

Several member-states are ar- 
guing that Britain must join the 
ERM under fee Maastricht 
treaty if it wants to keep the op- 
tion open of taking part in fee 


How Labour devised its 
softly-softly approach 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

The case against Labour’s and 
the pro-European Tories’ han- 
dling of the beef crisis was laid 
out yesterday by Menzies 
Campbell, the ’Liberal Democ- 
rat foreign-affaire spokesman. 
“You’re either in favour of non- 
cooperation [with EU busmessj 
or you're not. To say you’re in 
favour of a little non-coo pera- 
, tion is a bit like saying you are 
in favour of a little sin but not 
too much.” 

What then was fee genesis of 
Labour's cautious policy of 
qualified support for John Ma- 
jor's non-cooperation strate- 
gy? On 22 May Tony Blair had 
about 10 minutes’ notice of Mr 
Major’s statement in the Com- 
mons of his non-cooperation 
policy, which is why he confined 
himself almost entirely in the 
House to asking questions 
about how far Mr Major had 
thought out his strategy. The 
first clear hint of how Labour 
was moving did not come until 
next dav. The slightly surprising 
sub-text of Mr Blair's statement 
to reporters covering his trip to 
Rome almost appeared to be 
that if fee policy was OK by 
Kenneth Clarke, the most active 


pro-European in the Cabinet, it 
was OK by Labour. “Talk of war 
on Europe is foolish and deeply 
unhelpful. But if this is, as Ken- 
neth Clarke has described it, a 
way of exerting pressure to 
break an impasse by concen- 
trating minds, that is a tactic that 
other countries have used. I will 
not undermine it, in the inter- 
ests of the country, prowled It 
is measured and lawfuL" 

By this time, three options 
had been discussed by Mr Blair, 
Donald Dewax, fee Chief Whip 
and Robin Cook, Labour’s for- 
eign-affairs spokesman, at the 
end of a telephone during bus 
trip to Eastern Europe: quali- 
fied support; outright opposition 
and what a Labour source de- 
scribed as “sitting on the fence.” 
The latter two options were 
ruled out: the third because it 
would be too feeble and the sec- 
ond because it would expose 
Labour to the charge of being 
unpatriotic, not to mention the 
condemnation of those Tbry 
newspapers that have been so 
unreliable in their support of Mr 
Major. Mr Blair sensed a trap 
and told colleagues: “We will 
play it as tactically and cannily 


as Major is.” So party managers 
settled on the first option. They 
knew public opinion would 
broadly support Mr Major’s 
stance, although they may not 
have fully realised it would 
make no impact on the Tbries’ 
overall popularity, as last week’s 
Mori poll indicates. 

After Mr Cook r e t urn ed, the 
qualified-opposition approach 
was further refined: govern- 
ment policy is to oppose every 
proposal feat has to be decid- 
ed by unanimity, to practice that 
means the strategy only bites cm 
decisions which Britain wants 
taken, or at least does not mind 
being taken. (Those it is against 
it would oppose anyway). 

Labour decided to make a 
virtue of that by ensuring it did 
not support every use of fee 
veto, for example the vetoing of 
fraud measures which (he Gov- 
ernment had long advocated. 
In practice, the party has given 
itself the maximum flexibility: if 
fee policy works. Labour has 
supported it; if it does not, it still 
has room for opposition. 

This may not be the stuff of 
visionary statesmanship but as 
raw politics it has a good chance 
of being a workable solution to 
a painful dilemma. 
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single currency. Mr Clarke, 
however, has always insisted no 
such obligation exists. After 
the Luxembourg meeting, 
which was dominated by fee 
beef controversy, Mr Garke 
said his partners had agreed to 
defer fee entire issue until the 
Dublin summit in December. 

Separately, Mr Clarke yes- 
terday openly relished German 
discomfort over fee European 
Commission’s finding that ft ex- 
ceeded the Maastricht budget 
deficit requirement for 1995, 
when its deficit readied 35 

ucL Germany now faces Com- 
mission penalties, it was 
confirmed. Mr Garke said ebul- 
liently: “We dealt with the ex- 
cessive deficit procedure by 

c nnfirmmg lhHtfipiTnanyhasan 

excessive deficit.” 

All but the three smallest of 
the 15 EU nations are an the so- 
called excessive-deficit list. Den- 
mark. was taken off the list 
yesterday, joining Ireland and 
Luxembourg. 

EU forecasts show fee bud- 

Howard in 
a stew over 
tough line 

HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Mchad Howard today places his 
Eurosceptic credentials above 
those of law and order when he 
blocks measures to counter ter- 
rorism, drugs, fraud and cor- 
ruption as part of the protest at 
the EU beef ban. 

. Yesterday the Home Secretary 
conceded the measures- which 
also include his other bete noire, 
illegal immigration - were 
“useful” but denied he was cut- 
ting off his nose to spile his 
face. • 

Even though some proposals 
could be delayed until October 
by the government stance. Mr 
Howard maintained non-co-op- 
eration was the only way to get 
other member-states to realise 
the beef question was of “im- 
mense proportions”. 

lb head off criticism that he 
was sacrificing sensible mea- 
sures. he claimed other EU gov- 
ernments had reservations about 
some of the plans and might any- 
way have rejected them. “I don’t 
think any of them are earth-shak- 
ing in their significance but they 
are useful measures, many of 
which we broadly support but 
which we are not going to allow 
to proceed.” 


get gap widening siiD further this 
year to 3.9 per cent as Ger- 
many s record unemployment 
cuts tax revenue and pushes up 
welfare spending. The same 
forecasts, releasedlast month by 
the EU’s executive agency, 
show Germany sneaking in be- 
low the 3-per-cent deficit bar- 
rier in 1997 - the crucial year 
when the decision on who 
adopts the euro will be taken. 
The finance ministers yesterday 
also attempted to push for- 
ward plans for a so-called sta- 
bility pact, under which 
countries which join monetary 
union will be obliged to keep 
to strict economic convergence 
criteria after fee 1999 launch. 
Hie stability pact is a German 
idea, but has met with resistance 
from some member-states. Ob- 
jections have been raised to 
Germany's proposal that coun- 
tries that do not keep to fee 
rules should suffer instant fines. 

No resolution to fee dis- 
agreement was achieved yes- 
terday and further work will 
continue on the plan. 


IMREKARACS 

Berlin 

and MARY DEJEV5KY 
Pans 

“Are you satisfied?” asked 
Klaus Kinkck the German For- 
eign Minister, as he humped 
into his French counterpart. 
Hcrve dc Charette. in the lift. 
France was “very satisfied”. Mr 
de Charette assured him. 

Nalo foreign ministers, meet- 
ing in Berlin for the first time 
in the history of the alliance, had 
just agreed to free the European 
members of Nato from their 
transatlantic shackles. 

Britain, historically unhappy 
about anything that would cre- 
ate a European defence struc- 
ture separate from Naio, went 
along quite happily. 

“For the first time in the his- 
tory of the Atlantic affiance. Eu- 
rope can express its defence 
identity,” proclaimed Mr dc 
Charette, not forgetting to cred- 
it France with the achievement. 
The years in fee Cold War 
wilderness were over. 

With the creation of the Eu- 
ropean Security and Defence 
Identity (ESDI k the continent's 
alphabet soup of organisations 
charged with maintaining the 
peace has acquired its most vi- 
ta] ingredient veL 

For ESDI is the Holy Grail 
of European defence, allowing 
just a few member slates to 
mount peace-keeping missions, 
even outside the boundaries of 
Nato. Its most important ele- 
ment is fee Combined Joint 
Task Force (CJTFLa sort of de- 
fence Lego that can be built up 
at short notice to send to the 
world’s hot-spots. 

Europe lacked this flexibili- 
ty throughout the Bosnia crisis. 
In fee new set-up, whose tech- 
nical aspects will be finalised by 
December, a few interested 
member-stales can raise such an 
army, which will remain under 
the aegis of Nato, but will not 
require the active participation 
of all members. 

A CJTF could operate under 
fee command of fee Western 
European Union, fee defence 
body feat is linked both to 


FORCES 


Nato and the European Union. 

But this is not the kind of Eu- 
ropean force that France has 
been clamouring for. nur that 
which Britain' has fought 
against. “There was a suggestion 
at one stage ihat there should 
be a separate European com- 
mand structure,” satu Malcolm 
Rifkind, the British Foreign 
Secretary, “li did not survive, 
nor did it descree to." 

While Mr Rifkind was in 
Berlin, the British Defence Sec- 
retary. Michael Portillo, was in 
Paris* underlining the view that 
defence, armaments and armies 
are matters to be decided pri- 
marily by sovereign govern- 
ments. not hy the 

‘The new deal, 
if anything, 
ties the US to 
Europe more 
firmly than 
ever before’ 

“supranational institutions" of 
the European Union. 

Mr Portillo sought to differ- 
entiate between dcicncc group- 
ings. like Nalo and the West 
European Union on the one 
hand, and the EU on the oth- 
er. 

He wanted to scotch the idea 
feat either the new European 
"pillar” in Nalo or the WEU 
were, or could become, the de- 
fence arm of fee European 
Union. Addressing an audi- 
ence at the French military 
academy, he insisted that nei- 
ther Nato nor the WEU could 
submit itself to policies made by 
the EU. 

He also stressed that Europe 
is only at fee beginning of its 
quest for a new defence struc- 
ture: “The WEU is not and will 
not be. a European substitute 
for Nalo. But it is fee right body 
to provide political authority 
and direction for European op- 
erations in future." he said. 


Mr Portillo said that in- 
stances of “acting unihtcr.tUy 
within Nato” would “begin .it 
fee small end and fur some time 
ahead be limited". 

The new deal, it ;ui\ thine, ties 
the United Stales more firmly 
to Europe than ever before- 
Wit hi hi t US input, a combined 
European force would have 
trouble pacifying Liechtenstein, 
let alone bringing pc;tcc to the 
Balkans. 

Any mission will continue to 
rcK on US satellite intelligence, 
heavy military transport air- 
craft and communications tech- 
nology. which under this 
agreement can now be "bor- 
rowed'' from Nalo. 

But the arrangements will al- 
low future L'S presidents to help 
out with small-scale Bosnia- 
style missions without provok- 
ing resist J nee in Congress. And 
decision* about missions of any 
kind will still have to Ik* ap- 
proved by all Nato member- 
states, and the use of Nato as- 
sets during an operation will he 
kepi “under review”. In other 
words, what the US gives, it can 
lake away. 

Rather than Nalo going to 
France, it Ls France that has 
been heating the path to (he al- 
liance in recent months, start- 
ing with full political 
participation in Nato meetings, 
and leading inevitably to 
France's return to the military- 
fold. “France will not rejoin yes- 
terday’s alliance. It could do it 
in the new alliance." Mr de 
Charette said. 

In this now age of enlighten- 
ment. Paris has given up its goal 
of converting the Western Eu- 
ropean Union into a fully- 
fledged military' arm of the 
EU. “The WEU’s policies and 
role will be much more modest 
than its previous rhetoric im- 
plied,” predicted Mr Rifldnd. 

The result, Britain hopes, 
will be to underpin the alliance 
-but also to give it a more mod- 
em face, to make it Europe's 
flexible friend. "Nato continues 
to be fee only credible force 
when it comes to combat op- 
erations or operations of any 
scale ,“ said Mr Rifkind. 
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international 


Gulf war of words: Hizbollah ‘cell’ 
blamed for 18 months of unrest 


Bahrain 
accuses Iran 
of plotting 
overthrow 


ADELDARWISH 

Manama 


Bahrain yesterday accused Iran 
of conspiring with and training 
a “terrorist” group to over- 
throw the Manama govern- 
ment and replace it with a 
pro-Iranian regime. 

The Iranian ambassador, 
Jawad Turkabadi, was sum- 
moned to the Bahrain foreign 


ministry yesterday and was 
handed a formal protest against 


handed a formal protest against 
Iran's “intervening in Bahrain 's 
internal affairs, encouraging, 
backing and financing elements 
to engage in subversive activi- 
ties and terrorism”. 

Bahrain has in the past 
protested to Iran against en- 
couraging subversive elements 
and over unfriendly broadcasts, 

according to a foreign ministry 
statement The ambassador was 
told that Bahrain has already 
made the decision “to reduce 
the level of diplomatic repre- 
sentation between the two 
nations to charges d'affaires”. 

"A serious conspiracy has 
been uncovered which reveals 
that an organisation known as 
the military wing of Hizbollah- 
Bahrain. together with Iranian 
authorities, have been plotting 
since early 1993 to undermine 
Bahrain's security and stability,” 
an interior ministry statement 
said. This is the first time 
Bahrain has publicly accused 
Iran of training and backing ter- 
rorists to overthrow the pro- 
Western government of the 

Emir, .She ikh Isa bin S nhnan a J- 
Khalifa. B ahrain is the main fi- 
nance centre in the Gulf, and 
the most liberal among Gulf 
countries. Women drive, work 
and are not forced to take up 
the veiL Drinks are allowed in 
the many bars and dubs, and 
nationals from other Gulf Co- 
operation Council (<3CC)coun- 
tnes visit Bahrain at weekends. 

The Western lifestyle, in 
addition to Bahrain being the 
Gulf headquarters of the US 
Navy, is anathema to Iran and 
Islamic fundamentalists. 

Twenty-eight people are re- 
ported to have been killed in 
unrest that began 18 months ago 
and included the fire-bombing 
of the Meridian Hotel in Jan- 
uary. Officials always hinted at 
“foreign forces” backing the ter- 
rorists but never mentioned 
Iran by name. In private, they 
nod their heads when asked if 
they have meant Iran, but nev- 
er produced any evidence. 


This time Bahrain said it has 
the evidence which was pre- 
sented to the cabinet yesteiday. 
“Confessions made by 29 mem- 
bers of Hizbollah in Bahrain,” 
were made according to Mo- 
hammed Ibrahim al-Mutawaa, 
Bahrain's Information Minister. 
The alleged members include 
the leader of its military wing 
and the head of its finance 
committee, who admitted to re- 
ceiving finance from Iran and 
planning to bring weapons and 
explosives to the country. 

Mr Mutawaa said the accused 
- who are among a number of 
suspected terrorists arrested 
over the past few weeks - 
confessed before a magistrate. 
“They set up the organisation 
in the Iranian dty of Qora in 
1993 with the full financial and 
resources backing of Iranian 
authorities, the Department of 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
Corps and Iranian Intelligence 
Service,” he said. 

Officials said young Bahrai- 
nis were recruited and trained 
tn Iran, before moving into 
training camps in Lebanon. 

Small firearms were said to 
be found in the homes of the ac- 
cused; but the officials would 
not say where the arms came 
from or how they reached 
Bahrain. The accused are 
expected to appear tomorrow 
on the state-controlled televi- 
sion to make full confessions. 

Yesterday's decision by 
Bahrain followed a meeting at 
the weekend of the six foreign 
ministers of the Saudi-domi- 
nated GCC, of which Bahrain 
is a member, along with Kuwait, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Oman and Saudi Arabia. 
The GCC issued a strong state- 
ment supporting Bahrain and 
warning Iran against interfering. 

Bahrain has been urging the 
Lebanese authorities to help cut 
out support from Lebanese 
Hizbollah to HizboUah- 
Bahrain. Western diplomats 
say Hizbollah-Bahrain, which 
was established with Iranian 
help in 1993, has no direct link 
with the unrest 

Arab diplomats say Bahrain 
wants to enlist the support of 
Syria, Iran’s main Arab ally. 
Bahrain is always sensitive to the 
policies of Iran's Shia govern- 
ment The majority of Bahrain's 
population are Shia but no of- 
ficial figures are available, as 
such distinction is forbidden. 

There has been no comment 
from the Iranian Embassy here. 
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name of peace 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Hebron 


onungVfelid 
D&mbash, a 


Mohammed aou wuuwbui •» 
30 -year-old farmer, was weed- 
. .. — — in the field m 


the Tomb of tire Patriarchs tn 
celebrate his victory , making it 
impossible for Muslims to pray 

in the al-Ibrahimi mosque 
which shares the same rite. 



front of his house on the out- 
skirts of Hebron. “Suddenly 
two Israeli officers turned up 
and said they were going to 
build a road over my tend," he 
said. “W s asked if we could have 
trim to pick the vegetables, 
but. they said ‘no’.” 

A few minutes later three yel- 
low Caterpillar bulldozers and 
two mechanical grabs, guarded 
by a squad of soldiers, tore up 


Mr Damhash’s field, heaping 
the reddish earth into a mound- 






the reddish earth into a mound. 
Watching from a track 20 yards 
Mr Damhash said: "There 
my family and 
on that land.” 
Beside him his 60-year-old 
uncle. Abed, wiped his eyes as 
he watched the bulldozers. ^ 
Even before Binyamin “BfbT 
Netanyahu, the right-wing Lik- 
ud leader, was elected prime 
ministe r of Israel last week the 
situation in Hebron was bad. 
The demolition of Mr Dam- 
hash’s field was agreed by fee 
Palestinian Authority and its 
leader Yasser Arafat as part of 
the Oslo 2 accord whereby Is- 
rael would build roads for its set- 
tlers over Palestinian land, mid, 
in return, would partially with- 
draw its soldiers from Hebron. 

The bypass toads already cut 
swathes through the vineyards 
around Hebron, a city of 
100,000 Palestinians, but the 
election result puls in doubt the 
Israeli pull-out from 85 per 
cert oftoe city. Tfcfc was delayed 
because of the suidde bombings 
in Israel and further postponed 
because of the election. Mr 
Netanyahu said he was against 
arpvB-out, but would fulfil Is- 
’s international obligations, 
icfingwhattodowfllbehis 
. Jptfwninent's first big decision, 
f^alestmians say Israeli sol- 
l and settlers have already 
me more aggressive since 
Mir Netanyahu worn They say 
sc&feis danced and sang outside 


He thinks Israel will redeploy 
irs forces, but any eood this will 


its forces, but any good this will 
do “will be marginalised by a 
massive intensification of set- 
tlement". There are already 
400 settlers in the heart of the 
dty whose spokesman says he 
wants thousands of Jewish 
families to join them. 

Mr Axnayreh is not wholly 
displeased with what he sees as 
the likely unravelling of fee Oslo 
accords. He said: “There is a 

verv wide gap between the max- 
imum that Likud is likely to 
offer and the minimum that 
Labour can accept" 

Down at the “Prisoners' 
Club", Mohammed Hourani. a 
senior member of Mr Arafat's 
Fatah organisation, does not dis- 
agree. “Netanyahu wants con- 
versations but not negotiations 
about peace," he said. He did 
not think Mr Netanyahu would 
send troops into the Palestinian 
enclaves, but would seek to 
control them from outside. 

Mr Hourani also feared 
Ukud would try to sideline the 
Palestinian leadership tty doing 
a deal with Jordan. "The situ- 
ation wife Labour wasn't ideal 
but it was possible to achieve 
some things,” he said. “I don't 
thiak this is true of Likud.” 

Letters, page 13 


Winning image: Binyamin Netanyahu at his victory rally where he pledged to continue Arab peace tofts Photograph: AP staffers danced and sang outside Letters, page 13 

' ■’ !#•" ’ “ 

Search for bodies of Western hostages begins in Kashmir 


TIM McGIRK 

New Delhi 


A search began yesterday in fee 
Kashmir mountains for the 
bodies of four western hostages, 
including two Britons, said to 
have been executed by rebels. 
A rebel commander, caught 
by the Indian authorities, 
claimed that the British tourists, 
along with a German and 
an American, were shot dead 
in December because they were 
slowing fee kidnappers' escape 
from their pursuers through 
the snowy Himalayas. 


Indian security forces, along 
with experts from Scotland 
Yard, the FBI and the German 
Federal Police, yesterday began 
surveying the dense pine forests 
near Margam village, in south- 
ern Kashmir, for any hare of the 
bodies. 

Indian authorities said the 
focus of fee hunt for the bod- 
ies has been narrowed down, to 
“several square kilometres” of 
forest after the captured mili- 
tant commander, Nazir Mo- 
hammed, was flown over 
ravines and mountains above 
Margam on Friday. Official 


sources said the search may fast 
for two and a half weeks. 

In New Delhi, a British High 
Commission spokesman said: 
“We still haven’t given up hope 
that they're alive. We’re fol- 
lowing up other leads as welL" 

But fee Foreign Office has 
notified fee femmes of fee two 
British hostages - Keith Man- 
gan, 32, from Middlesbrough 
and Paul Wells, 23, a Notting- 
ham student - feat the testi- 
mony of the captured rebel 
commander seemed credible 
enough to begin scouring 
forests for fee tourists’ graves. 


. At least 50 Indian soldiers are 
helping, the Western experts; as 
well M giving them protection 
against a possible attack by 
Kashmir insurgents. The tour- 
ists were kidnapped by Al- 
Faran rebels while trekking last 
July in the Kashmir Himalayas. 
AI-Raran, an extremist Islamic 
group, -was demanding the 
release of 15 Kashmiris held in 
Indian jails, but India refused 
■to comply. 

Western diplomats who 
joined in four interrogation 
sessions with Mr Nazir in fee 
Kashmiri capitaL Srinagar, said 


that the rebel commander did 
not personalty witness the 
hostages’ execution. But 
according to his confession, the 
fete of the four hostages was 
sealed on 3 December when an 
Indian army patrol stumbled 
upon a band of Al-Faran 
insurgents and opened fire, 
killing the rebel chief, Al-TUr- 
Iri, and several others. 

The two Britoos, the German 
and fee American were “only a 
hundred metres away" when fee 
firefight erupted. While Al- 
Turid and several other rebels 
held off the attacking Indian 


soldiers, the remaining insur- 
gents scrambled into the moun- 
tains wife fee hostages. It was 
later in December, according to 
fee captured militant, that or- 
ders were given for fee hostages 
to be “shot and buried". 

The hostages had been strick- 
en by snowblmdness and gas- 
troenteritis, and one of them 
had injured his leg. By Decem- 
ber, though, they had recovered. 
Still, as one official explained: 
“There is no way fee hostages 
could have kept up with these 
hardened mountain men. They 
were slowing them down.” 
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Yesterday. Israeli soldiers 

were stoned by Palestinian boys 

when the soldiers stopped a 
Palestinian police car which 
was legally driving down Sha- 
Ialeh Street in the city centre. 
Mohammed Macakah. who- 
owns a grocery store, said: “The 
soldiers threatened to threw my 
goods into the street unless I 
and the other shopkeepers 
closed.” Hani Abedo.19, work- 
ing in a shoe-makers, shewed 
bruises on his face where he said 
he had been hit with a rifle butt . 

It is not much by the stan- : , 
dwrris of the intifada but things # 
could get a lot worse: Khalid 
Axnayreh, an Islamic writer liv- 
ing in Hebron, believes they will 
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Florida waits for a whisper of an ill wind 
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Miami — Arthur. The nnny p 
sounds harmless enough, hard- 
ly that of a mass kffler and 
home-wrecker. But then again, 
that's what they said about 
Andrew. 

Down the eastern US 
seaboard and on the Caribbean 
islands, everybody is waiting for 
Arthur. That is the name 
assigned in advance to the first 
tropical storm of the 1996 
Atlantic hurricane season, 
which began on Saturday and 
lasts until November. 

He may not yet even be a 
whisper of wind off north-west 
Africa and he may grow to 
nothing more than a tropical 
sUum with 40mph gales. On the 
other hand, he might just blos- 
som into a hurricane whh winds 
of ISOmph, like Andrew, the 
scourge of southern Florida in 
1992. 

l-asl year’s first hurricane of 
the season, Allison, was the ear- 
liest in recorded history, bat- 
tering Florida in the first week 
of June. 

Once Arthur has been and 


The start of the annual hurricane season is a tense 
time for millions of Americans, writes Phil Davison 

A report by the US Envi- 
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“female” storm, Bertha, 
according to a p re-agreed al- 
phabetic list of alternating 
men’s and women's names. 
Next will be Cesar, then Dolly, 
Edouard, Fran, Gustav, Hort- 
ense, Isidore, Josephine, Kyle, 
Lili, Marco. Nana, Omar, Paio- 
ma, Rene. Sally, "Ifeddy, Vicky 
and Wilfred. The letters Q, U, 
X, Y and Z are always left out 
The names are meant to be 
“politically correct,” reflecting 
the cultural diversity of the 
eastern US and Caribbean. 

(Tropical storms were all 
named after women for the 
quarter century until 1978, the 
height of the women's liberation 
movement, when US weather- 
persons bowed to pressure and 
agreed to use alternating men’s 
names). 

After the second-worst storm 
season in history last year - with 
19 tropical storms, 11 of which 
became hurricanes - meteo- 
rologists in the US and the 
Caribbean are bracing for 
another bad year. Some fear 
global wanning and other 
climatological changes could 
produce more and stronger 
hurricanes and, with them, 
deadly tornadoes, wave surges 
and the flooding of highly pop- 
ulated beach areas. 


rownental Protection Agency 
(EPA) predicted that global 
warming would bring more 
powerful hurricanes, driving 
larger surges of water and rais- 
ing the Atlantic Ocean by six 
mches over the next 30 ye are. 
That may not sound like much 
but it could prove catastrophic 
in low-lying US coastal areas 
where more and more people 
- often elderly - are lal qpp up 
residence. 

“Global wanning is real and 
is already having an effect,” a 
geologist, Harold Wattless, told 
the Miami Herald newspaper. 
“We are at the beginning of a 
catastrophic revolution for low- 
lying and coastal areas.” 

The busy city of Miami 
Beach is little more than a long 
sandbar connected to main- 
land Miami by causeways. Yet, 
despite Florida’s vulnerability 
and track record, authorities 
have serious problems con- 
vincing residents to prepare. In 
a recent poll almost 60 per cent 
of Florida residents said they 
would not evacuate in the fa ce 
of a major hurricane. 

During evacuation warnings 
last year, surfers took to the 
waves and you could even see 
people trying, with some diffi- 
culty, to light barbecues on the 
beacb. 

In the National Hurricane 
Centre, outside Miami on the 
edge of the famous Everglades 
swamps, some 80 meteorologists 
arc preparing for the onslaught. 
Whatever happens, they are in 
the best place. The concrete, 
one-storey centre was buflt to 
withstand not only the worst 
hurricanes but even missiles, 
since it is designed to be a 
bunker and nerve centre in Lhe 
event of any disaster. Inside is 
a generator and fuel and food 
supplies for its staff for 10 days. 

When Arthur and succes- 
sive storms approach. Dr Bob 
Burpee, the centre's director, 
will again become a familiar face 
in the US and, via CNN, around 
the world. Beside him will be a 
large-screen monitor showing 
an image of a cartwheeling 
blob In the Atlantic. 

That image is relayed from 
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two ^eostarionaiy satellites, 
meaning they are in orbit at the 
same speed and direction as the 
earth, so that their images 
appear to be taken from a 
stationary point. 

Back-up to the satellite im- 
ages comes from the so-called 
“Storm Trackers." an intrepid 
group of US air force personnel 


hurricanes to get vital infor- 
mation. Crew members are 
strapped into special harnesses 
like motor racing drivers while 
the hurricane tosses their plane 
up, down and sideways. 

“You get the crap kicked 
out of you and you think you're 
going to meet your maker "said 


John Pavone, the man in charge 
of the “Storm Trackers". 

This season, the trackers 
took possession of a new Gulf- 
stream jet which will allow 
them to fly through the "bead" 
of hurricanes, typically at a 
height of around 40,000ft. Un- 
til now, the air force's convert- 
ed WC-130 Hercules transport 
planes and the scientists’ Ori- 
on turboprops have been able 
to fly at only half that height 

The higher view, saytheex- 
perts, w3J allow than to improve 
by around 20 per cent the ac- 
curacy of their predictions as to 
where a hurricane will hit land. 
Such information can be vital 
far saving lives. 


Six storms that shook America last year 


Hurricane Erin stemmed frrco . 
the so-called panhandle area - 
of northern Florida in earfy 
Au&st with 85mph wtads. 
wring U people. • 

Hurricane Fci&x terrorised . 

Bermuda m : mid-August before, 
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Hurricane Lute canted winds 

- of up to i40mph In early . 
SeptHmher.causJng widespread 

’destruction on Puerto F&co and 
the rest of the Caribbean. . 
Hurrlcana Marilyn Devastated 
the US Mtgn Islands in 
S^tember. ftaiteningSO per - 
cent of homes on St Thomas. 
HtirricaneOpal battered 

- Mexico in earfy October, kilting 

- 52 people. Then it suddenly 
'■ veered north to Mfl damns 

more along the. US Gulf coast 



Blown away: Destruction in the wake of the 130- mph Hurricane Andrew in Miami in 1992 
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well give you a £50 bonus if your application is returned before the 31st of July. And with a building society, you’ll never look 


When you’re looking for a mortgage, you want a good choice of runners. At Nationwide we have 
a huge range of rates. There are mortgages with discounts off our standard variable rare spread over 
1, 2 or 3 years. Or you might decide to back one of our 2, 3 or 5 year iixed rare deals. We also give 

you a fantastic cashback offer of up to £790 including a full refund of your application fee. And 
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back. We can give you the added advantage of our consistently competitive rare over the foil distance of your mortgage. For the 
full starring price call in at any Nationwide branch, or you can phone us on 0800 30 20 1 0 (quoting ref. PZ43). 
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Leon Garfield was one of the 
leading children's writer of his 
day. and a re teller and adapter 
of Shakespeare's plays. He de- 
scribed his aim as a novelist as 
being “to write that old- 
fashioned thing, the family nov- 
el. accessible to the 12-year-old 
and readable by his elders". 

He was best known for a 
dozen or so novels of adventure 
set in an 18th-century London 
of his own idiosyncratic devis- 
ing. He was the first winner of 
the Guardian Award for Chil- 
dren's Fiction with Devil-in-the- 
Fog (.19661, won the Carnegie 
Medal with Edward Blisben 
for a retelling of the Greek 
myths. The God Beneath the Sea, 
in 1970, a Whitbread award in 
19S0 for John Diamond, and be- 
came a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Literature in 1985. 

Garfield was bom in 
Brighton and went to Brighton 
Grammar School. He was 
briefly an art student before 
joining the Army and serving for 
five years of the Second World 
War. His army career, he wrote, 
was “distinguished by a steady 
adherence to the rank of private 
in the Medical Corps”, and af- 


What became of the tragedi- 
ennes who used to enthrall us 
in the Greeks, Shakespeare or 
Webster? Margaret Rawlings 
was probably the last, and 
somehow one of the loneliest. 
She made her own translation 
of Racine's Phedn , and staged 
it, after disappointing herself in 
an earlier one. She was apt to 
erupt as Jocasta in Sophodesor 
as Helen in The Trojan Women. 
somewhat in the spirit of that 
other and even finer tragedi- 
enne, Sybil Thorndike - and, as 
often as not, in the provinces. 

The English playgoer likes to 
keep his tragedies at a dis- 
tance: Margaret Rawlings liked 
to come face to face with them. 
Anyone who saw such con- 
frontations in the 1940s -Lady 
Macbeth, for example, to Alec 
Clunes's Macbeth, or Vittoria 
Coro m bon a in The White Dev- 
il to Robert Helpmann’s Flami- 
neo, will have had a taste of her 
quality. 

Mind you, she had been oth- 
er things than tragic. No actress 
can perpetuate tragedy 
throughout a stage career as 
long as hers - 1927-83 - with- 
out stooping. Consider her Sa- 
lome (Gate Theatre, 1931) 
which set the town alight with 
its dance of the seven veils. 
People fainted as she danced. 

Has there been anything as 
erotic since? I speak from re- 
ports. of course, of Ninette de 
Valois' choreography as well as 
of the performance. It made her 
name. But Rawlings was not 
only in the name-making busi- 
ness. She also had dramatic am- 
bition. That was obvious from 
the word go. 


ter the war he became a tech- 
nician in a hospital biochemistry 
department His first published 
book. Jack Hoibom, in 1964, was 
intended to be an adult novel, 
but a gifted editor. Grace Hog- 
arth of Constable, saw its pos- 
sibilities as a children’s book and 
persuaded him to revise ft. 

Jack Hoibom was an erotic 
story of murder, treachery, ship 
wreck and ultimate fortune in 
the best Stevensooian tradi- 
tion, and it projected Garfield 
straight into the front rank of 
children's writers. His next few 
novels were mostly set in 18th- 
century London and included, 
notably. Smith (1967), whose 
eponymous hero was a 12-year- 
old pickpocket, “a sooty spirit 
of the violent and ramshackle 
rowD [who] inhabited the tum- 
bledown mazes about fat St 
Paul's . . . The most his thou- 
sand victims ever jgot of him was 
the powerful whiff of his pass- 
ing and a cold draught in their 
dextrously emptied pockets." 

Garfield's London is a world 
in which quickness of hand, foot, 
eye and wit are more to be re- 
lied on than the rule of law; in 
which great and small rogues 


are forever busy and the Devil 
is there to take the hindmosL 
It is in pari the London of Hog- 
arth and Fielding, and in pari 
looks forward to that of Dick- 
ens, but in the main it is a con- 
struct of his own exuberant 
imagination: Garfield country. 

While be is essentially a Lon- 
doner of letters, however, the 
novel which best displays a gift 
for comic writing is The Stnmgc 
Affair of Adelaide Harris (1971), 
set m his borne town of 
Brighton and featuring Dr Bun- 
don's Academy for the Sons of 
Gentlefolk and Merchants. Styl- 
istically, his writing in these nov- 
els is as exhilarating as his 
plots; his images are extravagant 
but apt, his vocabulary is strong- 
ly coloured and he scatters 
similes like brilliant litter. 

Later Garfield novels, from 
the mid-1970s onward, devel- 
oped greater depth and in- 
creasingly became general 
rather than specifically “chil- 
dren’s” fiction, though still ap 
pearing on the children’s lists. 
The Pleasure Garden (1976), the 
cycle of stories called The Ap- 
prentices (1976-78) and The 
Confidence Man (1978) were 



Garfield: master storyteller 

concerned with religious issues 
and were much influenced by 
the Bible, which he declared to 
be a far richer source of inspi- 
ration than the Noise aod Celtic 
mythologies then in vogue. The 
Pleasure Garden is set in a 
seedy commercial Eden into 
which murder intrudes: a kind 
of Paradise Lost. In The Confi- 
dence Man, a rogue and char- 
latan leads a band of persecuted 
people to their promised 
land; he is an unlikely saviour 
created by faith. 

From the 1980s onward, 


Margaret Rawlings 


The daughter of a clergyman 
who ran an English school in 
Japan, she went to Oxford High 
School and Lady Margaret 

Hall, and did her t raining for the 
stage with a once-famous com- 
pany which did nothing but 
tour the plays of Bernard Shaw. 

Rawlings also toured Cana- 
da and the United States with 
Maurice Colbourne’s largely 
Shavian company; and after a 
success on Broadway in a play 
abut the Irish leader Parnell she 
came back to the Gate as its star 
- Katie O’Shea. It may not have 
been much of a play, but Rawl- 
ings “forced some red blood 
into the play’s white arteries" 
and a transfer to the West End 
(New, now Albeiy, 1936) 
established her. 

Meanwhile, though, she had 
caught the town's fancy as 
Charmian in a disastrous West 
End revival of Antony and 
Cleopatra. Inadvertently, of 
course. The Cleopatra was Eu- 
genia Leontcrvich, the Russo- 
American star of Tovarich, at 
dramatic sea as Geopatra 
because of her garbled Englis h. 

No one joked about Rawl- 
ings, however. When Geopatra 
at last expired, a palace guard 
turned to her and said: 
“Charmian, is this well done?" 
In a sonorous voice, Rawlings 
spoke with some authority: “It 
is well done, and fitting for a 
princess descended of so many 
royal kings.” 

Whereat the long-suffering 
audience suddenly realised how 
much more fitting Rawlings 
would have been as Cleopatra. 
As James Agate put it: “The 
cleverest thing about her Char- 


mian was that she refrained 
from wiping Geopatra off the 
stage until she was dead." 

Rawlings never played 
Cleopatra, but she did play 
Lady Macbeth for the Oxford 
University Dramatic Society - 
it was the fashion then for Wfest 
End actresses to act occasion- 
ally for the Ouds - and Helen 
in Euripides’ The Trojan Women 
(Adelphi, 1937), which Lewis 
Casson revived for his wife 
Sybil Thorndike (as Hecuba) 
and daughter Ann Casson (as 
Cassandra). 

Rawlings was in her element 
She was also in love with 
Charles Morgan, the novelist 
and chief drama critic of the 
Times who wrote his first play 
for her. The Flashing Stream 
(Lyric, 1939). It was a typically 
highbrow study of platonic pas- 
sion between two mathemati- 
cians working on a secret new 
fiying torpedo to save England 
from aerial attack - and work 
must come before sex. 

The play was a success and 
transferred to Broadway. Rawl- 
ings was praised on all sides for 
her emotional and spiritual in- 
tegrity. The dramatic point was 
that the couple were not cold by 
nature but passionate and sex- 
ually experienced (and the point 
for gossips was that the author 
and his leading lady were in love 
and that that year Rawlings and 
her first husband, the actor 
Gabriel Tqyne, divorced). 

Already busy, Rawlings 
found herself more in demand 
than ever, if not for tragedy then 
for comedy ( Pygmalion , A 
Home in the Square, Gielgud's 
revival of Dear Brutus, Gwen- 


dolen in The Importance of 
Being Earnest). 

Then came her wartime mar- 
riage to Sir Robert Barlow of 
Metal Box, and several chances 
to return to tragic vein. Al- 
though she seemed strangely ill 
at ease at Covent Garden as Ti- 
tania in Purcell's masque The 
Fairy Queen (1946), her Vitto- 
ria Cbrombona to Robert Help- 
mann's Flaxnineo in The White 
Devil was unforgettable. 

In the great tnal scene she cut 
a striking figure on the small 
stage of tiie Duchess Theatre - 
her ivory skin and flowing black 
hair Bee ivory starred with jet. The 
young Kenneth Tynan decided 
it was the most tragic acting he 
had seen in a woman - though 
he had seen Peggy Ashcroft's 
Duchess of Malfi a few seasons 
earlier 

She is loud, demonstratively plangent 
and convincingly voluptuous: a 
plump, pallid nymphomaniac. And 
such contrail In the great tnal scene 
she eschewed pathos and gave us in 
its stead anger, mettlesome and im- 
petuous. A stalwart piece of rhetoric 
and beautifully spoken. 

Michael Redgrave used to say 
that the history of the British 
stage was the history of first 
nights when all actors are 
judged and some (like Red- 
grave) seldom at their best It 
was so with Rawlings. 

Three years later Alec 
Gunes’s Macbeth at the Aits 
Theatre did not create a sen- 
sation: but when one critic, 
Audrey Williamson, saw the 
production at the end of its 
three-week run it was different, 
especially Rawlings as Lady M. 

As the enslaved Zabrina in 
Tyrone Guthrie’s 1951 Old Vic 


Garfield moved away from his 
previous range: be completed 
Dickens's unfinish ed The Mys- 
tery of Edwin Drood (1980). 
wrote an adult novel of his 
own. The House of Cards (1982), 
compiled two volumes of retold 
Shakespeare plays, and script- 
ed condensed cartoon versions 

of Shakespeare plays which 

were produced by a Russian an- 
imation studio. His fiction for 
the children's list, however, 
remains his chief achievement 
Garfield’s personal aspect 
was of warm, welcoming and 
briUianrly talkative friendliness, 
and it was mystifying that as a 
writer he showed an under- 
standing of woritfly dupKdfy far 
removed from his own charac- 
ter. He had some traces of the 
dandy, with a Wring for bow ties 
and velvet jackets, and he 
owned a succession of large and 
overwhelmingly affectionate 
dogs. His wife, Vivien Alcock, 
is an established writer of books 
for children. 

John Rowe Townsend 

Leon Garfield and I were 
friends for about a quarter of a 
century, writes Russell Hoban. 


staging of Tamburlaine the 
Great, with Donald Wolfit in the 
title-role, Rawlings became 
aware of Wolfit’s little upstag- 
ing tricks, if he happened not to 
be in the limelight. Exasperat- 
ed, she told him: “Donald, if you 
do that ag ain I shall rattle my 
chains all through your long 
speech." 

Rawlings kept on acting for 
another 30 years - in Shake- 
speare (Gertrude in Hamlet), 
Shaw (Lysistrata to Noel Cow- 
ard's King Magnus), Ibsen 
(John Gabriel Botkman), Chek- 
hov (Uncle Vanya) and Wilde 
(Lord Arthur Same's Crime) 
and in the cinema and on 
television. 

But Racine's Phidre was 
probably her favourite role. 
She made a translation of it for 
herself which I saw on the first 
night at Oxford Playhouse 
(1968) with Michael Gough as 
Theseus. Now I wish I had 
returned later in the run. 

In the 1970s she undertook 
at the age of 72 the long solo 
part oi Empress Eugenie (May- 
fair and Vaudeville, Cologne, 
Pfflodny, Charleston . . .), a one- 
woman show about the extrav- 
agant wife of Emperor 
Napoleon HI of France, a per- 
formance rich in variety of 
mood, pace, inflexion and salty 
humour. 

Adam Benedick 

Margaret Rawlings, actress: bom 
Osaka , Japan 5 June 1906; mar- 
ried 1927 Gabriel Toyne (marriage 
dissolved 1938), 1942 Robert 
Barlow (Kt 1943, died 1976; one 
daughter); died Wendover, 
Buckinghamshire 19 May 1996. 


We’d meet from time to time at 
H FcrraeDo near Russell Square 

encourage 6 each otirei^ over 
pizza deua casa and beer. We 
talked about money, reviews 
and the lack of them, foe decline 
of Western culture, as mani- 
fested by writers who got 
bigger advances than we did, 
and in any pauses he'd talk 
Shakespeare and Fd listen. 

He was a master storyteller, 
you could give him a page from 
the telephone directory and 
he'd weave a plot taking all of 
the characters - each of them 
vividly realised - through a 
series of exciting events to a 
satisfying resohition. 

Supernatural stories are my 
favourite reading and I know of 
none more haunting than his 
The Ghost Downstairs , pub- 
lished in 1972. 1 don't t hink it’s 
had the recognition it deserves, 
perhaps because it’s more for 
adults than for children. In it Mr 
Dennis Fast, a solicitor’s clerk 
bedevilled by envy, loneliness 
and dreams of wealth, does a 
deal with the mysterious Mr 
Fish bane who lives downstairs. 
Fast writes a contract in which. 


for the sum of one million 
pounds, he sells Fishbane sev- 
en years off die end of his life, 
stipulating cunningly in the 
small print (unread by Fish- 
bane) that the seven years are 
to be deducted from the first 
end of his life, his childhood. 
From then on Fast is haunted 
by the ghost of himself as a child 
and drawn into a desperate 
pursuit, to the spectral accom- 
paniment of a stick tapping a 
rusty roll ing hoop, of his child- 
hood soul, “his dreams, yearn- 
ings and the very springs of his 
desire". 

It is a story, like Leon 
Garfield, full of darkness, shift- 
ing lights and sly humour, not 
to be forgotten. 

Some 30 years ago I wrote to 
Leon Garfield after reading a 
story of his that appeared in the 

same collection as one of my 
own, writes Helen Cresswefl. He 
immediately telephoned (Leon 
□ever, to my knowledge, ever 
wrote a letter). Soon alter that 
we met and our long friendship 
began, despite the hundred 
odd miles that divided us. Wc 
shared family holidays and lat- 


er, as the children grew up. 
shorter breaks, when wc went 
antique hunting. There was kits 
of whisky and lots of laughter. 

It was his practice, whenev- 
er we met, for him to present 
me with the rough typescript of 
his work in progress. He would 
then sit me down with the 
obligatory Scotch and watch me 
read. At" such times one fell 
privileged but unnerved. 

Leon Garfield was hugely 
knowledgeable, ranging from 
opera to old movies and. of 
course, Dickens and Shake- 
speare. But he carried his eru- 
dition ligjhtiy, and was incapable 
of writing, or uttering, a dull 
word. He was one of the fun- 
niest people I hove ever known, 
as well as the most warmly 
sympathetic and generous. 

I think it was Molly Keane 
who said that she always divid- 
ed people into radiators and 
drains. Leon was unequivocal- 
ly, and triumphantly, a radiator. 0 

Leon Garfield . writer; born 
Brighton 14 July 1921; FRSL 
1985; married 1949 Vivien 
Alcock ( one daughter); died 
London 2 June 1996. 
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Rawlings as Blanca CapeRo In CSflford Box's The Venetian, 1931 


Photograph: Hu ton Getty 


Cliff Holton 


Only four men since the Second 
World War have scored more 
goals in English Leag u e football 
than Cliff Holton, though the 
big. burly Oxonian never scaled 
the giddy heights predicted for 
turn as a young Arsenal star 
during the early 1950s. 

In mid-decade, as he stood on 
the threshold of his prime, he 
suffered a plateau in nis devel- 
opment which saw him con- 
verted into a half-back, then 
dispatched to the lower divisions 
for the remainder of his career. 
However, his response was both 
spirited and emphatic: return- 


ing to his striking role, be con- 
tributed a further double- 
century of strikes over the sub- 
sequent nine years, becoming a 
cult hero at several clubs in the 
process. 

Surprisingly, Holton had 
begun his football life as a 
defender, serving Isthmian 
League Oxford City as a full- 
back before joining Arsenal in 
1947. It was not until 1950, 
after National Service in the 
Army, that he was switched to 
centre-forward and he earned 
a place in the Gunners’ senior 
side in the spring of 1951. Im- 


posing, strong and far quicker 
than was suggested by a rather 
ungainly, loping gait, Holton 
adopted a rampaging style 
which unsettled opponents. He 
wasn’t a bad passer either, but 
he was most famous for his 
thunderous power of shot in 
either foot, which accounted for 
many of his goals. 

This enviable catalogue of at- 
tributes brought encouraging 
progress in 1951/52. though he 
disappointed at Wembley as 
an injury-riven Arsenal lost the 
FA Cup Final to Newcastle. The 
following campaign ended in 


glory, though, Holton's 19 goals 
m 21 outings helping to secure 
the League Championship, and 
the promising 24-year-old was 
spoken of as an England 
international of the future. 

Alas that was not to be. 
Thereafter the Gunners began 
to labour and in 1954/55 
Holton lost his berth to the age- 
ing Tommy Lawton. A year lat- 
er, having been switched to 
left-half, Holton was restored to 
the side and became captain for 
a spelL But despite doughty 
service in various roles, he was 
judged surplus to requirements 


as the new manager George 
Swindin sought to revamp a 
lacklustre team. Holton was 
sold to Whtford for £9,000 in 
October 15158. 

He was 29 by then and many 
believed that his best days were 
behind him. In fact, he was 
about to enter his most pro- 
ductive period. After taking a 
little time to settle at Vicarage 
Road, he became one of the 
most revered figures in the 
Hornets’ histoiy, netting a club 
record for one term of 48 
League and FA Cup goals as he 
skippered them to promotion 


from the Fourth Division in 
1960. 

When he left for Northamp- 
ton in 1961 - Watford reckoned 
he was spending too much time 
on business interests - there 
were protest petitions from 
outraged fans, whose judge- 
ment was soon borne out Just 
five hours after joining the 
Cobblers on a Saturday morn- 
ing, Holton had scored a hat 
trick for his new employers. 
Watford then struggled unex- 
pectedly for the rest of the 
season. Later, Holton’s goals 
helped both Northampton and 


Crystal Palace gain promotions, 
and he went on to net regular- 
ly in a second spell at Vfatfbrd 
in 1965 / 66, then for Charlton 
Athletic in 1966 and for Orient 
in 1966 / 67, before a gammy 
knee forced retirement in 1967. 

A forthright and articulate in- 
dividual, Holton seemed ideal 
soccer management material 
but he preferred instead to 
concentrate on a precision en- 
gineering business, which he ran 
until 1989 before working part- 
time in sports marketing. 

Cliff Holton’s tally of 293 
League goals in 570 appear- 


ances has been bettered by 
only Arthur Rowley, Jimmy 
Greaves, John Atyeo and John 
Aldridge since the war. And but 
for his infuriating mid-Fifties 
blip, that select list surely would 
have been significantly shorter. 

Iran Pouting 

Clifford Charles Holton, foot- 
baller: bom Oxford 29 April 
1929; played far Arsenal 1947-58, 
Watford 1958-61 , 1965-66, 
Northampton Town 1961-62, 
Crystal Palace 1 962-65, Chariton 
Athletic 1966, Orient 1966-67; 
died 30 May 1996 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

TOOGOOEK On I June, in Singapore, 
to Katharine (ufe Chetwjnd) and 
Michael, a son. William Richard 
Stanley, a brother Cor Emma and 
Alexandra. 

DEATHS 

MOSS: On Sunday 2 June, Dorn 
Bernard Moss, monk of Worth 
Abbey, aged b& Funeral at Worth 
Abbev, Friday 7 June at 3pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Birthdays 

General Sir Cedi Blacker, former 
president, British Equestrian Fed- 
eration, 80; Mr Bob Champion, 
trainer and former jockey, 48; Air 
Vice -Marshal George Chesworth, 
Lord-Lieutenant of Morayshire, 67; 
Sir Christopher Cockerell inventor 
of the hovercraft, 86; Vice-Admiral 
Sir Toby Frere, Chief of Fleet Sup- 
port, 58; Rear-Admiral Sir Paul 
Greening, former Master of Her 
Majesty’s Household, 68: Mr Allen 
Greenwood, former deputy chair- 
man. British Aerospace. 79; The 
Earl of Halsbuxy, Chancellor, Brunei 
University, S8: Miss Andrea Jaeger, 
te nnis player, 31; Vice-Admind Sir 
John Lea, 73; Mr David Lyon, chief 
executive. Rexam, 60; Mr Geoffrey 
Palmer, actor, 69; Sir John Sparrow, 
chairman. Horserace Betting Levy 
Board. 63; Mr Daniel Topolsiti, 
writer, photographer and coach, 5 L 
Mr Dennis Weaver, actor, 72; 
Professor John West, former Vice- 
Chancellor, Bradford University. 74. 

Anniversaries 
Births: George ID, King, 1738: John 
Scott first Earl of Eldon. Laid High 
Chancellor of England. 1751; Sir 
James Pennethome. architect 180 L 
Garnet Joseph, first Visconni Wolse- 
lcy, soldier, 1835; Josef Sittard, 
writer on music, 1846; Julius Janssen, 
conductor and camfxrser, 1852; Nas- 
sau Wniiain Senior, economist, 1864; 
GustavusKarl Mannerheim. soldier 
and statesman, 1867. Deaths: Gio- 
vanni Jacopo Casanova, adventurer 
and writer, 1798; Nicolai Abraham 
Abfldgaard, painter, 1809; William 
Edward Host painter, 1877; Eugen 
Adam, pointer, 1SS0; Emily Wilding 
Davidson, suffragette, trampled to 


death by a horse at the Deity 1913; 
William Halse Rivers Rivers, psy- 
chologist and anthropologist 1922; 
Frederick Robert Spofforth, crick- 
eter, 1926; Ibn Ali Hussein, King of 
the Hejaz, 1931; Wilhelm II, former 
Emperor of Germany, 1941; Georg 
Kaiser, playwright 1945; Serge Kous- 
sevitsky, conductor, 1951; Dorothy 
Gish tde Guiche). actress, 1968; 
(Horace Greeley) Hjalmar Schacht 
Nazi minis ter- 1970; Gyorgy Lukacs, 
philosopher, 1971. On this day; 
Frederick the Great defeated the 
Austrians and Saxons in the Battle 
of Hohenfriedberg. Silesia, 1745; 
Mme Thibte, an opera singer, was the 
first woman to fly in a hot-air halloan, 
17S4; Leopold, Daks of Kendal 
{Georges Chretien Fnkteric), was 
proclaimed first King of the Beigians, 
3831: war broke out between Mexi- 
co and the United States, 1845; the 
French defeated the Austrians at the 
Boole of Magenta. 1859; the Older 
of the British Empire was instituted, 
1917; the British evacuation from 
Dunkirk was completed. 1940; Rome 
was liberated by the Allies, 1944; Ton- 
ga became independent, 1970, Today 
is the Feast Day of Si Francis Carac- 
dolo, St Metrophanes, St Optatus of 
MQevis. St fttroc. St Quirinus of Sis- 
da and St Vincentia Gerosa. 


Lectures 

National Gallery- Colin Wiggins, 
“El Greco (i); El Greco and Picas- 
so”, 1pm. 

Victoria nod Albert Museum; Liz 
Wilkinson, "Contemporary Korean 
Ceramics”, 230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Marlene Dumas talks 
about her work 

RIBA Architecture Centre, London 
Wl: Tony Vidler, “Architecture after 


History: nostalgia and modernity at 
the end of the century”, 630pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: Susan 
Morris, “Jewellery in Portraits 1500- 
1700’’. l-lOpm. 

Leicester University: Professor De- 
nis Noble, "Medical Research: the 
challenge of integration'’, 5.15pm. 

Royal Geographical 
Society 

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Royal Geographical Society (with the 
Institute of British Geographers) 
was held yesterday evening at the So- 
ciety's headquarters, London SW7. 
Lord Jellicoe, President, presented 
the following medals and awards: 

{bunder's Medal: Professor Iota Woods 
(Imperial College London!. Patron's Medal: 
iWeaar Join 'Humes (iGngfr CbOesc Lon- 
don). Victtvia Medal: ttofeasM Ronald Abfer 
(Association of American Geographers). 
Bosk Mcifcit Pit rf ewor AJewy Yabtakor 
(Rrman Nation*) Security Council )_ Cherry 
Keaton Medal and Award: AtaflairFbsfctgl 
(Head at the BBC Natural History Uniti. 
Mtncteon Award: Profca or R-A- Dodraoo 
(UnJvcrairjr Colic®: Writs) Back Award: Dr 
Roty Walsh l Untvcnliy of Wales, Swansea). 
Qubben Peek Award: Professor J. Duncan 
(Uniretsity of Syracuse, New Ybrfe). GiD 
Memorial Award: Professor Philip Rees 
(Leeds Univeisity). Nest Award Major Alis- 
tair Rogers (Rojwl Marino). Edward Heath 
Award Piufcsor David Dralmlds-Smilh (Liv- 
erpool Urrivesity). Geographical Award: 
Talc and Lyt Alfred Steen DtsscraDcm Prize 
Aua MaOetz (Durham (Joiversfy) and Adri- 
an Manning (Edinburgh University). 
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No political asylum for Algerian terrorist 


T T Secretary of State for the 
Home Department; House of 
Lord* (Lord Keith of Kinkel, 

Lord BrCKVTK-WIlkinson, Lord 
MustOi, Lord Slynn of Hadley and 
Lord Lloyd of Berwick) 

22 May 1996 

For a crime such as the terror- 
ist bombing of an airport to be 
categorised as a “political of- 
fence", so as to enable one of 
its perpetrators to avoid dis- 
qualification for political asy- 
lum, it most be shown not 
only that it was committed for 
a political purpose but also 
that there was a direct link 
between the crime and that 
purpose. 

The House of Lords dis- 
missed an appeal by an Alger- 
ian man, referred to simply as 
X and affirmed the decision of 
the Court of Appeal (Law 
Report, 4 November 1994; 
[1995] 1 WLR 545) that the 
Home Secretaiy had been en- 
titled to refuse is application 
for asylum. 

T admitted he was an illegal 
entrant but claimed asylum, un- 
der article 33(1) of the Gene- 
va Convention on the Status of 
Refugees 1951, on the ground, 
which was not disputed, that 
his life or freedom would be 
“threatened on account of his 


LAW REPORT 
♦ 

4 June 1996 


. . . political opinion". He be- 
longed to a banned political or- 
ganisation in Algeria called 
the Islamic Salvation Front or 
FIS (Front Islamique du Sahrt) 
and had been involved in the 
bombing of an airport in which 
10 people died and an attack 
on an army base in which one 
person dial 

The 1951 Convention pro- 
vided by article IF that its 
protection “shall not apply to 
any person with respect to 
whom there are serious reasons 
for considering that . ..(b) he 
has committed a serious non- 
political crime". 

Nicholas Blake QC and Richard 
Scannell (Jane Coker & Pin) for T; 
David Ptmnick QC and Neil 
Gamham (Treasury SoHdtor) for the 
respondents. 

Lord Lloyd said be agreed 
with the Court of Appeal that 
it was inappropriate to char- 
acterise indiscriminate bomb- 
ings which led to the deaths of 
innocent people as political 
crimes. Giving the judgment 
of the court, Lord Justice 
Gtideweli had said: 

In our judgment the airport bonib- 


iig in particular was an atrocious act, 
grossly oot of proportion to any gen- 
uine political objective. There was 
simply no sufficiently dose or direct 
causal link between it and the ap- 
pellant’s alleged political purpose. 
It offended com mon, sense to 
suppose that FCTs cause of sup- 
planting the Government could be 
directly advanced by such an nJfirw 

There was no English au- 
thority on the meaning of 
“non-political crime” in the 

Convention, but it was co mmo n 

ground that the words must 
bear the same meaning as they 
did in extradition law. 

His Lordship referred in 
particular to Lord Diplock’s 
discussion of the word -polit- 
ical’’ in R v Governor of Pm - 
tonviBe Prison, ex parte Cheng 
[19731 AC 931 at 945. A crime 
would only be regarded as 
political if the relationship 
between the act and the 
effect on the Government was 
sufficiently close. 

Another important source, 
though not having the force of 
law, was the United Nations 
Handbook on Procedures 
and Criteria for Determining 
Refugee Status. Paragraph 151 
stated: 


In determining whether an offence 
is "non-poll ticaT or is, cm the con- 
trary, a “political" crime, regard 

should be given in the first place to 

its nature and purpose, i.e. whether 
it has been committed out of gen- 
uine political motives and not mere- 
ly for personal reasons or gain. 
There should also be a dose and di- 
rect causal link between the crime 
committed and its alleged political 
purpose and object. 

Taking the various sources of 
law into account one could ar- 
rive at the following definition. 
A crime was a political crime 
{“L purposes of article 
lF(b) of the Convention if, and « 
Only if: 

1) it was committed for a political 
purpose, Le. with the object of over- 
tnrowuog or subverting or ehangiiig 
the government or astute or iiE 
mg Ft to change iis policy: and • 

2 ) there was a sufficiently close and 

diretr link between the crime and the 
alleged political purpose. 

While it was clear that FIS 
organisation and 
that Ts motive in becoming in- 
volved in the airport bombing 
was to overthrow the Govern- 
ment. the crime as carried out . 
was almoa bound to involve the. 
indiscriminate killing of mem- 
bers of the public. The link be^ 
tween the crime and the- 
political object was too remote^ 

Paid Magrath. Barrister . 
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A reminder that it’s tough at the bottom 


. — , oi research Nowadaw ;» j2 

into housing and social conditions. Ils ZS 1 . ^ obscure interest 

endowment comes from a businessman Sin?' P ° verty om of sigkt, out of 

who saw no disparity -why should he’ 
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mistakenly criticise the foundation for 
pursuing difficult (ie, politically con- 
wwraaljsubiecls, such as poverty. It 
is bound by Joseph Rown tree’s trust 
deeds saying his money was to be put 
to use not to relieve distress directly 
but, as he put it, to seek our the eausra 
of social evil. 

Edwardjans were unafraid to use that 
term to describe poverty. We find it too 
strong. Poverty nowadays has become 
technical - a mass of complicated 
social security arrangements. It 
abounds with relative judgements — is 
possessing what was once a luxuiy, such 
as a video, now a necessity? (There is 

a ifH° ng case for ^ymg it is.) We have 
all bought wholesale into individualism. 
We may no longer believe Protestant 
religion but still love its notion of 
desert. Who is going to put money in 
a tin for “the poor” without asking in 
detail about the moral quality let alone 
the smoking and drinking habits of 
those who get it? 

The decline of the Child Poverty 


Action Group is illustrative. A gener- 
ation ago television producers would 


class complaint has filled the air. Wfe 
are all sufferers now. Of course that’s 
not true. A big Joseph Rowntree Foun- 
dation study last year showed the trend 
towards greater inequality in the dis- 
tribution of income that been 
rolling since the early 1980s. There is 
no reason to believe it has suddenly 
come to a halt. 

The poor themselves stay quiet. 
The great fear of the political class in 
19th-centuiy and early 20th-centuiy 
Britain, that the poor would rise up 
out of their rookeries and back-ends 
and march up the Strand, has no end- 
of-century resonance. “It took a riot,” 
wrote Michael Heseltine in 1981, but 
what he concluded (rightly) was that 
special action was needed on Mersey- 
side and in the cities, not in the bow- 
els of an ever more complex social 
security empire. None of the urban 
disturbances of the past IS years has 
raised the stakes to make poverty a 
social and political question in the way 
they have focused concern about more 
specific, less abstract questions - 
estates, policing, drugs and, to a lim- 
ited extent, employment and training. 
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In such a context it can only be 
healthy to be reminded that a large 
body of British citizens live on amounts 
some of the rest of us would consider 
loose change. All credit to Michael 
Grade and Channel 4 for opening 
their schedules for a series of pro- 
grammes about the poor, pegged to 
today’s JRF report (Mr Grade will 
doubtless, once again, be attacked by 
the Daily Mail ; he should flick his 
cigar ash and keep up the good work.) 

And yet there is a paradox here. Both 
the report and the programmes are 
intent on dispelling the idea that the 
poor are deviant Their values are the 


same as ours; they are the same as us, 
except for money. Poor people cope - 
heroically. They box and cox, shop care- 
fully, manage debt in ways that would 
leave the credit card-holding majority 
breathless. This kills a stereotype but 
plays havoc with the politics. If the poor 
cope as well as they do, why worry? 

We evidently' don’t. There is no pos- 
sibility - in the foreseeable political 
future - of any major act of income 
redistribution along the lines, say, of re- 
linking income support with earnings 
rather than prices, or pushing income 
support up by some amount (£15?) that 
would make the life of the poor more 


comfortable. No possibility, that is. 
short of moral revolution or mass con- 
version to egalitarianism. There is 
equally no possibility of “policies to end 
mass unemployment'' as the report 
coyly calls them - this is indeed a report 
bereft of macroeconomic reality. 

Which does not imply fatalism of the 
poor-are-always-with-us sort (It is 
amazing how many people can remem- 
ber that bit of Christian scripture when 
so few other relevant verses lodge in 
their brains. | What ft docs mean is that 
policy can only be developed on behalf 
of specific groups, where the public can 
be cominced that transfers between the 
haves and the have-nots are well spent, 
not across some broad anti-poverty 
front. (Of course policies for poverty 
are not all about money, as the JRF 
report makes dear. For example, (he 
privatised utilities have too often 
proven themselves stiff-necked and 
downright mean about consumer debt 
and cut-offs: they could afford to be a 
little more generous without offending 
shareholders.) 

-Poverty”, “low- income", “social 
exclusion'’ - whatever the euphemism 


duced new research showing - a trib- 
ute to Ton policy this - how high, rel- 
ative to other countries, are benefit* 
paid to mothers who gel jobs. Yet the 
proportion of lone mothers who work 
is oddly low. The problem is child 
care. There would, prinui facie, be 
large benefits from expanding public 
or voluntary' or voucher-backed pri- 
vate provision of childcare places. 
Fewer women and children would be 
poor. And that is good for them, good 
for business, and good for us. 


Dog days for 
the posties 


- they are not going to move politi- 
cal mountains any longer. What is 


cal mountains any longer. What is 
needed is argument in detail. Uni- 
versalism is indeed dead. Programmes 
and policies have to be targeted. For 
example on lone mothers, many of 
whom are poor. By chance the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation has just pro- 


B arbara Woodhousv, the Post 
Office needs you. The "dog doz- 
ers" - mini stun guns - issued to 
postmen don't work. Even year some 
6.00b of them get bitten - knocking Cm 
off the Royal Mail's mounting profit*. 
The Communication Workers Union 
wants new laws. But the statute hooks 
arc already groaning with anti-c.tnme 
legislation, most of it ineffective. The 
posties could try direct action. Gangs ol 
them could hide while their mate braves 
the garden path then rush out and 
assault the beast w tih their sacks. Bol- 
ter still. stuff the householder'* mail into 
the ercaturc's jaws ;md let it hire and 
chew to its doggy heart’s content. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Democracy in 
a confederal 
Europe 


Sin Politicians are always calling 
for a great national derate on the 


uuuvjuoi uwiraiv. uu uiw 

future of Europe. Yesterday the 
Independent started one (“Britain 
and Europe: a proposal", 3 June), 
but as a debate is nothing without 
dissent, in that spirit I would make 
two observations. 

First, your grounds for rejecting 
EMU - with ail the benefits you 
admit it could bring - are 
unnecessarily defeatist. 

. Certainly, European monetary 
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No time for the 
basics in school 


union will place restrictions on the 
monetary freedom of member 


ReAP. R*GE 


E U p*G£ 


monetary freedom of member 
states; it would not work if it 
didn't. Equally plainly, therefore, 
it must only go ahead with the 
consent of the public at large. 
That consent can be ascertained 
through a referendum. Uniquely, 
among the three main political 
parties, the lib Dems nave long 
supported a referendum on any 
major package of constitutional 
change proposed for Europe. 
Given a “yes" vote in such a 
referendum, there is no reason 
why EMU could not proceed. 

Second, the Independent rightly 
identifies Europe's democratic 
deficit as its key failing, but then 
proposes a solution that would 
only make it worse. The heart of 
that democratic failure lies in the 
unaccountable Council of 
Ministers - the veiy body the 
Independent suggests should be 
strengthened. 

To imagine, as you do, that this 
will boost national parliaments is 
simply bizarre. The Council of 
Ministers has always drawn its 
British members from the 
Cabinet, but this has done nothing 
to enhance the status or 
effectiveness of Parliament as a 
whole. Rather the reverse - as 
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Sir: David Blanket! (“Labour goo* 
back to basics on leaching". 3tl 
May) appears to be saying the 
right words at the moment. 
However, for loo long primary 
education has suffered irom 
well-meaning cries of back 
(I prefer forward) to basics and no 
changes in legislation to follow 
that up. 

We still suffer from a National 
Curriculum - despite the Dearing 
review - that insists that we teach 
10 subjects, albeit giving English, 
maths and science emphasis, and 
are inspected on that basis. 1 can 
imagine the outcry from O feted if 
a school said: “Sorry, we do not 
have lime to teach music because 
we are concentrating on the 
basics.” We need a dialogue 
between politicians, Ofctcd, head 
teachers and teachers to balance 
what is important and what can be 
left to individual teachers. 1 
suspect that there would be far 
more agreement than we think. 
PETER BRINTON 
Head Teacher, 

Redruth, Cornwall 


/ Laser. 
I i-ov/r 

JV/a/j 


Lotted i*>rge 


British reserve 
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power has drained a way from 
Westminster, MPs have become 
ever more spineless in their ability 
to hold ministers to account. 
Giving yet more power to the 
Council of Ministers would only 
exacerbate that problem- It 
would mark a further shift away 
from democratic rule towards the 
rule by “experts" that you so 
rightly deciy. 

GRAHAM WATSON MEP 
(Somerset and North Devon, 

Lib Dm) 

European Parliament 
Strasbourg 
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are trapped, that Europe is 
dragging us along in a direction we 
do not want to go, but that there is 
no real option of baling out Your 
use of the word “confederacy” 
will, of course, be jumped on and 
dumped on. Whatever it is. we 
need a looser arrangement with _ 
Europe, as do other Europeans, in 
the interests of Europe. We wiU 
not convince them through 
tantrums, but by positive thinking. 
GEORGE WALDEN MP 
(Buddn^tam, C) 

House of Commons 

London SW1 


Sin Your article on Europe is 

intelligent, cool and eloquent, and 
so out of tune with the times- ft 
was pleasant to turn to 

scanning my mailbag, whicn 

included the unsigned letter Are 
you the son of Chamberlain. 

WHY DON'T YOU JUST PISS 
OFF?" Yet a good 50 per cent ot 
these letters evidently share you 
view that the feelings dnvmg 
our Europhobes are “immature 
and dangerous, a loser's emotion , 
and feel hutuiliaied accordingly. 

: So there is still an audience 
for reason. _ 

Like you, I believe that Europe 
has over -extended itself and 
should be reined back over nmt, 
that the Common Agricultural 
^Policy must be reformed, that 

$ouch social policy should be 
repatriated, and that unification 
through a single currency is a 

(faHMwuwIn thMUWliffll 


construct: in practice it would 
widen the cracks. . 

It was especially good to reaa 
some grown-up, original th inking 
after me sophomore lccturettes 
that are increasingly a feature ot 
Thner leaders. One reason for ih e 
immature emotion is f-nr that we_ 


Sir Your leading article has to be 
welcomed, given the current 
Europhobia emanating from most 
of the British press. It should also 

be welcomed because it breaks 

through the sterile choice between 
“Europe as free-trade area" and 
“Federal Europe". I have never 
believed that the federal models 
of the US or Germany could 
«mnly be transplanted to the 

complex collection of differing 

languages, histories and political 
Jystems that make up todays 
European Union. Nor can Europe 

j loosely governed 

by a European version of the 
, world ’frade Organisation. The 
European Union is a untrue body. 
Your essay rerognises fins P° mL 
However. I would like to 

“ d Sf S ^oSede SS .dc 
refl yLof the EU by redefining 

European Parliament. 


have the same powers to 
scrutinise and control their 
ministers’ actions in Council 
(which they clearly do not) then 
centralising 

decision-making in the Council 
will only make it even more of an 
unaccountable body than it 
already is. Similarly, national 
parliaments wifi, quite rightly, 
only judge the actions of their 
ministers in the context of 
domestic politics. Instead, the 
powers of the European 
Parliament, as the only body 
capable of holding the Council 
accountable at a European level 
and the only body democratically 
elected at a European level, 
should be increased. 

Second, you argue that social 


rational debate and argument over 
the politics of European union. 
NICHOLAS CROOK 
Brussels 


Why Israel 
elected Bibi 


Sir May I congratulate you on 
yesterday’s coverage of European 
issues? It is the most important 
contribution made by a newspaper 
to our national political life since 
the Guardian's coverage of Suez. 
The courage and the importance 
are equal, the intellectual standard 
is higher. 

Earl RUSSELL 
House of Lords 
London SW1 


policy should not be a core 
function of the EU. Bui just as 
Britain is bound to Europe 
historically, culturally and 
economically, so is she bound by 
the common experiences of the 
labour and trade-union 
movements. Out of these arose a 
unique social model in the form of 
the welfare state and soda] 


Musical memory 
from 1832 


partnership that has allowed 
Western European societies to 
enjoy unparalleled wealth and 
social cohesion. Now all 
European societies are 
experiencing the same threats to 
this social modeL Instead of 
divesting the European Union of 
its powers in the social field, we 
should be using the common 
experience to find common 
solutions for a new form of 
welfare politics in the 21st centuiy. 

I hope your essay has signalled 
the first step In the fight back for 


Sir: Here is another long memory, 
further to David Ashton's letter 
(22 May). 

In the late Sixties, I played 
amateur chamber music with 
Robert Platt, later Lord Platt, 
retired president of the Royal 
College of Physicians, who was 
also nO mean cellist He liked to 
tell the story that, as a boy in short 
trousers, he was taken to hear 
Mischa F.lmann, then a child 
prodigy, play a violin concerto in 
the Queen's Hall. He was 
seated next to a very old 
gentleman, who said to him: 
“What marvellous playing - the 
best I have heard since Paganini!” 
Pagan im died in 1840, but the last 
time he played in England was 
in 1832. 


Sir: Patrick Cockbum's 
observation (“The irresistible rise 
of Bibi”. 31 May) that “it was the 
black-balled ultra-Orthodox Jews 
who flocked to the polls this week 
to give IBinyamin Netanyahu] 
victory' is a caricature that 
obscures more than it elucidates. 

Among Mr Netanyahu's 
supporters there were certainly 
many secular, left-wing Israelis 
who could no more vote for 
Shimon Peres as the successor to 
Yitzhak Rabin than their 
American counterparts a 
generation earlier could regard 
George McGovern as the natural 
heir to the liberalism of Kennedy, 
Johnson and Humphrey. In both 
cases, the peace policy of the left’s 
candidate bad come to conflict 
with the reasonable security needs 
of a democratic state. 

Any “peace process” worthy of 
the name has to recognise the 
limits, as well as the role, of 
diplomacy. If Mr Netanyahu's 
success convinces the Palestinian 
authorities that any further Israeli 
concessions will be contingent on 
their cracking down on Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad - and ceasing to 
refer to the bombers of buses as 
’’martyrs" - the cause of peace will 
have been well served. 


destinies have intertwined for 
thousands of years". The word 
“destinies” is so question-begging 
as to he an absolute damper on 
rational discussion. In the vast 
majority of cases the present 
Jewish population of Israel can at 
most claim a grandparent who 
lived side bv side with the Arabs of 
Palestine. Moreover, who can tell 
whether, across the flux of 
millennia, those Arabs arc the 
same “people" as the ancient 
inhabitants of the land? 


Sin The National .Association of 
Head Teachers waxes lyrical that 
schools must uphold moral values 
(“Schools' contracts ‘need legal 
backing' 2S May). 

However, they complain about 
parents who act entirely within the 
law by challenging detentions and 
exclusions. From previous reports 
the)’ might have learned that the 
reason is perhaps bullying by one 
of those 15,000 leache’rs the" Chief 
Inspector of Schools considers 
incompetent. We read that 
teachers are prepared to ask 
govemers lu break the law to 
subvert league tables for 1 1 -year- 
olds. Is this teaching moral 
standards by example? 

We may soon conclude that 
much of the immorality in adults 
steins from teachers who view 
behavioural difficulties as an 
irritant for themselves rather than 
as disability for their pupils. 

Dr CHRISTOPHER WILLIAMS 
l/fiivtffsfty of Cambridge 


Welsh warning 


BERNARD NOBLE 
The Hague 


Dr Who formula 


Sir I disagree entirely with Kim 
Newman's notion (“’Dr Who has 
been exterminated", 29 May) that 


“proper" Dr Who ended after the 
first 15 years. Whal he fails to 


OLIVER KAMM 
Bath, Avon 


RONALD FERRARI 


Sin Your excellent leading article 
on Mr Netanyahu's victory (1 
June) was marred by its grandiose 
reference to “two peoples whose 


first 15 years. What he fails to 
acknowledge is that the formal of 
the series is so flexible that it is far 
more than just a “horror show 
with a sci-fi rationale". What 
marked it out as different from 
any other sci-fi was the fact that it 
could go anywhere and be 
anything. Even In the Hartnell era 
the formal was always surprisingly 
varied from week to week. Thus ’ 
we can have a straightforward laic 
of monsters invading the Earth 
one week and have historical 
costume drama the next, a horror 
stoiy. a psychological thriller or a 
James Bond-style action ploL To 
say that the show's appeal rests 
entirely with Daleks, Cybermcn 
and so on is a misunderstanding of 
what it means. And please don't 
forget that some of us really liked 
the Eighties incarnations of the 
Doctor. 


Sin In reporting Rod Richards's 
resignation (3 June), you quote 
David Evans, ex-parliamentary 
private secretary of the Welsh 
Office, as saying: “People who 
accept high office... wear an Eng- 
land shirt." 

This says much about Tbiy 
misrule of Wales. Mr Richards’s 
private life is of little import 
compared with fhe imposition bv 
this government of four successive 
Secretaries of State for Wales who 
hafl from England. Perhaps Mr 
Evans is advocating the infamous 
Tebbil lest of sporting allegiance. 
We await the sporting colours 
worn by Mr Richards’s 
replacement with interest. 
STEPHEN THOMAS 
Secretary 

Plaid Cimrtt London Branch 


Monroe doctrine 


Sin In looking at the “cult of 
thinness". Rebecca Fowler ( 1 June) 
repeals the myth that Marilyn 
Monroe was a "size 16". A person 
who should know, her dress 
designer and sometime lover Billy 
Ihivilia. said that her true figure 
was 35-22-35. Travilla used to tell 
her that the dresses she chose 


were too tight, but they obviously 


did wonders for people's 
perceptions of her figure. 


Post letters to haters to die Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

(Fax: 0171-293 2056; e-mail- Iettens@independenLco.uk) Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


ALEX GOLDFINCH 
Bath, Avon 


perceptions of her figure. 
STEPHEN DORRff/ 
Holmfinlu lies/ Yorkshire 
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essay 


Seven years after Tiananmen no one 


mentions the massacre. Fear of chaos rules. 


Steve Crawshaw, who saw (Communism collapse in Europe, considers its fete in China 


I t is that time of year, 
again. The goons are 
gathering once more on 
the Square of Heavenly 
Peace in Peking - ready 
to pounce on any brave and 
hapless fool who might seek to 
commemorate the Tiananmen 
massacre that took place seven 
years ago today, when hun- 
dreds or thousands were (ailed 
(even now. nobody knows 
exactly how many), for daring 
to suggest that China's repres- 
sive regime should change. As 
in past years, there wQl proba- 
bly be few great dramas on the 
day itself. The plainclothes loi- 
terers will pounce instantly on 
any tiny flicker of unrest. And 
then it will (almost) all be over 
for another year. A few more 
arrests, a few more releases. In 
short: business as usual. 

In some respects the Chinese 
authorities can be pleased. Seven 
years after this officially sanc- 
tioned bout of mass murder, the 
country is not about to explode. 
Meanwhile, China has been eco- 
nomically transformed in only a 
few years. In contrast to chaotic 
Russia, changes have brought a 
sharp rise in living standards. 
Huge areas still suffer from dev- 
astating poverty, but there is a 
widespread perception that 
things are changing for the bet- 
ter. Which, in the purely eco- 
nomic sense, is true. Certainly, 
the transformation of southern 
China, the boom region, is a 
sight to behold The “special 
economic zone" of Shenzhen 
has become a mini-Hong Koqg. 
“Fifteen years ago, this was just 
rice fields," says a Chinese entre- 
preneur, as we wander in dazed 
wonderment amongst the mir- 
ror-class skyscrapers. Here, the 



Independent headline seven 
months before the Wall eiune 
down, and “The Kremlin cannot 
put the lid back on", seven 
months before the Soviet coup). 
But it was assumed that because 
the Soviet system had been 
around for 70 years, it had 
somehow gained itself a a cer- 
tificate of eternal life. 

The eruption of Tiananmen 
Square itself - a million people, 
gathered at the heart of the 
Chinese capital to demand 
change — was neither predicted 
nor predictable. Equally, no 
future set of changes can be 
predicted in the literal sense. 
Nobodv knows the precise 
effect o'f the flap of a butterfly's 
wings, which might unleash a 
political hurricane. But there 
are tinv signs. Seven years after 
Tiananmen people are willing 
to talk with a stranger about 
those events, saying that they 
would not have dreamed of 
doing so just a few years ago. 
That cautious opening-up may 
in itself may prove to be an 


important change. 

Further radical change seems 


certain to come - not necessar- 


ily oil peaceful, or comfortable, 
■thus political change might 
bring pressures on the Chinese 
state itself, which includes a per- 
manently restive Tibet, and an 
increasingly restless Xinjiang 
province, with its large Muslim 
population, in the north-west. 

There is continual specula- 
tion about the leadership 
changes that might follow the 
death of the 91-vear-old Deng 
Xiaoping. But Great Hall-oiogy 
may- prove as useless as Krcm- 
Imology was, in answering the 
bigger questions. These, after 
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The hope that died, Tiananmen, 1989: at 'die heart of China's problem is the imbalance between economic revolution and political stagnation 


Stuart FranWin/Magnum 


tor-glass skyscrapers. Here, the 
world of Maoism has fumed 
upside down. 

Portraits of the shrunken but 
still-powerful Communist 
emperor, Deng Xiaoping - 
scarcely seen in public nowa- 
days, and perhaps more dead 
than alive - hang in the centre 
of Shenzhen and in Canton, the 
regional capital, as a reminder 
of Deng's visit to the south a 
few years ago, and of the 
patronage for the new market 
economy which that now 
famous visit implied. 

Elsewhere, too, the eco- 
nomic changes have continued 


apace. Shanghai, the country's 
financial capital, radiates a 


financial capital, radiates a 
sense of self-belief. New sky- 
scrapers spring up. as the Chi- 
nese saying has it, like bamboo 
shoots after spring rain. Nor is 
it only the obvious places that 
are booming. Go to Wuhan in 
central China, not usually 
thought of as an economic pow- 
erhouse. and the signs of trans- 
formation are all there, too - 


more building sites, more shop- 
ping mails, more skyscrapers. 

The excitement about China's 
latest great leap forward is 
understandable. And yet there 
is no certainty that the economy 
will continue to grow at the 
remarkable rates of the past few 
years, when annual growth of 10 
per cent has come to seem nor- 
mal. Sooner or later, the gov- 
ernment must face the problem 
of what to do about dismantling 
its giant state enterprises, which 
still weigh down the economy. 
The official view is that a kind 
of welfare fund can be created 
by the newly affluent China, 
which will cushion the blow 
when closures finally become 
necessary. Everybody will then 
live happily ever after. Most 
economists believe that this is 
what it sounds like: a cute fairy- 
tale. Thus, the government - 
which already faces scattered 
outbursts of labour unrest - 
may be living on borrowed time. 
Without a powerful mandate, 
pajnftil economic change is dif- 
ficult to impose. 

At the heart of the problem 
is the asymmetry between the 


economic revolution, on the 
one hand, and political stagna- 
tion, on the other. Admittedly, 
as one China-watcher notes, 
“The Chinese find it easier to 
live with contradictions than 
others do." None the less, the 
imbalance is clear. 

A rubbery Mao, less real- 
looking than a Spitting Image 
puppet, is still ensconced in his 
giant mausoleum in Tiananmen ■ 
Square; his solemn portrait still 
hangs at the north end of the 
square. Odd, but logical. If the 
authorities start dissecting the 
legacy of Mao, then everything 
else could unravel, too. Hence 
the silence that surrounded the 
recent 30th anniversary of the 
Cultural Revolution, when 
destruction became a political 
imperative. Impossible to 
praise, impossible to condemn 
- easier just to forget it This 
fail ure to discuss the past is inti- 
mately bound up with the 
unhealed wounds of Tianan- 
men Square. 

For students, let alone for 
ordinary Chinese, the traumatic 
events of Tiananmen do not top 
the current agenda. Even in pri- 


You've planned pour new business. 
Mow write pour business plan. 



vate, former protesters talk of 
that period as a dosed chapter. 
Partly, that is because of well 
grounded fear: those who 
launched petitions in the lead- 
up to yesterday’s anniversary 
were promptly arrested. Partly 
it is because the brave new 
world of business offers oppor- 
tunities for the well-educated to 
become prosperous, and thus 
bury the past Parity it is await- 
ing game. 

Chinese officials justify the 
suppression of discussion in 
two ways. First. “People do not 
want to talk about this, nowa- 
days." Partly tree. But this is 
often backed up, by a second, 
contradictory argument: 
“Everybody would argue about 
it too much. That would not be 
good for the country." 

And there lies the rub. The 
• Chinese warn constantly of the 
danger of hum, or turmoil The 
popular fear of hum is often, 
quoted as a reason why nothing 
will ever stir. And yet the offi- 
cial acknowledgement of the 
underlying restlessness - if the 
floodgates were opened tomor- 
row, then millions would be dis- 
cussing Tiananmen and heaven 
knows where it would all end - 
is a reminder that everything 
might yet change. The Chinese 
authorities hope that the mem- 
ories ofTiananmen will gradu- 
ally fade like a forgotten scar. 
And yet a failure to address the 
past can itself be a recipe for 


s troika without glasnost (copy- 
right-holder Deng Xiaoping), 
can work any better, in enabling 
a totalitarian regime to survive. 

Already the paradoxes are 
clear. One can sit in a Chinese 
factory listening to the director 
waxing lyrical about export- 
oriented production, the fabu- 
lous- relationship with foreign 
partners, the joys of the market 
economy. And then you notice 
the Communist slogans on the 
waff Oh yes, says the factory 
director (and party cadre), the 
Communist Party is “very 
important” for the factory’s 


The catalyst; price rises on 
selected meat products. 

Apathy, too. k a curious beast 
A traumatic event can appear to 
be left behind, even whfle the 
wound still festers. After the 
Soviet invasion of Czecboslova- 
kia in 1968. people were numbed 
for 20 years. Dissidents such as 
Vhdav Havel were isolated and 
even reviled, as most Czechs 
showed more interest in beer, 
sausages, and a nice apartment 
than in reversing the legacy of 
the tanks. Conventional wisdom 
had it that they would never 
rebel again. Then, in August 


Businessmen can use e-mail but if they 
speak of the past they’ll be locked up 


In the Soviet Union, glasnost 
without perestroika proved a 
spectacular failure. By 1991 
Russians bad almost complete 
freedom of speech but the 
Communist economic system 
was scarcely shaken or stirred. 
It was a recipe for disaster. In 
China it is still unclear whether 
the reverse combination, pere- 


work. Ask if the Communists 
might one day perform the 
same kind of backflip on poli- 
tics as they have so enthusias- 
tically performed on the econ- 
omy in recent years and you get 
an icy stare. “That is off the 
topic," says the previously gush- 
ing director after an ominously 
long pause. 

Comparisons are always 
dangerous. None the less, if one 
looks at other countries where 
repressive regimes have col- 
lapsed under their own weight, 
there is little comfort for the 
Chinese government. Any gov- 
ernment that raises living stan- 
dards reaps political benefits. 
Thus the West raved about 
economic growth in Poland 
under Edward Gierek in the 
Seventies; the Poles, too, were 
happy. But the moment the 
downturn began things turned 
sour. Four years later. Solidar- 
ity, the grassroots movement 
that eventually toppled the 
Communist state, was boro. 


1988, a few thousand Czechs 
staged a dress rehearsal for the 
velvet revolution; barely a year 
later the Communists were gane. 

Even fear of hum is not a 
uniquely Chinese characteristic. 
The 16th-century smutnoe vre- 
mya, or “time of turmoil" is seen 

in Russian history/That Ibar of 
chaos, and love of the “strong 
hand” was one reason why so 
many remained loyal to the 
Soviet state for so long (and they 
were loyal to the Communist 
state: not until 1989 and 1990, 
as everything else fell apart, did 
the mood seriously begin to 
swing against the regime itself). 

Russia’s population is much 
better educated than China’s. 
But the people in Russia’s huge 
countryside, too, were scarcely 
in revolutionary mode when 
Communism crumbled. All that 
really matters is for the urban 
government to feel, for what- 
ever combination of reasons, 
that its position has become 


unsustainable. Theoretically 
one can use force to re-estab- 
lish control - as happened on 
that fatal night in Peking in 
June 1989. But even that trick 
cann ot be used too often. 

• The leaders of East Ger- 
many, who had been publidy 
enthusiastic about the Tianan- 
men killings, planned a local 
T iananm en Square in Leipzig, 
on 9 October 1989. The orders 
were ‘ given, the hospitals 
cleared, the city sealed offT All 
of us who were there that night 

- a handful of journalists who 
had slipped through the cor- 
dons, and 50,000 protesters - 
saw the truckloads of aimed 
militias and knew that the 
threats were real And then, at 
the last moment, the authorities 
lost their nerve: they realised 
that the threat of force had 
made Germans, not best known 
for their rebellious qualities, 
more defiant, not less. It was the 
crucial retreat in East Ger- 
many. A month later, the Vfell 
was down. In equally unrebel- 
lious Romania, by contrast, the 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu 
derided he would go ahead with 
force. Result: tanks, shooting, 
deaths - and, within a week, a 
brace of dead Ccausescus. 

One reason for believing that 
Chinese Communism -the one- 
party system, the secrets, the lies 

- will survive is that China is 
unimaginable without Commu- 
nism. And yet, in its own terms, 
that is not much of an argument. 
The collapse of the Soviet 
Union was widely regarded as 
“unthinkable”. Ereo. politicians 
and diplomats refused to think 
about it, even when you tried to 
pin them down. Logic and the 
constantly changing mood on 
the street pointed in only one 
direction (“The crumbling of an 
empire,” in the words of an 


all, will not just be settled by a 
little band of old men within the 
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little band of old men within the 
walls of Zhongnanhai. the 
Communists’ own Forbidden 
City, in central Peking. The i 
hidden changes in Chinese soci- 
ety itself will be crucial. 

"The Chinese have no experi- 
ence of democracy. Bui nor 
did the Russians, who now have 
a messy version of a multi-party 
system. Taiwan, meanwhile, has 
moved from locking up dis- 
senters to a little greenhouse 
version of Chinese democrat 
in action. In other words: nei- 
ther huge, traditionally unde- 
mocratic countries, on the one 
hand, nor ethnic Chinese, on 
the other, are genetically pre- 
programmed to live in untruth. 

Chinese businessmen arc 
now encouraged to make their 
own capitalist deals - by fax. 
phone, e-mail and in person - 
with the old enemies: with Tai- 
wan, Britain, the United States 
and all points West and East. 
And yet, if they talk openly 
about the events that shook 
their own country, seven years 
ago, they can be locked up. 
That is both mad and bad. And 
there is no good reason to sup- 
pose that it will last. 

All the more depressing, 
then, that Michael Heseltine. 
the Deputy Prime Minister, did 
not see fit to pursue the ques- 
tion of human rights when he 
recently met Li Peng, Prime 
Minister and chief slaughterer 
of 1989, in Peking. People in 
power always assume that otheclfc 
people in power are the only 
ones who matter. That is not 


just morally dodgy, but also 
politically wrong. Which for the 
flapping of a butterfly's wings. 


And wait for the hurricane. 
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Plain is not the flavour of the day 


f £ rn heyVe never done it 
I with rice, I believe,” 
-A. said the lady sitting 
at the end of the table. 

“By the Lord Hany, I 
believe die’s right!" said some- 
one, and we all gave her a 
cheer. 

This strange remark, and 
the sitting ovation it got, came 
at the end of a conversation in 
which we were all trying to 
think of ways of making our 
fortune. It had started with the 


some mustard on the table for 
the beef, and adding that it 
was going to be good old plain 
English mustard, because he 
was damned if he was going to 
put his latest acquisition on 
the table. 

“Some friends of mine have 
just come back from Vrhles 
and they wanted to buy me a 
small gift, so I am now the far- 
from-pnoud owner of a jar of 
round grain mustard flavoured 
with leeks. I have tried it and 
I do not like it, but I knew I 
wasn’t going to like it. Mustard 
shouldn't be monkeyed round 
with. Mustard is mustard is 
mustard. It shouldn’t taste like 
vichyssoise custard." 


“Yes,” said a man called 
Fred, “but you can’t get away 
from it these days. Every com- 
modity is flavoured with some 
other commodity. You can’t 
stop people adding tinges of 
this and a touch of that. You're 
lucky to get the real thing at 
alL" 

“Real thing? What are we 
talking about?” said Fred’s 
wife, who could always be 
relied upon to seem stupid. 
She did it because it gave Fred 
a chance to seem clever, which 
be didn’t ordinarily get 

“Well, take crisps, for exam- 
ple.” he said. “A real crisp is a 
potato crisp. It is a very thinly 
sliced piece of potato, fried in 
fat and salted. It doesn't taste 
much of potato. It tastes more 
of fat It tastes even more of 
salt But there came a time 
when crisp manufacturers 
thought we should have more 
variety, or at least that they 
should sell more crisps, so 
instead of doing the obvious 
thing which was to crisp other 
lands of vegetable, they start- 
ing adding totally unrelated 
flavours to the plain crisp. It 
started with cheese V onion. 
It went on to BovriL It got as 



Miles Kington 


far as prawn cocktail and 
smoky bacon. Heaven knows 
how far it has got now. Steak 
and kidney pie crisps? Lobster 
Thennidor crisps?” 

“Sausages, "said our hostess. 

“Sorry?" said Red. 

“It happened to sausages, 
too," she said. ‘‘Once they 
were just meat Well, bread 
and meat They were cither 
beef or pork. Now you can go 
to a sausage boutique and buy 
sausages flavoured with ..." 

“Mustard and leeks," said 
her husband, morosely. 

“It happened to vinegar 
when it went raspberry- 
flavoured," said someone else. 

“It happened to bread when 
they started putting bloody 
sun-dried tomatoes in it," said 


somebody else. “There was a 
time when you could butter a 
piece of bread or toast and 
then put jam or bloater paste 
or whatever on it, and eat it 
happily. But nowadays with all 
these designer breads you 
have to get a magnifyin g mass 
aod. see what's in it first. 
You’re just about to put mar- 
malade on your toast when 
you see that there’s a bloody 
olive sticking out of it, so you 
have to think: ‘Let me see, 
what goes with olives?’. But 
nothing docs go with olives. 
Except gin. And you can’t gel 
gin-flavoured marmalade. 

“You can get whiskv- 
flavoured marmalade," said 
our host, “and an abomination 
it is, too. Doesn't please any- 
one. A whisky-lover doesn't 
want oranges floating about in 
his tipple, and a marmalade 
man doesn't want stale alcohol 
wafting off his breakfast.” 

“Somebody must buy the 
stuff,” said Fred. “Otherwise 
they wouldn’t go on making it. 
But it seems to be a basic prin- 
ciple of food and drink pro- 
duction these days. Take some- 
thing simp le and pul flavours in 
it Vraterwith a twist ofleroon. 


celery salt vodka with buffalo 
grass . .. I’ve even seen Belgian 
beer with raspberries in it." 

“I saw some blackcurrant- 
tinged lemonade the other 
day," said the hostess. “Now 
THAT’S going too far. That’s 
adding a fruit flavour lo a 
drink that’s already got a fruit 
flavour! What on earth is the 
point? They didn’t have all this 
a hundred years ago.” 

“The Victorians had mus- 
tard baths.” 

“They may have had mus- 
tard baths, but I bet they didn't 
have bits of leek floating in 
them," our host grumbled. 

“The point is." said Fred, “if 
someone could think of some 
foodstuff which had not yet 
been flavoured, thev would 
make a fortune." 

There was a thoughtful 
silence. It was then that the 
female interruption came. 

“They’ve newer done it with 
rtce. I believe," said the lady 
sitting at the end of the table. 

“By the Lord Hany, 1 believe 
She’s right!” said someone, and 
we all gave her a cheer. 

I expect flavoured rice will 
be on the market some time 
this week. 






H JS 




THE INDEPENDENT » TUESDAY 4 JUNE 3fl9fi 


ttxjn 


\ . /» V 


ifi 

the commentators 


ie of 




Love thy neighbour and keep the noise down dis ^ on 

The new social moralists of the Labour Party are careful to distinguish private conduct from public behaviour reaches 


I s new Labour succumbing to 
an old authoritarian streak? 
Jack Straw’s urooosaT for 


JLJa c k Straw's proposal for 
curfews to keep children off the 
street at night have been 
attacked by the Tbries as social- 
ist Big Brother politics and by 
the Liberal Democrats as “plain 
dangerous”. Nor, it has to be 
said, have they been enthusias- 
tically received by children. 

They follow a fast-growing 
list of proposals from Mr Straw 
and other Labourites that have 
aroused the ire and worry of 
civil libertarians. There was the 
suggested ciampdown on noisy 
neighbours, the decision no 
longer to oppose the Preven- 
tion of Terrorism Act, the pro- 
posal that parents of “irre- 
sponsible” children should be 
given compulsory education in 
parenting and, of course, the 
Straw speech against “aggres- 
sive begging ... and die 
squeegee merchants." 

At the same time there has 
been something close to a 
counter-revolution in Labour's 
attitude to schooling, with 
David Blunkett leading the 
attack on the progressive teach- 
ing methods championed in 
the Sixties but still dominant in 


irsuccummugio many British schools. Tcuwh 
intanan streak? on spelin^S on 

SETP^for causes o/ted^eiinf 

children off the The great change in Labour 
was vividly brought home by 
Michael Cockerell's recent tele- 
vision biography of Roy Jenk- 
ins, who defended his record as 
Labour' s reforming Home Sec- 
retary when he changed laws on 

homosexuality, abortion, div- 
orce and censorship. 

Mr Jenkins said: “1 was try- 
ing to make Britain a more lib- 
cral and open society because 
I thought we lived in a repres- 
sive climat e ... If you want to 
stop people doing something 
which they enjoy doing, which 
they believe is within their lib- 
erty of action, then you've got 
to have an overwhelming social 
case ... if you're going to stop 
them, you shouldn't do it out 
of prejudice or out of habit, but 
only because you can show 
that a definite social evil 


self with such breezily self-con- 
fident libertarianism. 

Certainly, it has become 
inconceivable that a Labour 
government of the late Nineties 
would embark on liberalising 
measures of the scale erf Mr WD- 
soa's 1964-70 governments. 
What, anyway, would that 
mean? Legalising soft drugs, at 
the very least Outlawing dis- 
crimination ageing! homosexu- 
als in the armed services? Offer- 
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results.” 

After 17 years of government 
by Tbries who blamed Mr Jen- 
kins for the permissive society, 
not one of his great reforms has 
been reversed. Yet it is almost 


protection for gay marriages as 
for ordinary ones? Those might 
be arming the measures a tetter- 
day Soy Jenkins figure would 
t ac kl e . But there isa’t one, and 
Sixties' liberation politics are 
deeply unfashionable. 

Labour today is part of a new 
mood of mild conservatism in 
social policy that is sweeping 
the West. There are risks in it; 
by ditching libertarianism, new 
Labour is surrendering a cer- 
tain excitement and exuber- 
ance. It is giving up on the 
chance to be hip. 

One might object that no 


Sixties’ liberation 
politics are deeply 
unfashionable 


his youthful rock-star ambi- 
tions) or Gordon Brown, Robin 
Cook, Harriet Harman and so 


on, could ever be entirely hip. 
But that is too persona] a 
response. It is on the level of 
the attacks Straw has taken, 
such as the story that aged 1 1, 
he told off the local ice-cream 
man for sounding his chimes 
after 7pm. 

There is a personal aspect to 
new Labourism, but it is more 
interesting. Straw comes from a 
single-parent family and was 
brought up on an Essex housing 
estate. His instincts are nearer 
those of working-class families 
having a hard time from local 


youth and riotous neighbours 
than they are to the instincts of 
the tiberal middle class*. 

When I spoke to Tony Blair 
about this yesterday, he argued 
vociferously that io say there 
was a choice between social lib- 
eralism on the one hand, and 
social conservatism on the 
other was as false as the sug- 
gestion in economics that you 
had to be in favour either of 
laissez-faire or of old-style state 
control. His generation had 
grown up with a more permis- 
sive culture, and saw tolerance 
as a very important virtue; but 
it also wanted social rules. 

Noting that for many elderly 
Britons, “life has been made 
absolute hell" hy the behaviour 
of young people, be argued that 
Labour's position was social 
democratic; “at the bean of it is 
a deal, a settlement between the 
individual and society. There has 
to be a space with dear rules. 
Why? Because otherwise, the 


powerful win - which is what is 
happening on mam 1 estates." 


happening on man} 1 estates. 

About (hat be is surely right. 
1 have noticed that women and 
older people - particularly 
poorer older people - are far 
more enthusiastic about Straw- 


type policies than the younger 
and richer men who tend to 
dominate polities and journal- 
ism. It is easy for the powerful 
to be relaxed about petty street 
crime, neighbourhood noise 
and education standards in 
state schools - for these are ail 
things the powerful can buy dis- 
tance from. 

It is possible to envisage a 
“new Labour" morality that is. 
for instance, in favour of 1ov.lt- 
ingtheoseof consent for homo- 
sexuals (Blair's view) and also in 
favour of being tougher on 
young criminals' (ditto). Simi- 
larly, Straw's views about aggres- 
sive beggars may be too strong 
for some tastes - mine included 
- but they go alongside a fervent 
and aggressive ami-racism that 
is also the spawn of the Sixties. 

There are philosophical and 
practical difficulties about this 
new social morality. Any politi- 
cian who lacks Jenkins's intel- 
lectual clarity about the limits 
of state power and the liberty 
of the individual can too easily 
be nudged by the latest scare, 
the latest headline, into taking 
liberties from the latest unpop- 
ular group (bens, blacks or beg- 
gars). That, rather than delib- 


erate malignity, has been the 
slot} of the Ton years. 

But there K something like a 
new social morality emerging, 
w hich is being articulated by the 
BLiiriles. It has no name. Bui 
it separates private sexual and 
recreational conduct, about 
which it is very tolerant, from 
public-space behaviour, about 
which it is increasingly stem. It 
has hs dangers - a morality that 
concentrates on public behav- 
iour K hound to ne tougher on 
those who spend time on the 
streets and. therefore, who are 
poorer or unemployed. But it is 
not social conservatism, which 
is less liberal about sex and 
race. And it is not shameless 
populism either. 

It is probably, in truth, the 
moral centre-ground shared 
hv most British voters who are 
middle-aged or younger. Blair 
and Straw’ are on to something 
and they know it. But they 
also owe it to the rest of us lb 
articulate this new something, 
and acknowledge its dangers 
openly and expound its bene- 
fits more convincingly. For 
here, not in economics or 
diplomacy, is a political revo- 
lution in the making. 


fever pitch 


Bored already 
by Eu ro 96, 
Jojo Moyes 
prepares to flee 


T hey think it's all over? I 
wish it were, f.ur.i 
lunacy has descended, 
and tough luck to those, like 
me. who think it is all a load 
of leathery halls. Gone are the 
days vvKen loot ball was 
rest rie led to grounds and 
( iranilshiini. From now- unlit JO 
June, there is no escape. With 
an estimated hours this 
summer, both BBC and ITY 
are ck igged up vv ith it. w ith tans 
ol soaps, drama and di vtimeit- 
1 anes brutally shoved ottsidv. 

N cwspa pers are bulging w ith 
it; it is. apparently, no longer 
enough to receive pre- and 
post-match analyses - we have 
to know what (he players drink 
in nightclubs, what they demol- 
ish ulkTwanis and which leggy 
blondes comprise their three- 
in-a-hcd-shockcrs. 


Similar policies aside, there is an enormous gulf between the two electoral foes, says Geoffrey Hosking 

Russia looks 


into a chasm 


A t the moment no 
one will take any 
decisions in Rus- 
sia. When I ask 
university col- 
leagues there to commit them- 
selves to anything involving 
more than the next few days, 
they look at me with glazed 
eyes and reply, “Let’s wait for 
the presidential elections”. 

One ought to be pleased; of 
course. When previously in 
Russian history did anything 
serious depend on the out- 
come of an election? But ah the 
same, the widespread view of 
the election as an abyss, with 
absolute triumph on one side 
and tota] disaster on the other, 
reveals the extent to which 
Russian democracy has failed 
to settle down. Businessmen 
warn morosely that a Commu- 
nist victoiy would plunge Rus- 
sia into chaos and Yeltsin's 
closest adviser. General 
Korzhakov, even talks daily of 
civil war. No one expects the 
kind of peaceful transfer of 
power from government to 
opposition that marks a stable 
democracy. 

How far is this alarm justi- 
fied? For all the upheavals of 
the pasl few years Russia has 
not outgrown one basic char- 
acteristic of the old system, 
which is that politics was organ- 
ised by cliques. The life-chances 
of a politician depended on the 
clique to which he attached 
himself, and especially on the 
fortunes of its leader. If the 
leader advanced, so did the 
jest of the clique, like moun- 
taineers roped together. 

Yeltsin did not challenge this 
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pattern. He has never managed 
to create a political party to 
keep open his contacts with a 
wider public but instead has 
surrounded himself with people 
he could trust At times, as a 
result, he has seemed to be 
receiving limited or distorted 
information, as when he 
invaded Chechnya in Decem- 
ber 1994, a decision he has him- 
self called fhe : “greatest, mis- 
take" of his presidency. 


A change of 
regime would 
bring in people 
eager for revenge 


• A change of regime would 
mean a complete reshuffle of 
these cliques, bringing in fresh 
people, Mger for revenge after 
years of frustration. One might 
view the elections as a strug- 

g e between the successful 
i mmunis ts (those who made 
the leap in good time from the 
old system to the new one) 
and the unsuccessful ones 
(those who failed to and so got 


elbowed aside). Ironically, the 
latter bear the Communist 
label. They have let it be 
known that they regard Yeltsin 
and his followers as "crimi- 
nals" and would bring them to 
trial for having Illegally 
destroyed the Soviet Union 
and sold off the national her- 
itage. So the change of per- 
sonnel could be disastrous for 
the losers. 


In terms of policy, though, 
the two main contenders, 
Yeltsin and Zyuganov, may be 
closer than most people think. 
The Communists were veiy shy 
about revealing their economic 
programme, but when a news- 
paper leaked the programme 
last week, it turned ont not to 
envisage a return to ' the 
state -owned planned economy. 
Instead, it recQmmendedsome 
price controls, higher soda! 
spending and a more relaxed 
monetary policy, combined 
with stricter currency controls 
to curb the flight of capital 
abroad, higher import tariffs to 
protect Riisaan producers, and 
a certain amount of re-nation- 
alisation, where ft can lx shown 
that firms have been privatised 
illegally. 

Apart from the last, these are 
afl directions in which Yeltsin will 
probably have to move ton Dar- 
ing the camp aign he has been 
raising pensions and minim um 
wages, and trying to ensure that 
workers are paid on time. He has 
also been under great pressure 
from businessmen to make 
credit easier to obtain, at rea- 
sonable interest rates, both for 
themselves and their customers, 
SO that manufac turing can 
off from the miserable trough to 
which it has sunk. 

C ommunist newspapers have 
been foil of the rhetoric of 
Russia as a great power and 
proposals for the “voluntary” 
re-creation of the Soviet Union. 
But here too Yeltsin is not far 
behind. He recently signed a 
treaty with Belarus that stops 
barely short of the full anion of 
the- two countries, and he has 





The pop charts are lull .ft 
tone-deal players wa rifting 
Eum-iuncx while even classical 
music is corrupted by it; who 
now can hear Puccini's exquis- 
ite "Nessun Donna'' without 
the accompanying mental 
image of Paul Gascoigne's 
puce potato face screwed up 
with tears? 

England's men. meanwhile, 
become Velero'd to iheir sofas. 
Worse still, they siart wearing 
those ridiculous nylon shirts. 
Repeat after me, bin’s: These 
are not attractive. Nor will 
wearing one mean that women 
somehow mislake you for 
David Ginoln. 

Eurostar is happy, with a 
record number of reservations 
for June - 1 10.000 in one week 


alone. “We're ascribing a kit of 
the traffic to Euro 96." said a 


spokesman. I disagree. What 
they don't say is that there are 
as many people fleeing the 
country as there are coming 
in. And for those who believe 


that Euro 96 poses a greater 
risk to the nation’s health 




Yeltsin has surrounded himself with people he could trust rather than keeping contact with a wider public Viktor Horotayev 


dismantled customs barriers 
with Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzs- 
tan. Almost any conceivable 
Russian president would prob- 
ably move in this direction. 
Russians are used to running 
their neighbours’ affairs and 
their economic power gives 
them strong leverage. 

In terms of policies, then, 
there may not be as much dif- 
ference as appears between 
Yeltsin and Zyuganov. All the 
same, in recent weeks Yeltsin 
has been doing what he can to 
put “blue water” between him- 
self and Zyuganov. He has 
announced that he plans to 
professionalise the armed 
forces, which should mean that 
after 1999 no more conscripts 
are called up. This would end 
some three centuries of press- 


ing young adult males into mO- 
itaiy service for which they 
were often ill-prepared. No 
Communist would dream of 
doing any such thing, and most 
of the generals have been pretty 
tight-lipped in their reaction to 
the move. 

Even more important is the 
Chechen peace settlement. 
This is not just a matter of end- 
ing the war, which the Russian 
government has been trying to 
do for months. Yeltsin's Nation- 
alities Minister has suggested 
that Chechen rebels might join 
a coalition government, and 
that a power-sharing treaty 
might be drawn up, which 
would define Chechnya as a 
sovereign stale within the Russ- 
ian Federation, running its own 
domestic affairs. This is a real 


divergence from the imperial 
view of the Russian state which 
Zyuganov holds. 

However one rates Yeltsin's 
chances, the most important 
thing is that everybody I have 
spoken to in Russia recently 
seems to assume that these elec- 
tions will go ahead. Their glazed 
eyes and their indecision indi- 
cate that they are taking democ- 
racy seriously. They are right to 
do so. The actual policies of 
Yeltsin and Zyuganov may dif- 
fer less than both of them claim, 
but it really does matter who is 
in charge, and not only to their 
respective cliques. Yeltsin will 
reassure businessmen and for- 
eigners that the country is sta- 
ble and safe to invest in; 
Zyuganov will arouse fears of 
instability as well as the shadow 


of the Communist past. In Rus- 
sia. personality is everything. 

77ie writer is Professor of 
Russian History at the School of 
Slamnic and East European 
Studies, London Unhvrsitv. 


risk to the nation’s health 
than BSE or Anthea Turner. I 
propose a few remedies. 

One is, of course, to leave the 
country. This will only work it for 
obvious reasons, one ventures 
beyond Europe. Another solu- 
tion is the immediate adoption of 
a red-card system. These could 
be worn either on the breast 
pocket, to denote an anti-Euro 
stance, or held up as a brisk warn- 
ing at the start of any conversa- 
tion likely to contain the words 
“Bobby Moore" or “1966". 

The’ other dream solution, of 
course, would be for England to 
drop out in the first round. 
Perhaps J won't book that 
Eurostar ticket just yet. 
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A citizen of Europe first, British second 


The United Kingdom has farthest to travel on the road to integration but it is worth the journey 


1 think of myself first as a European 
citizen and second as a British Cit- 
izen. We must all declare our 
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izen. We must all declare our 

colours now that the battle or 
Britain’s future in the European 
Union has been joined. ... r 

If only the UK fitted as smoothfy 
into Europe politically as it .does cuJ 
dually and commercially- White ■ 
enormous influence of Contmentalart, 
( music and literature on us scaroe?r 
needs slating we may not reah^thai 
the traffic has always been two-^y. 

Themtenfoange ispaitiotiartysguafl® 

Ar«tr™\«-tTveofFfanasBacon 


parliament will meet; it is difficult to 
think of a more important commission. 

In Rome, last week the actress Tilda 
Swinton created a sensation by taking 
over the Museo Baracco devoted to 
classical antiquities. With the ancient 
objects she placed appropriate plants 
and then, as she did at the Serpentine 



Gallery m Loncion receuuy, 
herself asleep as a farther exhibit, ofay 
this time in a sort of botanical gjassbox, 
a. „ Thrarin mipht have used. At 


ANDREAS WHITTAM SMITH 


tug trme in a aun, ui 
such as Darwin might have used. At 
once erudite and eccentric, the Italians 
th* Mmerience “commovenur - 


once erudite ana eccemr*, ^ 
found the experience “commovenur - 
moving, touching. British culture is 

. r®,». . WcnnlhtKmESS 


snoruy. At me same — „ 

.Bainne, round the corner, will be r 
of contemporary British 
from Anthony Caro to D? au “ 

You can hear Benjamin Brittens 
operas in Pdris almost as 
in London: contemporary Bntishuov 

els are translated into French nndjpve 
f..u ot tne 


admired ror ns rresmKw* 

to take risks, its irony, rtssdf-mockeiy, 

straightforward to adapt to CMfr 
Sways, as does CtatmenhdtaB*- 
Hess here, despite quite big differ- 
ences. It is not just that the law is 
rather than Anglo-Saxon or 


eis are translated imorraiu. sr - - 

full reviews almost every week o 
tyear. Indeed, in novels there is a sub- 

■ CtMuii.! r . J m.Hnlinf'f* in favour Ol 
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maced, in novel* ~ - , 

stantial trade imbalance in favour ot 
Britain - about 150 of oars cross th 
Channel each year compared wUI * sa r' 
12 or so from the French ride. t 
In Gcrmanv, Rowan Atkmson s mt 
Rm.« i. .civ Simon Kat- 


ences. It is noi jum ~ 

Roman rather than Anglo^atma or 
that serial regulations are stricter 

d^wherTii Euro P e - 

reallv are just as prag- 


ma uermanv, jtwwan - - 

Bean" is a cult figure. Sir Snuon Ka- 
de with the City of Birmingham Sym- 
Dhnnv nvrhKtrfl is a much admireo 


ue wun tne City ot Binnmgn««“ “7*-. 
Phony Orchestra is a much admireo 
tegular viator. Sir Nonnan Foster » 
the architect for the rebuilding of tne 
Reichstag in Berlin where Germany s 
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pragmatic, we are learning them fast 

But the political differences between 
the UK and the rest of Europe are 
much more profound. AD our partners 
are, in essence, republics, even if some 
of them have reserved the job of head 
of slate for their royal family. AD have 
written constitutions in which power is 
dispersed, with the lines of separation 
dearly marked. Their citizens have 
entrenched rights. We have none of 
these thing s. AH power in the UK has 
long been concentrated in one place, 
the House of Commons. For members 
of Parliament to give up legislative 
authority to another assembly or to a 
foreign court will always be bitterer 
resisted and, when conceded, invari- 
ably felt as traumatic. 

Wie did not mind accepting a com- 
mon tariff inreturn for a single market 
within Europe. Ws were bring true to 

our free trade traditions, bat our neigh- 
bours have been seeking purely poidi- 
calgainsforwhichtheyhavebeenwiB- 
ing to pay a much higher price in terms 


of sovereignty. The list is familiar. 
After three invasions in a hundred 
years, Fiance has wished Germany 
integrated rather than isolated; in turn 
Germany has peacefully gained lead- 
ership of a Continent. Italy has wanted 
Europe to buttress its weak govern- 
ments. Spain has seen Europe as a guar- 
antor of us post-Franco democracy. Bel- 
gium and the Netherlands have 
obtained leverage over their big neigh- 
bours. Ireland, Portugal and Greece 
have received handsome subsidies. 

British policy has been to engage, 
unwillingly and unenthusiastically, in a 
limited amount of political integration 
in order to protect or enlarge our exist- 
ing single market benefits. It has been 
a crabby, uninspiring stance. It has 
finall y brought us the meal crisis with 
its bad temper, recrimination, distrust 
and retaliation. Naturally, we did not 
discuss the matter with our partners as 
a common problem before making our 
fateful announcement. We wouldn't. 

In a rational world it should be pos- 
sible to agree which political derisions 
are best taken at the European level (as 
rightly advocated on these pages yes- 
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and which by local government. We 
would also be secure that, at all points, 
democratic procedures andpopular 
oversight were in place. The EU would 
be the coping stone of our constitu- 
tional arrangements. I would be both 
a European and a British citizen. 


My political aspirations are also 
European because 1 want to be part 
of something that has. or could have, 
near-superpower influence in the 
world. Britain lost that status during 
the Second World War. I think we 
need it in some form to help us face 
the international crises wc might meet 
in the future - more likely to be trade 
wars then armed conflict. If and when, 
say, Russia, China, Japan or India 
throw their weight about, I seek the 
reassurance of belonging to an equally 
powerful body without having to rely 
upon being just one of the United 
Stales' many allies. 

I accept that as a middle-sized 
country, we still do “punch above our 
weight". Partly, this comes from being 
a member of the key clubs. The UK 
has a permanent seat on the Security 
Council of the United Nations: we play 
a leading role in Nato; we are one o*f 
the Group of Seven economic powers, 
which regularly meet to discuss the 
world economy, and we are the his- 
toric leader of the Commonwealth 
countries. We are also able to project 
military force overseas, albeit on a 
modest scale, which earns us a dose 
alliance with the US. And we, like 
Fiance, draw influence simply from 
haring been around as a nation-state 
for a Tong time. But separately or in 
combination, these relationships do 
not compare with being an integral 
part of a strong Europe. 
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Oftel review 
cuts BT bills 
for 16 million 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Telephone bills for 16 million 
domestic customers are set to 
fall by an average of £8-£10 a 
year under more lenient price 
controls announced yesterday 
by the industry regulator Don 
.Cruickshank of Oftel. 

; The curbs, from July next 
year, are not as tough as BT had 
feared. But if it accepts them it 
will also have to agree to Mr 
Cruickshank, Director Gener- 
,al of Telecommunications, be- 
ing granted sweeping new 
powers to tackle anti -competi- 
tive behaviour by BT and oth- 
er telecoms operators. 

The new price controls will 
apply only to domestic and 
small business customers with 
quarterly bills of £66 or less and 
will cover only a quarter of BTs 
annual revenues. They will re- 
strict price increases to inflation 
less 4 .5 percentage points from 
1997 to 2001 and will, said Mr 
Cruickshank, be the last set of 
retail price controls he impos- 
es on BT. 

The company’s 10 milli on 
larger domestic users and most 
business customers will be ex- 
empt from price controls alto- 
gether. 

Mr Cruickshank said that 
the new Fair Trading condition 
he wants to see written into BTs 
licence was “Indivisible’’ from 
the price controls. If BT rejects 
either element of the package 
it will be referred to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. 


BT refused to say whether or 
not it would agree to Oftel's pro- 
posals. Peter McCarthy V&rd, 
the BT director in charge of the 
price review .described them as 
a -curate’s egg” which it would 
need to study carefully before 
deciding whether to accept or 
reject. "It is not tanks on the 
lawn outside Oftel’s offices but 
nor is it peace in our time,'’ he 
added. -This is a conflicted 
document that will take time to 
assess.” 

However the betting in the 
City was that BT would accept 
the entire regultory package, al- 
beit grudgingly, and its shares 
ended 13p higher at 36S_5p. 

Mr Cruickshank said the 
price curbs would bring the 
median domestic bill of £200 a 
year down to £150 by the end 
of the control period and rep- 
resented a fair balance between 
the short-term desire of con- 
sumers for lower prices and the 
longer-term need to encourage 
investment and greater com- 
petition in telecoms. 

The new Fair Trading condi- 
tion, meanwhile, would tackle 
any abuse by BT of its dominant 
market position and prevent it 
from engaging in anti-compet- 
itive behaviour such as preda- 
tory pricing or delays in 
connecting competitors to its 
network. 

In fact, the proposals, which 
BT must respond to by the end 
of July, mark a sharp change in 
tack on the part of the regula- 
tor. Initially Mr Cruickshank 
had proposed retaining some 


form of price control over the 
bulk of BTs customers and its 
services^ 

Although the new curb s wil l 
still apply to 80 per cent of BTs 
20 million domestic customers 
they will cover only 26 per cent 
of it revenues compared with 
the 64 per cent covered by the 
existing price controls which run 
until next July. 

Mr Cruickshank said the new 
formula was based on BT earn- 
ing a 122> per cent rate of re- 
tarn on areas of the business 
that would re main regulated 
and would require it to achieve 
4 per cent annual improve- 
ments In efficiency. This is 
twice the level of productivity 
gains BT has factored in but it 
declined to spell out what the 
impact on jobs would be. 

BT s competitors welcomed 
Oftel’s proposals and in par- 
ticular the more focused ap- 
proach to price curbs. Peter 
Howe Ji- Davies, chief executive 
of Mercury Co mmuni cations 
said: “It will lead to lower bills 
for residential customers and al- 
low competition to continue to 
develop so that all customers 
wiD cany on enjoying higher 
quality, more choice and 
greater innovation in services.” 

The UK’s largest cable op- 
erator, TeleWest, said the dereg- 
ulatoiy thrust of the proposals 
and Oftel’s intention to make 
these the last set of retail price 
controls were an acknowldge- 
ment that competition would 
regulate the market and protect 
the consumer in future. 
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Fleming’s Bill 
Harrison wins 
BZ W top post 


PETER RODGERS AND 
JOHN W1LLCOCK 

Barclays yesterday hired Bill 
Harrison, the investment bank- 
ing chief of Robert Fleming, as 
head of its investment banking 
arm BZW, one of the most 
sought-after jobs in the Gity. 

Tue post is expected by com- 
petitors to bring a multi-million- 
lnni,.t»nn raw nairtnmi 


Not coming for the money: Bill Harrison, the new head of BZW 


Photograph: FT 


but Baidays made dear that 
Harrison’s earnings would be 
performance-related. 

Mr Harrison’s predecessor, 
the late David Band, in one re- 
cent year earned a total of 
£1.4m, including bonuses, mak- 
ing him the highest-paid exec- 
utive at Barclays at the time. 

Martin Thyior, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the Barclays group, 
declined to reveal the remu- 
neration package and said: "Bill 
is not coming here for the 
money." 

He added* “Effectively what 
Bill is paid will depend on 
BZW’s performance, and it 
will also depend on the perfor- 
mance of Barclays. 

“Quite a lot of the directors’ 

bonuses are in stock. At the first 
opportunity he will join the 
[group 1 board.” 

Mr Taylor said the bank bad 
already decided to offer Mr 
Harrison the job before the 
death in late March of Mr 
Band, who had planned to 
move from die “strenuous” ex- 
ecutive role at BZW to the 
deputy chairmanship. 

Mr Tkylor added that he was 
amazed at the 60 or. so names 
mentioned as candidates for 
BZW in various publications, 
and he had in fact only spoken 
to five people about the job. Mr 
Harrison was “absolutely the 
right person” to spearhead 


BZWSdcvetopmem of its glob- 
al business. 

Apart from his deal-making 
skills, Mr Harrison stood out 
among the senior executives at 
the family-controlled Flemings 
asa no-nonsense executive with 
a Birmingham accent and a dif- 
ferent background from the 
traditional top-drawer City mer- 
chant banker. 

But what was noticeable be- 
cause of the contrast at Flem- 
ings may pass unremarked at 
BZW, which was founded only 
a decade ago and is a much 
more socially mixed organisa- 
tion than Flemings. 

In Mr Harrison’s three years 
at Flemings the bank acted for 
ING in acquiring Barings and 
Dresdner in buying Klcinwort 
Benson and it also represented 
the Wellcome Trust during the 
takeover by Glaxo. 

Before Flemings, Mr Harri- 
son was head of European in- 
vestment banking at Lehman 
Brothers. 

He has also worked in the oil 
industry alongside Sir Alas lair 
Morton, co-chairman of Euro- 
tunnel. Both were at British Na- 
tional Oil Corporation in the 
1970s. 

John Manser, chief executive 
of Flemings, said: “Bill has al- 
ways been an ambitious man 
which is a good thing in invest- 
ment banking. 

“1 find it difficult to think ill 
of a person who wants to fulfill 
Ids ambitions. ! am flattered to 
see that BZW could only find 
what they wanted at Flemings,” 
he said. 

Mr Harrison will be on “gar- 
dening leave” during his three 
months notice period, but said 
he would be available to help 
finish projects at Fleming? and 
“tidy up” during that period. 


Ofwat ‘fines’ Yorkshire Water £40m 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Yorkshire Water was yesterday 
in effect fined £40m by the in- 
dustry regulator Ofwat for its 
“serious failures” in coping 
with last year's drought when 
it only avoided rota cuts by 
tankering in water in a fleet of 
700 lorries. 

In an unprecedented move, 
Yorkshire has agreed not to in- 
crease prices by more than the 
rate of inflation next year in 
recognition of its failure to 
meet its obligations or deliver 
an adequate service. It had 
been entitled to raise them by 
RP1 plus 2J percentage points. 

The price freeze will have a 
knock on effect in 1998-99 and 
1999-2000 resulting in customer 
bills being lower than allowed 


for in Yorkshire’s price control 
and lowering the company's 
revenues by some £40m. It has 
also agreed to a new set of per- 
formance targets that will in- 
volve additional spending of 
£50m on top of the £170m ex- 
tra it is already spending to im- 
prove supplies. 

The fresh price curbs were 
announced by Ian Byatt, Di- 
rector General of Water Ser- 
vices, as he published the 
damning results of an investi- 
gation into Yorkshire ttfcter’s 
performance last year. The in- 
quiry found serious failures by 
the company in controlling 
leakages, minimising unplanned 
supply interruptions and con- 
trolling flooding from sewers. 

“It is not the job of the reg- 
ulator (o seek to manage the 


company”, Mr Byatt said. “But 
when a company fails to deliv- 
er the standard of service which 
customers have paid for it will 
be required to undertake spe- 
cific action, to report the out- 
ome to the regulator and to be 
restricted in its ability to in- 
crease its prices.” 

Brandon Gough, who took 
over as chairman of Yorkshire 
V&ter a month ago, said: “The 
new management of Yorkshire 
Water believe it vital to secure 
the trust and confidence of 
customers by delivering high- 
quality, reliable service. Mis- 
takes were made in the past but 
it is now important to look to 
the future.” 

In his report Mr Byatt said 
Yorkshire had not paid enough 
attention to the problems of 


leakage, supply interruptions or 
Gooding and did not have ade- 
quate plans lo deal with them. 

He also criticised Yorkshire 
Water Service's payment of a 
£50m special dividend in the 
summer of 1995 which, in ret- 
rospect, was “not appropriate in 
the circumstances” and may 
mean it has to receive a cash in- 
jection from its parent compa- 
ny to finance its operations. 

In addition to the price 
freeze, Yorkshire has under- 
taken to meet a series of per- 
formance targets by the the end 
of the decade. These include 
cutting by two-thirds the num- 
ber of customers affected by un- 
planned supply interruptions of 
12 hours or more and halving 
the number of customer af- 
fected by sewer flooding. 


The drought began in York- 
shire in Apnl 1995 when, rain- 
fall be gan tO fall si gnifianflly 
below the average and re- 
mained that way through the 
summer. In July, a hosepipe ban 
was introduced and in August 
Yorkshire Water erected trial 
standpipes in Bradford. - 

The tankering operation be- 
gan in September with water be- 
ing ferried in from as far afield 
as Northumbria in a fleet of 
tankers that grew steadily from 
200 to 700 at the peak of the op- 
eration. 

From October to early Jan- 
uary this year there was a real 
possibility of rota cuts or other 
emergency measures being im- 
plemented. Only the tankering 
operation and emergency cap- 
ital works avoided that 


Unsold stocks continue to dog industry 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

The contrast between strong 
consumer spending and sickly 
manufacturing output was high- 
lighted yesterday by the first 
economic statistics for May. 

, The mixed evidence on the 
health of the economy means 
that the Chancellor. Kenneth 
Clarke, is not expected to 
change interest rates after his 
meeting tomorrow with Eddie 
George, governor of the Bank 
of England. 

The decline m manufacturing 
activity last month was the 
sharpest since September 1992, 
according to the Chartered In- 
stitute of Purchasing and Sup- 
ply. Its activity index showed the 
fourth fall in a row in May. 

“Business conditions have 
steadily deteriorated since the 
Start of the year,” said Biter 
Thomson, director general of 


the CEPS. The survey suggested 
that unsold stocks of goods 
were the main reason for 
pessimism. 

Output, orders and employ- 
ment were all down compared 
with the previous month, 
although the consumer goods 
industries increased their level 
of production. Jobs were cut by 


Narrow Money 
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90 .3! 


17 per cent of the firms 
surveyed. 

In a further sign of industrial 
weakness, the Engineering Em- 
ployers’ Federation reported 
that pay settlements had fallen 
back in the three months to 
April. They were down to 3J 
percent on average, having held 
steady at 3.5 per cent for the 
previous nine months. 

There were 21 pay freezes re- 
ported during the three months 
- 15 of them in April - out of 
a total of 269 deals. Most set- 
tlements remained in the range 
of 3-4 per cent. 

David Yeandle, head of em- 
ployment affairs at the EEF 
said: “'We are pleased to see em- 
ployers and employees arc re- 
sponding prudently to tougher 
trading conditions and the de- 
creasing rate of inflation.” 

However, figures showed 
growth of the narrow money 
supply measure, M0, picking up 


to 63 per cent in May from 5.6 
per cent in April. Cash in cir- 
culation, by far the biggest 
component of M0, grew by 6.1 
per cent in the 12 months to 
May. 

“Along with other consumer 



at brokers James CapeL 

Mr Clarke and Mr George 
are expected to agree to leave 
base rates unchanged this 
month. But there is a difference 
of opinion in the City about 
what will happen later this year. 

Some believe the Chancellor 
will cut the cost of borrowing 
again. A report from his panel 
o? “wise persons' ’ due to be pub- 
lished on Friday wilJ show that 
most of them think there is 
plenty of spare capacity in the 
economy and therefore tittle im- 
mediate inflationary danger. 

However, in its latest Inflation 


Report, the Bank of England 
warned there was a danger of 
inflation running above its 25 
per cent target by 1998 if base 
rates did not rise in the 
meantime. 

Most City analysts reckon 
higher consumer demand will 
help manufacturers work off 
their overhang of stock before 
long. In addition, key conti- 
nental European export mar- 
kets are expected to recover 
later this year. 

“There is a danger of over- 
doing the doom and gloom on 
manufacturing,” said Robert 
Barrie, an economist at BZW. 

Official figures for manufac- 
turing output will soon be re- 
vised up to take account of 
better estimates of exports last 
year. Last week the Office for 
National Statistics published 


as a result of a new method for 
calculating export prices. 


Facia shoe shops saved 
from hands of receivers 


NIGEL COPE ' 

The footwear interests of Facia, 
the collapsed retail group, were 
saved from receivership yes- 
terday when a hi gh court agreed 
to place the companies into ad- 
ministration. The arrangement 
indudes the Freeman Hardy 
Willis, Saxone, Curt ess and 
Manfield chains and will enable 
them to trade as ongoing con- 
cerns with some protection 
from creditors. The deal covers 
around 340 stores which employ 
around 1,400 staff. 

Earlier, lawyers represent- 
ing Facia’s bankers and KPMG, 
the receivers to the rest of the 
stricken group, had argued for 
the shoe shops to be placed in 
receivership. 

Instead, Alan Barrett and 
Dipankar Ghosh of Price Vfo- 
teihouse have been appointed 
as administrators to the 
footwear businesses. As Grant 
Thornton is acting as receivers 
to the Salisbury’s luggage c hain , 
yesterday's riding means that 
three separate groups of officials 
are presiding over Facta. 


As Facia’S founder Stephen 
Hinchliffe continued to meet 
potential backers with a view to 
regaining control of the com- 
pany, the various offidals re- 
ported strong interest in the 
individual businesses from 
other parties. 

Grant Thorton said it had re- 
ceived around 30 expressions of 
interest in Salisbury's, which op- 
erates 174 outlets and has sales 
of £50m last year. 

KPMG said that it had re- 
ceived 62 expressions of inter- 
est in parts of the group from 
UK groups as well as others 
from the US, Belgium and 
Canada. KPMG is acting as re- 
ceivers for the Facia parent 
company as well as Conlessa, 
Oakland Menswear, Tbrq jew- 
ellers and Red or Dead. 

KPMG held inconclusive 
meetings with Bank of Scotland, 
bankers to Sock Shop which is 
not in receivership. The meet- 
ings will continue tomorrow. 

Mr Hinchliffe is now co-op- 
erating with KPMG after rela- 
tions appeared to have broken 
down over the weekend. Mr 


Hinchliffe was yesterday meet- 
ing with various potential back- 
ers in a bid to raise the f 7m 
owed to the United Mizrahi 
Bank of Israel. However, 
KPMG said it had received no 
expression of interest from the 
former Faria chairman. 

Gary O’Brien, Faria’s chief 
operating officer has also yet to 
make a move though he is 
thought to be interested in 
putting together a rescue bid. 

Sears, which is owed £6m by 
Faria, said its chief executive 
Liam Strong still had the sup- 
port of the board. Sears chair- 
man Sir Bob Reid held 
meetings with analysts yesterday 
to explain the administration 
procedure and the effect on the 
company. The leases on the 
stores now revert to Sears and 
the company has been forced to 
provide for a further £25ra of ex- 
ceptional costs to cover the dis- 
posal of unwanted properties 
and the other outstanding 
debts. Sears claims that it has 
kept the City informed of de- 
velopments in the footwear 
businesses it sold to Facia. 


Antibodies group goes to market 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Therapeutic Antibodies, a 
biotechnology group born at St 
Bartholomew’s Hospital in 
London, is planning to come to 
the stock market in a £150m 
flotation at the end of the 
month. The Anglo-American 
group is planning to raise £30m 
in the flotation, which wiD bring 
a windfall of around £38m to the 
directors, who include the two 
Barts’ professors. John London 
and Tim Chard, whose ideas 
formed the basis of the group. 


Their stakes should be worth 
around £12m on paper follow- 
ing the float. 

Like PPL Therapeutics, an 

recently announeeJhs intention 
to float. Therapeutic Antibod- 
ies uses sheep to produce its 
main products, which arc cur- 
rently only available for com- 
bating snake bites. The 
difference is that, while PPL ob- 
tains proteins from the sheep’s 
milk, TA bleeds its animals to 
obtain polyclonal antibodies. 

Sheep-generated antibodies 


are said to have a proven safety 
record, with few ade effects in 
humans. They are used to sup- 
plement the human immune 
system to bind and neutralise 
the offending target on the 
celL The snake bite products 
were launched last year and arc 
currently only being sold to 
the Nigerian government and in 
certain Scandinavian countries. 

Martin Brown, the company's 
US chief executive, said that 
while this was a niche market, 
it proved the company’s 
technology. 
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Dunfermline 

BUILDING SOCIETY 

New Mortgage Interest Rates 

From l June 1996, Dunfermline Building Society's new 
rare for owner-occupien will be 6.99% pa grots. 

Notice to Existing Borrowers 

Also from 1 June, the Society is introducing a rale for 
enating borrowers occupying thdr own property which 
feat ures a 0.25 % pa gross reduction from their present rate. \, 
for borrowers who have a fowl rate or discounted variable 
rate mortgage, this change will come into effect on completion 
of the fixed or discounted period. 

Borrower, ^ budget repayment scheme are not 
required to take any action at this time and notices will be 
mued to borrowe rs outwith the scheme. 

Pun femallno BuUdbig Socirty Cetedmtla New* 
CmwgfoAmmm BurriemHm KYII 5N T«l 01383 (27727 
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Cruiekshank’s carrot-and-stick does the trick 


ftiiiiimSI 


‘BT will squirm and 
wriggle and wring its 
hands at the 
demanding price cap 
which, indeed, is 
more demanding than 
it appears at first 
sight But in the end 
it wiJI probably accept’ 


Dfrn^ rUiCk f bant , WouJd appear w ootoe 

more ^ e school 

raSuK 00 lhaD ^ opposite number at 
Otgas-Wkereas dare SpottiswodewJ, 

sisassSaeKSs 

* e Package of price and feir trad- 

r S \S3^t ,P resente d yesterday by Mr 
C^cfebank looks as neat a stSupjJ* as 

done on a privatised utility since the 
meny band of regulators leapt onto the 

Skli d ^ ca ‘fe 37 will undoubtedly 
bellyache. It wffi complain about natural jus- 
tice and the lack of an appeals procedure 
agunsr the regulator’s proposed powers to 
tackle anti-competitive behaviour. It will 
squirm and wriggle and wring its hands at 
the demanding price cap which, indeed, is 
more demanding than it appears at first 
sight. But m the end it will probably accept 
As the consultative process has evolved, 
culminating in these final proposals, Mr 
Cruickshank has either knocked over the 
obstacles erected in his way by BT or sim- 
ply swerved around them. 

BT wanted a new regulatory regime that 
reduced quite dramatically the range of ser- 
vices that are price-capped. It has got pre- 
cisely thaL Under the new formula only a 
quarter of its revenues will be governed by 
price controls whereas under the existing 
controls it is two-thirds. BT says it wanted 
an approach that would encourage invest- 


ment and allow competitors sufficient head- 
room to enter the market It seems to have 
gpt that too. This is balanced by a Fair Trad- 
mg condition which, if written into its 
licence, would give Mr Cruidshank and any 
successor greater discretion in tackling anti- 
competitive behaviour. 

BT finds this abhorrent, but unlike the 
issue of pricing where die industry presented 
a more or less common front against the reg- 
ulator, few support its stance on this other 
nutter. Refusing to accept the fair trading 
proposals and marching off to the Monop- 
olies and Mergers Co mmiss ion risks look- 
ing like an act of truculence which, in any 
case, is not guaranteed to produce a more 
favourable outcome forBT 

British Gas looks set inevitably on a 
course for the MMC but that is because it 
believes shareholders’ funds are being expro- 
priated. That is not the case with BT The 
smart upwards movement in its share price 
yesterday makes it very hard for BT to argue 
the British Gas case, that Dftel is being 
beastly to Sid. BT should be thankful for 
small mercies and accept Mr Cruickshank's 
proposals. 


Calling the regulators 
to account 


F ew outside Yorkshire Water’s own share- 
holders are going to have any problem 
with the penalty imposed on the company I 


yesterday for last year's drought fiasco and 
other related management fadings- If York- 
shire Vfeter is to be believed, not increasing 
prices by more than the rate of inflation next 
year amounts, in effect, to a fine of about 
£40m over the lifetime of the present price 
controls. Yorkshire's pricing formula was orig- 


inally set to allow it to raise prices by two 
abovt 


and a half percentage points above the rate 
of inflation. On topof the revenue loss, York- 
shire is also being forced lo spend an addi- 
tional £5Qm shoring up its crumbling 
infrastructure. 

There is, however, one thing that Ian 
Byatt, the water regulator, does not explain 
in an otherwise lurid, clear and compre- 
hensive report on Yorkshire Water’s failings. 
And that is bow the fine was arrived at. 
According to a spokeswoman for Ofwai, it 
was a question of the director general's 
“judgement” of what was appropriate, tak- 
ing into account the feet that the company 


paid out a special dividend of £50m last vear. 
ill find tl 


Many will find the judgement too lenient: 
rather fewer, too harsh. The fact that Mr 
Byatt doesn't explain himself lays him open 
to the old critic ban of arbitrary’ regulation. 
Yorkshire has agreed the penalty, as well 


subject to neither test nor appeal. Each pri- 
vatised monopoly has its own particular reg- 
ulatory needs, requirements and priorities, 
but even so some commonality in approach 
and judgement might reasonably be 
expected. In practice there Ls hardly any. 

It is perhaps unfair to lay such criticism 
on lan Byatt. one of the more enlightened, 
and thoughtful of the regulators. This is 
especially'' the case given that most people 
would heartily agree with his action against 
Yorkshire. Nonetheless, only in Britain 
would it be possible to impose such a vast 
fine on a company without accounting pub- 
licly for how it was arrived at. The fact that 
the regulator may have got his decision-mak- 
ing about right both i n't he Yorkshire Water 
case, and in the more complex BT price 
review, is no excuse for the arbitrary nature 
of the process. Because regulators act alone 
and without public debate, their judgement 
is highly likely to be at fault, or at least out 
of tune with the times. Priority should be 
given by the next government to root and 
branch reform of the system. Both the reg- 
ulated utilities and the public at large are 
rapidly losing all faith in it. 


it might given the weakness of its position. 

i net 


All the same, something needs to be done 
to standardise regulatory proceedure and 
make it more transparent and accountable. 
As things stand, we have a scries of all-pow- 
erful regulators waltzing around by them- 
selves, derision-making in a way which is 


Tesco tip-toes into 
financial services 


T esco's move into financial services is not 
so much a running jump into the deep 
end a> a tentative toe in the water. Super- 


market watchers had been braced for some- 
thing much bigger - a credit curd, say', or even 
a full-blown deposit account branded with 
the Tesco name. Instead we have got a half- 
way house, a budget can! which is also a deb- 
it cord. Basically it is a Nat West account that 
will help you do your Tesco shopping. In oth- 
er words.’ little more than a loyalty gimmick. 

.All the same, wc can safely assume this is 
u stepping stone to other vvhizzv financial 
products, such as the Tesco life assurance 
plan or (he Sir Inn MucLaurin pension 
scheme (he dties retire soon alter aUl. 
Tesco should beware, howevvr. The route to 
financial services is not always an easy path 
as other retailer; hav e discovered. Marks & 
Spencer launched its financial services prod- 
ucts with much fanfare but has found the 
going much tougher than it expected. Vir- 
gin. on the other hand Juts fared better u ith 
its PEP ami is now going into life insurance. 

The aim here is clear.' Retailers and other 
top companies w-.mt to use the strength ot 
their brand names to bolt on other products. 
Brands such us Murks & Spencer and Hoots 
always rate highly. By contrast everyone 
loves In hate the kinks which arc seen as 
inefficient and unfriendly. As the banks con- 
tinue to push customers further away with 
eash machines and telephone hanking, the 
supermarkets are drawing theirs closer to 
their bosom with loyally cards and the like. 
The hunks are easy prey so we can proba- 
bly expect to sec mitre announcements like 
this. .And who knows, it muv work. 


to be fin, BSE scare hammers Dalgety 

^ IMTTlIflU TrtAi - 


PATRICK TOOHER 




Analysts were downgrading 
forecasts for Dalgety yesterday 
after the food giant warned 
that the impact of the BSE scare 
would cut pre-tax profits by up 
to£25m this year. Dalgety said 
it had faced “considerable un- 
certainty as a result of the con- 
tinuing "beef crisis". 

Worst hit was the Spillers pet 
food business, which incurred 
write-offs totalling £15m as a re- 
sult of the European Union's 
global ban on die export of 
British beef. 

Dalgety added that its pet- 
food division had also been af- 
fected by an isolated, and 
unrelated, case of suspected 

B roduct contamination at its 
>utch factory. This had led to 
the recall of dried cat food prod- 
ucts at an estimated cost of£5m. 
# A further £5m was lost in Dal- 
gety 's agricultural feed and 
food ingredients business due to 
stock write-offs and a fall in de- 
’ mand for beef-based food prod- 
. ucts for wfileh Dalegty supplies 
ingredients. “These costs are 
largely one-off in nature,” the 
company said. 

However, analysts were dis- 


appointed with the statement 
and also by Dalgety*s decision 
to do no more than maintain the 
final dividend this year. 

“There are a number of com- 
panies across the sector who 
have been hit by the BSE scare, 
but Dalgety is the most affect- 
ed,” said Julien Hardwick, an- 
alyst at stockbrokers BZW. He 
lowered his profit estimate for 
the year to June 1996 to £95m 
from £115m, compared with 
£93 ,7m made last year. 

Richard Workman of stock- 
brokers ABN Amro Hoare 
Goveti trimmed his forecasts to 
£110m from £123m, and has 
pencilled in £130m for the year 
to June 1997, from £160m. 

Since the latest BSE scare 
broke in March, shares in Dal- 
gety have slipped from 438p, 
though they dosed a penny 
higher yesterday at 375p. 

Share prices in other dairy 
and animal feed companies 
have also have been under 
pressure amid fears of a mass 
jslat^hter.otdahyqpwsiuttd a 
consumer backlash against beef 

Dalgety is the latest in the In- 
dustry to warn of the impact of 
the beef crisis. Last month 
sausage casing manufacturer 


Devro told its annual meeting 
the EU ban had led (o an em- 
bargo on £4.5 m worth of stock 
that used UK animal hides. 
The City is also braced for sim- 
ilarly cautious trading state- 
ments next week from two 
other industry leaders, North- 
ern Foods and Unigate. 

News of lower-than-expected 
profits from Dalgety came as 
British Agriculture Minister 
Douglas Hpgg launched a new 
plan to eradicate “mad cow” dis- 
ease in Britain and get the EU 
ban on UK beef lifted. 

The measures, presented to 
EU hum ministers yesterday, 
include a new commitment 
making it illegal for farmers to 
possess feedstuffs containing 
animal remains. 

British authorities also plan 
to recover all meal and bone 
meal, believed to be the mam 
scarce of infection of the fetal 
cattle brain disease, from feed 
mills and farms in June and July. 

And in response to pressure 
from its EU partners for mote 
drastic action to eradicate the 
disease, Britain is also intend- 
to extend its slaughter 
i to cattle born in a herd 
where BSE has been found. 


ing to 
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Plan to 
Ginger 
up ICA 


ROGER TRAPP 


In Brief 


Back on the attack: Douglas Hogg has launched a new 
initiative for the British beef industry 


Lloyd’s wants multi-million top-up for names 


PETER RODGERS 

Financial Editor 


The Lloyd’s insurance market 
said yesterday that it expected 
to top up its £3.1bn rescue 
package with special help for the 
hardest-hit names. 

Lloyd’s agents are in negoti- 
ations lo increase the £20Om 


they have pledged to the rescue 
fund by tens of millions. The ex- 


tra money will pay the equiva- 
lent of a pension to impover- 
ished members who have no 
hope of meeting their debts. 

The Society of Names said it 
expected the arrangement to 
bring the income of the worst 
affected to the level they would 
have received under the former 
Lloyd’s hardship fund, of 
around £1 1,000 a year for sin- 
gle people and £17,500 for cou- 


ples, net of tax. But Lloyd's 
poured cold water on reports 
that the agents are to con- 
tribute an extra £100m to the 
rescue, saying this figure was 
“highly speculative." 

Lloyd’s said that it recognised 
that those in special difficulty in- 
cluding the aged would need 
continuing support It was in 
“active discussions" with the 
agents about increasing the 


£20Qm but no figure would be 
given until the discussions were 
concluded. 

Tom Benyon, director of the 
Society of Names, said: “I am 
glad that now the promise made 


to me at Lloyd’s AGM on 24 
jyPet 


May 1994 by Peter Middleton, 
then Lloyd’s chief executive, 
that busted names' income 
would be protected is at last be- 
ing fulfilled.” 


He added: “This move is fi- 
nal proof that names were right 
to rejecl the last settlement of- 
fer. A period of silence is now 
called for from all those who 
recommended acceptance.” 

The Lloyd’s Names Associa- 
tion Working Party said: "Many 
names would not have believed 
so much could be achieved, es- 
pecially when they were told re- 
cently that the well was dry." 


The Institute of Chartered Ac- 
countants today faces a chal- 
lenge to the wav it runs itself 
from a group campaigning to 
make it more democratic. 

The Ginger Group, led by ac- 
countancy college chief Jeff 
Wooller. wants the institute's 
president and other officers to 
be elected hy all 109.000 mem- 
bers of the body rather than just 
the 70 members of the council, 
as at present. 

Mr Wooller's motion to to- 
day's annual meeting is unlikely 
to prevent deputy president 
Brian Currie being confirmed 
as the next president of the in- 
stitute. But the move marks the 
latest stage in a campaign to 
make the professional bodies 
more open. 

Earlier this year, the Char- 
tered Association of Certified 
Accountants saw off a similar 
challenge from a group of re- 
formers led by accountancy 
academic Prem Sikka, while 
the Law Society - baring avoid- 
ed contested elections for many 
years - faces its second con- 
secutive acrimonious poll bat- 
tle later this year. 

Mr Wooller says his group 
was galvanised by last year's at- 
tempt by the institute's leader- 
ship to push through a merger 
with the Chartered Institute of 
Management Accountants. Al- 
though the proposed link-up 
was shelved after a majority of 
ICA members voted against it. 
the group has derided to step 
up the pressure for a greater say 
in its running. 


* Brazil could be on the verge of u Mericon-stvle crisis, a respected 
US economist ami former adviser lo President Bill Clinton warned 
yesterday. The warning shook the financial markets as Rudiger 
Dombusch. an economics professor at the Massachusetts Institute 
nf Technology, warned about the end- 19^4 Mexican crisis 
months in advance. Professor Dombusch said Brazil should not 
be keeping interest rates at more than 2U per cent to keep its cur- 
rency artificially high. Although the policy has slowed inflation 
to about 20 per cent from 2.51X1 per cent in 1*W3. there was a risk 
of a currency collapse. Instead, tne Brazilian government should 
slash its deficit. Bailing out Mexico cost ihc'imemaiional com- 
munity S5Hbn (£32bn). The dollar fell briefly yesterday in reac- 
tion to Professor Dombusch’s remarks. 


* The leading indicator for the US economy rose in .April and 
was revised up for March. The 0.3 per cent increase was bigger 
than expected, and the thud successive rise. Separate figures 
showed a surprise 1.4 per cent jump in construction spending in 
April. However, manufacturing activity in the US dipped in May 
according to the National Association of Purchasing Management 
Its activity index dipped to 49.3 from 50.1 in April, although it 
remained above its average for the previous six months. Output 
increased but orders and employment declined in the month. 


• Whitbread has asked David Lloyd to clarify his position fol- 
lowing weekend press reports that he was seeking to regain man- 


agement control of David Lloyd Leisure, the tennis and fitness 
rfor; 


dub business he sold last year for £200m to the brewingand food 


retailing group. Mr Lloyd, according to the reports, is unhappy 

I of the leisure business fol- 


about not having day-to-day contro 

lowing the appointment by ’Whitbread of a three-man manage- 
ment team, headed by Steve Philpot. A spokesman for Mr Lloyd 
said he hoped to have a meeting as soon as possible with Peter 
Jarris, chief executive of Whitbread. 


• Unigate Group is selling the Black-eyed pea part of its US restau- 
rant business to DenAmcrica for £42m cash. The sale of the 100 
restaurants, however, will result in a exceptional toss of £59.5m. 
which includes a £3822m of goodwill previously written off. 


• Racal Electronics has been awarded a landmark telecommu- 
nications. contract by HM Prison Service Agency worth in excess 
of £9m over the next seven years. This is the first FT contract to 
be awarded by the Prison Service under the Private Finance Ini- 
tiative ( PFI) programme, and the order includes the installation 
of telecommunications equipment and the management of voice 
services in up to 2D prisons in England and Whies. 


• Small firms are more likeiv to grow fast if their owners are young, 
hav e professional qualifications, own several different businesses 
or work with others lo run their businesses, white formal mar- 
ket research is the most successful management strategy, according 
to a study published today by the Northern Ireland Economic 
Research Centre. The besi firms grew by more than IDO per cent 
over a four-year period to 1990, with the best performance com- 
ing from firms in Northern Ireland and Wearside. 




2 FOR 1 ODEON CINEMA TICKET 


OFFER WITH THE 



THE INDEPENDENT 


T o celebrate 100 years of 
British cinema we have 
linked up with Odeon 
Cinemas to offer all readers 
two tickets for the price of one 
at participating Odeon Cine- 
mas throughout the UK- 
Among the films showing next 
week are Primal Fear. From 
Dusk Till Dawn, Mr Holland s 
Opus, Muppet treasure 
Island. Spy Hard, The Bird- 
cage. Copycat, ThingsTo Do In 
Denver When You’re Dead, 
Toy Story. Executive Decision 
and more. 


another. To find out where 
your local Odeon Cinema is 
simply call Talking Pages on 

0800 600900. 


How to Qualify 

The offer is valid from yester- 
day to Thursday 13 June 1 996. 
Simply collect three 
differently numbered tokens 
from the twelve we will be 

printing in The Independent 

and the Independent on 
Sunday. Token 4 is prin ted to- 
day; Token 5 will be printed in 
The Independent tomorrow- 
Attach them to the voucher 
l which was printed yesterday 
flf and and again on Thursday 6, 
I Sunday 9 and Wednesday 12 
June. Then take the voucher 
to a participating Odeon Cin- 
ema to qualify for your free er* 1 ” 
etna ticket when you purchase 


Lit W-'" 


Copycat (certificate 18), star- 
ring Signoumey Weaver and 
Holly Hunter, is a classic sus- 
pense thriller about a race 
against lime to find and stop 

an obsessed serial killer on the 

loose in San Francisco. 

From Dusk TUI Dawn (cer- 
tificate 18), tells the story of the 
notorious Gecko Brothers 
(George Cooney & Quentin 
Tarantino), two of America s 
most dangerous criminals, who 

are on the run from the Tfexas 

police and the FBI after a 
crime spree through the 
Southwest- Also starring are 
Harvey Keitel and Juliette 

Lewis. _ , . 

In Moppet Treasure Island 

(certificate 10, the Muppete 
are back and ready to castoff 
and set sail on their ume* 
adventure ever, “they 
encounter pirates, buried 
treasure and some angry 
warthogs, in *W l 

Pictures’ all-new, five-action, 
musical feature. 

SdT Hb«! (certificate PG), 

^LesUeNielseoasAg.D. 


WD-40, a.ta. Steele - Dick 
Steele in a comedy of high-volt- 
age adventure, high-tech gad- 
getiy and lowbrow humour. 
In Tby Story (certificate PG), 
six year old Andy’s toys have 
a life of their own when left 
alone. Led by Andy’s favourite 
toy Woody, the fearless pull- 
string txmtocy dofl, the tqys five 
a quiet life of dedication to 
their master. AD this is thrown 
into jeopardy on Andy’s birth- 
day, the most dreaded day in 
the life of a tqy, when the fear 
of being replaced by another 
toy can become a reality. 
Primal Fear (certificate IS), 
stars Richard Gere as the 
arrogant and successful crim- 
inal defence 

attorney Martin He loves 

a good fight and the media 
spotlight, both of which he 
knowingly invites when he 
volunteers to represent a 

young man accused of murder. 
The victim is one of Chicago’s 
most prominent dignitaries, 
and the defendant's guilt 
seems as evident as the blood 
found qriattered on his dothes. 
However Afcil does not concern 
himself with questions of guilt 
or innocence, all he cares 
about is winning- 
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Terms and Comfitlons 

1. The ‘free - ticket may unit- hjvc a val- 
ue equal to. m lev- than, the jxurchacoi 
ticket l Le. the purchase of a child's tick- 
et will not entitle an adult to free ad- 
mission). 

2. The voucher is only valid fur admis- 
sion to any film shoninn at Odeon Cin- 
emas between 3 June - 13 June l | N6, 

\ The voucher is only valid when three 
differently numbered tokens ore at- 
tached from The Independent or the In- 
dependent on Sunday, 

4. This offer may noi he used in con- 
junction with any other offer or discount. 

5. Ode< in ■Mandaid terms aol cvmdiuom 
of purchase apply. 

o. The voucher may not K Used lor tek-« 
phone bookings and does not pftt: the 
bolder preference mi other customers. 
7. Odeon Cinemas reserv e ihc right to 
refuse admission. 

S. This offer docs nw apply uv the Odeon 
Leicester Square and MeeanuK.andlhc 
Odeon West End. 

9. Photocopies of tokens are nw ac- 
ceptable. 
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Stakis gambles on its machines 

The Investment Column 


The stock market's renewed love affair 
with hotels in the wake of Granada's 
takeover of Iforte should have done no 
harm to Stakis, the Glasgow-based 
leisure group. Indeed, after marking 
time for two years, the shares have out- 
performed the rest of the market by 29 
per cent since the start of 1996, even 
after yesterday’s 3p fail to lOSp. 

But paradoxically, that leap had 
more to do with the prospects for the 
group's casinos arm, which had a 
turgid 1995, rather than hotels, whose 
sparkling performance helped to res- 
cue last year's figures. Pre-tax profits 
just inched ahead 4 per cent to £12m 
in the half-year to March, restrained by 
the gaining division. Stakis has been 
warning of problems there for some 
time, so, while disappointing, the profits 
slide from £6. 46m to £5.05m came as 
little surprise. After an exceptionally 
good end to 1994. the punters appear 
to have gone to sleep for most of 1995, 
distracted in part perhaps by National 
Lottery scratch cards. But the group 
also seems to have taken its eye off the 
ball a little, with a £2m hoist m branch 
costs taking a chunk out of profits. 

Things have started to pick up since 
January, while Stakis has shown its de- 
termination to address the problems 
with Jim McCarvill, managing director 
of casinos, being dropped on Friday. 
The real bonanza will come, however, 
if the gaming machine proposals in the 
Government's green paper on dereg- 
ulating the industry show any sign of 
becoming law. That could see the cur- 
rent limit of six slot-machines per out- 
let becoming one or two per table. The 
result could be an uplift of as much as 
50 per cent to the profits of the busi- 
ness or anything between £4m and £6m. 

Meanwhile: hotels are tanking ahead, 
with profits jumping from £13m to £17m 
in the latest half year. On the back of 
the current buoyancy in the market, the 
group is enjoying the virtuous circle of 
more bedrooms. Higher occupancy 
and an increase in average room rates. 
The sum of those ports raised the yield 
per room by 13 per cent to £3161. At 
these levels, every extra point on the 
occupancy level, now 71 per cent, or 
pound on room rates pretty well falls 
through to the bottom line in the ho- 
tels division, which has the more pros- 
perous second half to look forward to. 

Stakis has achieved that rare feat of 
moving from recovery to growth with- 
out hiccup under chief executive David 
Michels. Despite the group's relative 
financial strength, he is moving with 
commendable caution in expanding the 
group, ruling out any acquisition of the 
Queens Moat assets currently up for 
sale. The expansion of the health 
clubs side through last month's £20m 


EDITED BY MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Living Weil acquisition could prove 
an interesting higher growth area. 

But a forward multiple of 17, based 
on profits of £31m this year, suggests 
the shares are up with events. Hold. 

Whitecroft falls 
on warning 

Whitecroft a mini-conglomerate span- 
ning lighting, doors and medical cot- 
tom has been revitalised since 1992 
under the direction of new management 
led by chief executive Mike Der- 
byshire. After a classic kitchen sinkjob 
in 1993. when massive provisions sent 
the group to £41.8m loss, profits have 
recovered sharply. However, the mar- 
ket was keener to focus on what it saw 
yesterday as a profits warning than news 
of an IS per cent rise in underlying prof- 
its to to £8.08m in the year to March. 
(The reported figures were distorted 
by a £5.9 lm property-related profit last 
time.) The shares duly slid I2p to 212p. 

Hie continuing deterioration in the 


comnKraaloonsmictionnjaiketizieaiit 
both the lighting and building products 
divisions were having to combat low- 
er levels of activity and price deflation, 
the company warned. But Mr Der- 
byshire reckons the market has over- 
reacted. The company managed to 
shrug off the malaise to produce 
strong second-half figures, he said, and 
still ended the year with order books 
20 per cent ahead. 

Certainly the current year should be 
boosted by a full-years contribution 
from Chalmers & Mitchell, acquired 
for £4.75m in November. The Glasgow- 
based company has given Whitecroft 
1 market leadership in so-called haz- 
ardous lighting - equipment used on 
oO rigs and in chemical plants, for in- 
stance - to add to its strong market po- 
rtions elsewhere. The lighting divisKm, 
the second biggest in the commercial 
market behind TLG, raised profits last 
year by 63 percent to £6-21ni last year. 

The Leaderflush doors business, 
the other area affected by the con- 
struction market, also did well to lift 
profits by a tenth to £13 im. But, giv- 
en that in total between a fifth and a 


quarter of group profits are exposed 
to construction, the market is probably 
right to be a little cautious over short- 
term prospects. Further out, the £7-3m 
being spent on Edward Hall, which 
leads the European market in medical 
cotton fibre, should drive future 
growth and there may yet be recovery 
in the construction market. 

With profit forecasts downgraded to 
around £8_5m. the shares stand on a 


Azlan offers a 
high-tech lesson 


Matat value: £525m, share price 1Q8p 


Trading record 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1995 

. ' 1996 

1 L.H ■ -- 

Turnover (£m) 

139 

146 

173 

i — ; — 

626 

1ST TwiT 

95.8 

Pre-tax profits (&n) 

9.37 

.202.- 

25.8 

11. 5 

• 12J} ' 

Earnings per store (panes) 

236 

427 

4.93 

221 

238 

Dfridends per stare (pence) 

0.97 

1.55 

1.75 

0.75 

0.95 ■ 


Gearing (%) 

60 







Share price pence 

120 — : — — 



91 92 93 - ' .94 '- -95 96- 




In its short life on the stock market, 
Azlan, a computer networking prod- 
ucts distributor, has provided an A-Z 
of the risks and rewards of investing 
in hi-tech companies. Floated at 230p 
on a fancy multiple two-and-a-hau 
years ago, the shares soon slid to a low 
of llSp after a profits warning Jed to 
David Randall, then managing direc- 
tor, being relieved of all executive du- 
ties. Into his shoes stepped Christian 
Martin, the former finance director. A 
focus on fewer suppliers, further 
expansion into Europe and a series of 
distribution deals with industry power- 
houses such as IBM and Netscape have 
transformed Azlan 's fortunes. 

Yesterday, the sharesjumped 26p to 
a new high of 665p after the group post- 
ed a 169 per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to £10.5m on sales more than doubled 
at £196 5m. Stripping out first-time con- 
tributions from Italian, Dutch and 
Scandinavian acquisitions bought dur- 
ing the year, underlying turnover 
growth was still 90 per cent, while Uke- 
for-like profits grew by 145 per cent 

’Technological change, not least the 
Internet, is driving this phenomenal ex- 
pansion. Networking - enabling cor- 
porate computer users to operate 
more effectively - is the fastest grow- 
ing information technology market 
after personal computers. According 
to analysts Dataquest, the market in 
Europe alone is expected to grow from 
$65bn to $8.6bu within two years. 
Arlan benefits because the market is 
so fragmented - a manufacturer alone 
cannot get a new product out to the 
tens of thousands of potential cus- 
tomers and dealers within its six to nine 
month shelf life. 

Further progress is likely if Azlan can 
keep a tight hold on inventories, hold 
gross margins near the current 24per 
. cent and avoid fouling up on the Con- 
.tinenL House broker SBC Warburg 
looks for pre-taxprofits af£15-5m, im- 
plying a p/e in the high teens. The pre- 
mium rating is deserved. 


Tesco hogs the limelight 
by proving pigs can fly 


City Diary 


John Willcock 


Staff at the Bank of England 
can testify that pigs do fly - if 
only six feet above the 
ground. Tfesco heralded its 
plunge into financial services 
with a 25-foot inflatable pig- 
gy bank tethered outside the 
Bank in Threadneedle 
Street 

The people at Nat West - 
who are in effect running the 
Qubcard Plus initiative - 
diplomatically got permission 
from tbe powers that be in 
the Bank before the porker 
was inflated. 

This is only the start for a 
nationwide “Hog Tbur" of all 
Tfesco's 545 stores for the 
piggy bank, starting with the 
group’s Cbesbunt, Hertford- 
shire head office today. For 
those of a certain age it 
brings back memories of 
Pink Floyd's first Lour featur- 
ing the “Wall” album, during 
which the band tethered a 
similar inflatable pig over its 
gigs. “Ours is a cuddly pig,” a 
Tesco’s spokeswoman points 
ouL “The Fink Floyd one 
was a bit ferocious.” 

The City is in the grip of 
Euro *96 fever. This week 
the Save the Children's Hu- 
man Table Football tourna- 
ment will feature over 50 
City teams battling it out for 
Supremacy in the Broadgate 
Arena. 

The games will be blown- 
up versions of the pub game 
of table football, but with 
people taking the part of the 
rotating plastic players. Later 
in the month teams from the 
London insurance market 
are taking part in a seven-a- 
side tournament, “1996 Eu- 
ropean (football Challenge", 

solicitors Paisner & Co!^ie 
teams have yet to be fi- 
nalised, but should indude 
insurers Munich RE (for 
Germany), Scot UK 
(France), Assitalia (Italy) 
and Lloyds syndicate man- 
agers Brockbank (England). 

Stakis chief executive David 



New targets: Thames TV is finally cutting its roots with the 
Teddington Lock TV studios in west London. Parent Pearson 
is dose to selling die site and is moving all its UK television 
operation* to an empty office block just north of Oxford 
Street, on Tottenham Court Road. 

Thames, maker of such classic series as The Sneeney 
(above) Grundy. ACI and Select will all move to central Lon- 
don as soon as the Ifeddingtion deal is signed. Sources say 
that there are a dozen parties interested in buying the site, 
four or five of whom would keep Tfeddington as a television 
production centre. 


Michels has been comforting 
himself with one piece of 
good news, despite the hotels 
and casinos group's less than 
brilliant results. Under the 
Home Office's proposals for 
casino deregulation, Dracon- 
ian bans on any form of ad- 
vertising by gambling halls 
will be eased - slightly. 

At the moment casinos are 
not even allowed to list 
themselves in phone books, 
let alone advertise in news- 
papers. The consultation 
document on deregulation 
recommends that casinos 
should henceforward be list- 
ed in phone books, in-flight 
magazines and hotel rooms. 
This may be pretty minimal, 
Mr Michels admits, but at 
least it’s a start. As he says, 
“It's difficult to run a busi- 
ness your customers are not 
allowed to find.” 

The United States has always 


prided itself on championing 
freedom of speech, but it 
takes a pretty dim view of 
the financi af probity of jour- 
nalists if its latest visa re- 
quirements are anything io 
goby. 

According to the United 
States embassy in London, 
journalists wanting to apply 
for a visa to visit the US 
must pay a fee first: “You 
should take the enclosed 
paying-in slip to the nearest 
Barclays Bank and pay the 
fee IN CASH.' 1 Cripes. they 
must have had a few dud 
cheques in the past. 

To have a reasonable chance 
of winning a share of the lot- 
tery jackpot over 60 years of 
playing you should buy 1.000 
tickets a week according to 
John Haigh. a Reader in 
maths and statistics at the i 
University of Sussex, in a re- 
cent article for RSS News. 


Scholl rebels hail 
new appointment 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Julian Treger, leader of the 
rebel shareholders at Scholl, 
makers of the famous sandals, 
yesterday declared victory in his 
battle with the board after the 
appointment of Smart Wallis, 
the former chief executive of 
Fisons. as the new chairman- 
elect. Mr Wallis will replace 
Gordon Stevens, the present in- 
cumbent. in July. 

Since September, Mr Treger 
and his colleague Brian Myer- 
son have with JO Hambro and 
Partners, a small investment 
bank, been orchestrating a cam- 
paign against the board under 
the leadership of the 70-year old 
Mr Slevcns. 

Tom Long, a non-executive 
director since 1991. also yes- 
terday announced his resigna- 
tion, apparently because he 
was unable to agree to the 
terms proposed for the new 
chairman. 

Mr Willis is to receive a ba- 
sic, nan-pensionable salary of 
£100,000 and will participate in 
an incentive scheme which will 
give him up to £lm if the com- 
pany's share price performance 
matches the upper quartiie of 
the FT-SE 250 index over the 
next two years. Mr Wallis was 
widely credited with turning 
round Fisons after a series of 
disasters under previous man- 
agement. before selling out to 
Rhone-Foulenc Rorer last year 
for £l.Sbn and nearly tripling 
the share price. 


Mr Treger said: “We are just 
very happy that after a month 
of prevarication the board of 
Scboll has bowed to the wish- 
es of a majority of sharehold- 
ers. We believe this is a victory 
for shareholder pressure in the 
UK and are very pleased that 
someone of [Mr Wallis's] cali- 
bre is coming on board.” 

Mr Wallis said he had been 
approached by the rebel group 
six to eight weeks ago, but had 
had very little contact with 
them since. He had made dear 
he would not take up the job 
without agreement to two con- 
ditions. “Firstly, unless it was un- 
derstood that I wouldn’t favour 
them above any others and sec- 
ondly that a majority of the com- 
pany's shareholders had to be 
quite dear that wanted me. It 
rapidly became quite dear that 
that was the case.” 

He refused to elaborate on 
any plans for the business be- 
fore embarking on a world tour 
of the operations over the next 
four the six weeks in the com- 
pany of Colin Brown, chief ex- 
ecutive. “Obviously I have got 
one or two ideas, but I don’t 
want to formulate those from 
outside until I have been 
around and seen one or two 
businesses from inside.'’ 

He suggested there were un- 
likely to be any further board 
changes. Since leaving Fisons, 
Mr Wallis has taken on the 
chairmanship of LLP, owners of 
Lloyds of London Press, and 
Sheffield Forgetn asters. 



underlines City love affair 
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PATRICK TOOHER 

The City’s growing love affair 
with top football clubs was un- 
derlined yesterday when a 
media company backed by sev- 
eral leading investors said it was 
in talks to buy Leeds United, 
and shares in two other leading 
Premiership sides soared on the 
prospect of greatly enhanced 
revenues from digital televi- 
sion. 

Shares in Caspian Group 
were suspended after the com- 
pany said it was in discussions 
that could lead to it acquiring 
a controlling stake in Leeds 
United. Caspian is owned by 
leading investment groups in- 
cluding Sduoders, Mercury As- 
set Management, London and 
Manchester, and Guardian 
Royal Exchange. 

Chris Akers, (he former Swiss 
Bank corporate financier and 
Caspian chairman, was under- 
stood to be in Leeds yesterday 
to finalise the terms of a deal 
that would see the group pay 
£10m for a 65 per cent stake in 
the club owned by Bill Fother- 
by, Leeds chairman, and Eric 
Silver, his predecessor. 

Caspian is also said to be keen 
to take on the club's £10m 
debt. It would fund the deal 
through a placing of shares 
with institutions. 

Buying Leeds United would 
more than double the size of 
Caspian and represent the first 
step in transforming it from a 
television production and ani- 
mation company into a large 
sports and leisure group. 

News of the takeover ap- 
proach for Leeds came as 
shares in Manchester United 
and Tottenham Hotspur hit 



Bidders line up: Bland Road stadium, Leeds United’s home ground 


record highs after a report in 
Saturday’s Independent said the 
Premier League’s 20 clubs 
could share in a pay-per-view 
television bonanza worth up to 
£25bn a season. Shares in Man- 
chester United climbed 35p to 
400p, while Tottenham Hot- 
spur soared 51p to 429p. 

The confidential report from 
polling firm Harris has en- 
couraged top teams to hold out 
for a far more lucrative deal 
when the broadcast rights to 
live Premier League football 
matches from 1997 are dis- 
cussed at a key meeting of club 


chairmen in Coventry later this 
week. The current contract is 
heldby BSkyB. 

Based on a sample of 4,000 
viewers from around the coun- 
try, Harris found that League 
and FA Cup winners Man- 
chester United could earn up to 
£382m a season if all matches 
were transmitted at various 
times of the day at £10 a time. 
Next would come Liverpool 
and Arsenal, who would receive 
£33 9m and £19Qm respectively, 
followed by Leeds (£162m) and 
Ibttenham cm (£121m). 

These figures dwarf the £60m 


the League as a whole received 
from all television deals last sea- 
son and are fuelling renewed in- 
terest in football dubs as serious 
investments. 

Two other potential bidders 
have already emerged for 
Leeds: Paul Sykes, a local busi- 
nessman, and Bany Rubeiy, co- 
owner of Pace, the satellite 
decoder machine company 
about to be listed on the stock 
market Both are regulars at 
Leeds’ Ell and Road ground. 

QPR, relegated from the 
Premier League last' season, is 
also up for sale. 


Tunnel shares break through £1 level 


PETER RODGERS 

Eurotunnel shares went back 
through lOOp yesterday for the 
first time since September, 
when the company suspended 
payment of interest on more 
than £8bn of debt 

The shares closed 11 Jp 
higher at 105 -5p, after rumours 
that the planned debt for equity 
conversion would be less harsh 
towards shareholders than first 
feared. 

The move came after a for- 
mal confirmation by Euro- 
tunnel thar Sir Alastair Morton, 
the co-chairman, is not standing 


down at the annual meeting but 

will continue in office until the 
debt question is resolved. 

There had been pressure 
from some banks, including 
NatWesL to force Sir Alastair 
out at the annual meeting. 

Reflecting tbe fact that 75 per 
cent of Eurotunnel’s share- 
holders are now French, Patrick 
Ponsolle, Sir Alastair’s French 
opposite number, wfi] become 
tite sole executive co-chairman 
after Sir Alastair retires. 

Eurotunnel is to appoint an- 
other British co-chairman to re- 
place Sir Alastair when he does 
leave, but he will be a part-time 


nan-executive. The announce- 
ment made clear that Sir Alas- 
tair was staying on for the time 
being at the request of the Eu- 
rotunnel board. 

Two directors, Graham Cor- 
bett, the British finance direc- 
tor, and Berbard Thioion, are 
to retire at the AGM. 

Additional factors cited for 
the rise in the share price, 
which has been steadily recov- 
ering since its low of 63p on 3 
April, included Earo tunnel’s 
initiative in renewing the price 
war lost week against ferry op- 
erators and comments by Mr 
Ponsolle that it was not 


un re a l istic to expect an agree- 
ment with the banks in time for 
the annual meeting on 27 June. 

A company spokeswoman in 
Paris said: “Today there is no 
more news than yesterday. We 
are looking at the rise and we 
say to each other that there is 
no real explanation for it When 
we say that a deal is not unre- 
alistic, that doesn't say that 
there is necessarily going to be 
a deal before June 27.” 

A stock market trader said: 
“There are a lot of buying or- 
ders from Japanese institutions 
on rumours about a debt re- 
structuring.” 


In Brief 


• Hambros Insurance Services raised profits 3S per cent to £11. 1 m 
last year. The loss adjusting business quadrupled profits to £3.7m 
on turnover up 21 per cent to £46m, helped by an increase in claims 
- as a result of Caribbean hurricanes and subsidence and other 
weather-related claims in the UK. 

• Allied London Properties has bought the 177.000 sq ft Princess 
Square Shopping Centre in Bracknall from Abbey Life Assur- 
ance for£32m. Gross annual rental income from the fully let cen- 
tre, which was built in 1984, b currently £2.64m. Allied intends 
to further develop the centre on adjoining land. 

• Austin Reed has appointed Geoff Gibson finance director with 
effect from 1 A ug u st. He joins from the management consultancy 
services division of Coopers & Lybrand. Austin Reed also an- 
nounced the appointment of Colin Houlihan as managing director 
of the manufacturing division, with effect from 17 June. He was 
previously managing director of Amdega, part of Williams 
Holdings. 

• FKI has agreed to acquire Wright Products, a US maker of 
storm and screen door hardware, for S39_2m (£25m) cash. In 1995, 
Wright Products had sales of $50.9ra and made operating profits 


• Wadkin, the maker of woodworking machineiy, has been ac- 
quired by a buy-in team headed by Alan Lott and Barrie Jones 
for more than £10m. Wtdkin has 300 employees and has annual 
turnover of £22 .5m. The deal was arranged by Prudential Ven- 
ture Managers. 


• SmithKHne Beecham is buying Italmex, a Colombian phar- 
maceutical company, for an undisclosed sum. Italmex, a privatf” v 
owned business established in the 1960s, had sales of S19m fast 
year. Its leading product is Dolex, a paracetamol analgesic. 

• Avis Europe, the car rental group that operates in 2,700 lo- 
cations in 88 countries, increased turnover by 19.2 per cent to 
£477 ,4m and operating profits by 41.9 per cent to £83.7m in the 
year to 29 February. The company is owned by three shareholders 
- DTeteren of Belgium, General Motoros and Avis of the US. 

• Magnum Power announced that finance director lan Irvin 

will be resigning from the board at the annual general meeting 
on 26 July. * 

• Adwest Group is paying £29.25 m cash for Rearsby Group, a 
supplier of driver control products in the UK automotive industry 
In 1995, Rearsby reported sales of £27m and operating profits 
of £2m. 

• Scottish Pride Holdings said it had received an approach on 
behalf of Robert Wiseman Dairies which may lead to a takeover 
offer. Scottish Pride’s shares climbed 13p to 61p, valuing the com- 
pany at almost £20m. 

• Wrinbomes said it bad folly resolved the problems of its North- 
ern subsidiary, where claims of fraud claimed the job of chief exec- 
utive Ronald Smith earlier this year. Greater focus on control ol 
selling prices, costs and the use of capital would bring benefits 
this year, the group said. Profits dived from £lOm to £2.08m in 
the year to March, but the annual dividend is maintained at 4j5p. 
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Stowprtcs paw 



— 

market report/shares 

Expectation builds of three big ones in the pipeline ■MiTn'ind 


TTtestory running in the stock 
mar kf^ J s that three big take- 
^8 prepared 


— ~ v/ue win maie naiwp 

m the next few weeks. 

It has so far been a disap- 
pomtingyear for corporate 

action. Th*»rt. a 1 1 


_ * m,UYUjr UCiUIC UK 

looming election started to 
msettle sentiment. Bot with 
tne nobtable exception of util- 
ities the expected rush has 
barely been a trickle and even 
utilities have threatened more 
than they have delivered. 

With shares drifting aim- 
lessly and investors displaying; 
little enthusiasm jt not sur- 


in banking, engineering »nH 
food 

The two Scottish banks and 
Standard Chartered are re- 
garded as the most likely bank- 
ing victims. 

Royal Bank of Scotland has 

for long been seen as pre dato ry 

fodder and Rank of Scotland, 
with the Standard Life insur- 
ance giant looking to sell its 
323 per cent stake, is dearly 
vulnerable. 

Standard Chartered, the 
third name in the banking 
frame, enjoyed a famous es- 
cape 10 years ago when what 
is now Lloyds TSB launched a 

hostile bid. Its modest 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 




With a £4.9bn valuation there 
are not many suitable candi- 
dates. Unilever and a few US 
groups seems to be the most 
likely. The shares, off 2p at 
481p, have fallen from a 561p 
high. 

Lucas Industries, merging 
with \ferity of the US, is the en- 
gineer in the limelight. There 
is a feeling the Verity deal will 


was responsible for a near 5 
points phis which was wiped 
out by the 5.4 points repre- 
sented by dividend payments. 

Ladbroke, a perennial bid 
victim which continues to en- 
courage heavy trading, rose 
2_5p to 192p- 

It was not all happy dialling 
for BT with Oftel probing mo- 
bile telephones and increasing 


television riches they wO] at- 
tract. Manchester gained 35p 
to 400p and Spurs 51p to 429p. 
Caspian, seemingly the vehide 
to bring Leeds Utd to market, 
was suspended at 183p. 

The football excitement was 
also supported by the expect- 
ed spin-ofls from ibe European 
Cup and growing suspicions 
that some television groups 
could be tempted to buy a lead- 
ing club. Carlton Communi- 
cations, keen on getting a slice 

of the action, gained lip to 
49Sp. BSkyB was ruffled by 
thoughts of higher tares, falling 
33p to 446p. 

Newspapers feh the impact 


lowing suggestions that the 
arrival of Bill Harrison could 
hasten the flotation of its in- 
vestment arm. Whitbread 
dipped 5p to 724p, ruffled by 
the uncertainty surrounding 
David Lloyd, who runs the 
leisure centres. 

Eurotmuid jumped 113pto 
1 053p on hopes or refinancing 
progress and Camas, a build- 
ing materials group, added 
2 jp to &&5p following a US 

visit by analysts. 

Scottish Pride, a milk group, 
Qowul 13p toblpon takeover 
talks with Robot Wiseman, un- 
changed at lS3p. 

Scotia, the dregs business. 


Lptlp 1 continues to search 
for acquisitions following the 
sale of its packaging bust- 
ness. With £ 8 m burning a 
bole in Its corporate pocket it 
is braiding on its property op- 
erations which, with a half 
Share in a Scottish bouse- 
bufldee, represent most of its 
trading activities. It no doubt 
feels a need to extend its 
trading operations to make 
sure its share quote is pre- 
served. The price fell 7p to 
74p; it was 103p in December 
when ibe packaging business 
was sold. 

OTbe musical chairs con tin- 
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business 


More than fashion is driving the surge in sterling 


r pmst what investors do T not wbat 
X they say. In the last few days 
there has been a marked upsurge in 
the pound. 

For example, against the US dol- 
lar it has risen from around the SI -50 
level to nudge towards SI-55. While 
that may not seem not enough per- 
haps to make holidays m America 
seem much cheaper, it is enough to 
require some sort of explanation - 
particularly when you note that 
this is not a dollar-related phe- 
nomenon, but a rise across the 
board. 

In fact, if you take the trade- 
weighted index, sterling is at its high- 
est for more than a year. 

After languishing in the 82-S3 re- 
gion throughout the winter, it has 
suddenly shot up to above 86 (see 
left-hand graph). 

So what is the explanation, and 
what are the further implications, 
if any, that follow from that? 

The shift is very recent, so any ex- 
planation is going to be a rough-and- 
ready one, but it is evident and 
secure enough for there to be some- 
thing more than pure fashion as a 
driving force, though fashion, as ar- 
gued below, has played a part. It is 
perhaps mosr helpful to divide the 
drivers into three parts: economics, 
finance, and politics. 

Economics first. The main short- 
term impetus from economic factors 
usually comes through the impact 
of growth on interest rate differ- 
entials: higher-than-expected 

growth leading to higher-than-ex- 
pected short-term interests rates, 
which make the currency a more at- 
tractive place to park spare cash. 

There is not much of a shift of 
perception here, but there may be 
some marginal impact from recent 
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data. Last week the OECD revised 
down its UK growth forecast, but 
that reflects the flow of information 
in the first three months of the year 
rather than the most up-to-date 
data. Since March it has become 
more clear that the UK recovery will 
be sustained through this year by the 
consumer, something not yet evident 
in Germany or France. 

Money supply, consumer lending, 
house prices and so on all support 
the idea that there will be a UK 
mini-boom through the autumn, 
which should be pushing up base 
rates by the spring, if not before. By 
contrast, the first rise in German in- 
terest rates could be 18 months off. 

This is not a strong signal of 
growth, and it is based on an intu- 


Here is a government up to its old trick, 
trying to inflate its way to popularity 


itive reading of the figures rather 
than a conventional number- 
crunching one. 

Number-crunchers are still im- 
pressed by the lack of growth in 
manufacturing. But for anyone who 
wanted to buy sterling anyway, the 
economic data would give some ad- 
ditional comfort. 

Switch to financial factors. One 
of the principal reasons why po- 
tential investors might want to look 


try into the global market is much 
more important than the choice of 
the individual market. 

Nevertheless, within Europe 
there has been a shift of sentiment 
in recent months towards the “high- 
yielders”, the bond markets of the 
softer European currencies, on the 
grounds that if there is not much 
currency risk, why accept a yield of, 
say, 7 per cent, when you can get one 
of 9 per cent 


at sterling lies in its value. By that 
I do not mean its purchasing pow- 
er parity, though that - for the very 
long-term investor - is always a fur- 
ther comfort. Rather I mean the 
“value-for-money" available in 
financial assets. 

All major bond markets fallow 
pretty much the same profile in the 
sense that the big shifts in global 
bond prices are much more impor- 
tant than the relatively small shifts 
between prices in each of the ma- 
jor markets. You can see how close- 
ly UK gilts and German bunds 
have moved over the last year in the 
right-hand graph. 

Both have swung about, but the 
gap between the two has remained 
more or less constant. Timing of en- 


This has benefited the assets of 
countries on the periphery of Eu- 
rope: Nordic bonds, and Italian and 
Spanish o nes . In the ^sUe w aag 

bonds, which foil somewhat be- 
tween these high -yielders and the 
core bonds of Germany and France, 
have been neglected. 

Some of sterling's strength may 
be a reflection this change in the 
fashion of financial markets, and of 
course the more the pound does 
strengthen, the greater the return 
on sterling-assets for an overseas in- 
vestor. 

But to say there has been a shift 
of fashion in financial markets begs 
the question of why this should be. 
Here perhaps the best answer lies 
in politics, and in particular a reap- 
praisal of what might happen to UK 
markets under a change of govern- 
ment. 

The standard perception in the 
UK is that, cm balance, interest rates 
and inflation would be slightly high- 
er under a Labour government 
than a Tory one. 

It would follow that a change of 
government would be bad for ster- 
ling and bad for gilts. In the UK this 
view may still hold, but abroad 
perceptions may be different. 

The bull case for a Labour gov- 
ernment would have several ele- 
ments. One would be that, by 
European standards, a Labour gov- 
ernment would be more "normal” 
than the present Toty one. 

One does not need to make a 
judgement on the wisdom of the 
present government management of 
its relations with Europe to note that 
it is behaving in an unusual way. A 
Labour government would be eas- 
ier to understand. 


Sterling recovers 
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A second rational 


it for 


argument 
a bullish view would be Labour pol- 
icy on an independent Bank of 
England, where it has made a firm 
commitment. 

Overseas investors in UK bonds 
do not need to make judgements 


of England, other 
equal, the more likely the UK is to 
improve its relative inflationary 
performance. 

A third rational argument in 
favour of a change of government 
(again from the perspective of an 


Number-crunchers are still impressed 
by the lack of growth in manufacturing 


about trends in growth, efficiency, 
labour markets, enterprise or any of 
the other things which concern the 
UK business co mmuni ty. 

They are interested solely in the 
return on bonds, and this is main- 
ly determined by long-term infla- 
tionary prospects. 

The lower the inflation, the low- 
er the long-term interest rates and 
the higher the currency. 

The more independent the Bank 


overseas investor) lies in the way in 
which the present one seems to have 
stoked up a mini-boom this autumn. 
The lope, which may seem slightly 
convoluted, runs like this. Here is 
a British government up to its old 
tricks, trying to inflate its way into 


So a different government would 
not be any worse and mjgjht even be 
better for investors in-UK bonds. 
The very behaviour which has 


JFMAM 

prompted the weakness of the 
pound over the last few months in- 
creases the argument in favour of 
a change of government. 

Whether this revisionist view of 
financial markets under a possible 
Labour government is right or 
wrong is irrelevant; nor does if ri- 
ally matter that it is hardly a many 
stream perception. The fact that it 
is being articulated at all is inter- 
esting and new. 

Put these together and what 
emerges is by no means a strong 
“buy” signal for the pound. Few peo- 
ple are suggesting, yet, that the long- 
term post-war secular downtrend i n 
the pound is about to be reversed. 
(The case for that is much more 
complicated, relying on differential 
demography, pension liabilities, 
trends in competitiveness and so 
on.) Rather it is that, looking 
around the world, sterling at its pre- 
sent level docs not look loo bad a 
buy. 
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Money Market Rates 
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sport 


Piggott’s support 
steers Shaamit 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

When the jockeys turn up at Ep- 
som on Saturday for the Der- 
by one man above all others will 
be asked for his opinion on the 
race. He will be one of the few 
without a ride. 

Lester Keith Piggott no 
longer graces our racecourses, 
his bottom in the clouds, but 
come Derby time there is no fig- 
ure that punters and fellow 
riders would rather consult. In 
early June there are more pil- 
grimages to receive Piggoits 
knowledge at Newmarket than 
the oracle at Delphi ever used 
to attract. When Alan Munro 
won the 1991 Blue Riband on 
. Generous he partly dedicated 
his success to the Long Fellow, 
who had tutored him on the 
threats of Epsom Downs. 

Even when he was a fragile 
veteran way past his zenith this 
was always the race that showed 
Piggott in his pump. During the 
very late years he managed to 
manoeuvre bad horses into 
good posilions and helped them 
finish closer than they should 
have done. 

This vear Piggott, who is still 
a cavalier on the gallops, is in- 
volved with a horse which is as- 
suredly not bud. and probably 
quite outstanding if the old 
man's private thoughts have 
been reported correctly. The 
nine-times winner of the Clas- 
sic has had some saddle time 
this spring aboard Shaamit, 
who will be sent into engage- 
ment by Piggott 's son-in-law, 
Willie Haggas. 


For broad consumption, the 
Somerville Lodge trainer tells 
the world that Piggott has sat on 
the horse just once and has been 
mildly impressed by Shaamil's 
balance. Other sources will tell 
you that the former champion 
thinks the son of Mtoto is up to 
winning a Derby, even on his 
seasonal debut 

If Shaamit does win there will 
doubtlessly be those who sug- 
gest there should be further em- 
broidery to Epsom's Piggott 
Gates, which will be opened for 
the fiist time this afternoon. The 
great man will be depicted on 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Roman Reel 
(Brighton 4.30) 

NB: Robamaset 
(Pontefract 445) 

the barrier along with his Der- 
by successes, nine Coronation 
Cups and six Oaks winners. 

Piggott will be one of 60 
jockeys w’ho have ridden in a 
Derby celebrating at the race- 
course this evening. Others in- 
clude the Australian Ron 
Hutchinson and Buster Par- 
nell, who travels from Denmark 
to contribute his anecdotes. 

This gathering is part of 
much greater promotion for the 
Gassic this year in the wake of 
a dwindling profile. One prayer 
that has been answered is fora 
more eclectic Derby, a race that 
was in danger of becoming a pri- 
vate family sweepstakes be- 
tween the Makioums. "The 
people who are leading con- 
tenders for the race this year is 
a huge bonus." Edward Gille- 


spie, the director of racing at 
United Racecourses, said yes- 
terday. “We've got Paul Kclle- 
way, Mark Tompkins and the 
Piggott connection with Willie 
Haggas. There are maybe half 
a dozen horses who, if they win, 
people will say 'how wonderful'. 
There is a glow about the race." 

The early messages are en- 
couraging. The boat-like 
Queen's Stand is guaranteed to 
have people hanging from the 
gantries like passengers on the 
Titanic after the ice arrived in 
the bar. while bookings for the 
Gub enclosure are already SO 
per cent up on the final figure 
12 months ago. The great un- 
known is how many herds will 
come to the Serengeti that is the 
Hill, however. The jungle of 
competition Lhis weekend in- 
cludes European Champi- 
onship football. Test cricket 
and Grand Slam tennis. 

“It's a little nerve-wracking 
when you consider that 70 per 
cent of the people you want to 
turn up are out there and 
haven't contacted you yet," 
Gillespie said. “But I think 
there has been an appreciation 
of our efforts and the owners, 
trainers, riders and media 
seemed to have felt a respon- 
sibility towards our event." 

Despite this upbeat rallying 
call, Gillespie knows there are 
thunderbolts waiting if this 
year's Saturday Derby docs not 
work, the wolves who will insist 
the event moves back to its mid- 
week slot. “Here we are on the 
Monday before feeling quite en- 
thusiastic," he said. “You'd bet- 
ter call me next Monday to see 
how I reallv feel." 


BRIGHTON 


3 0-06511 REBEL COUNTTIT) (D)M Rea 3813 (5ed. 

4 503 CHMBtSS (HQ L Curran 38 12. 

5 6K1D4 PBBjOUS PLIGHT (51 (C D) W Mur 5 8 12. 


--TQttet3 

JUMal 


HYPERION 

Z30 Statpyork3J00 No Sympathy &30 CMnensis 
•LOO General Mouktar 430 Roman Reel 5 jOO Hb- 
magiemoment 530 Goratskl 


.XB-nmlapsT 
tnta(7)6 
.JQOMD4 


GOING: Kirov 

STALLS: Ini -t K tin If - nutate. remainder - insute 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Itttt numbT* l«M umt If X Cf 
■ h ft -tun!, 1 ' n'ldv, uiuhiLuinK and vharp. 

■rniiro-reEiirtiiwn Mlm* sMipi'tj. than mam i-i-ntri' BrtdU<«i 
MoUnn Ini Ijusl v-r\uv £r>im Umifcm. Mnonai .ADMISSION: 
'lull ill' i jmtmpaiurd im.tr- 1 1 ii Owl: T-mmolls S H: SS*w Kmc 
i I fine 1 1 pw cari CAR PARK: Free. 


6 6CE3V C0llEGENlGHTf5l C 4Q 2.._ 

7 600000 ISUOS 03 (d Mto6or88 2. 

-7dadared- 

BEnwe S-2 Omusta, 3-1 Babel Coarty. 4-1 Captoin'i Day. 6-1 Pv- 
Hon ntfrt. 7-lCoflafla NfM. lo-l Hata. 14-1 Sooty Ton 


AAA) LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
^1 £4300 added lm 4f 


414»1 PHNCE DANZXI (26) (CO) D Munat SmOi 5 9 13 

Daaa0TM(3}3 

251-010 RENOWN (35) I il Hmmjnn i 11 n Hritoi 4 


SIS 


CXANML 


0-50013 ITS1HEBUSHESS(S)SOo»4 9 7. 


-TQritaG V 


BUNKERED FtRSt TIME: The Botu-Twtrk KM M.U»1: AddJka 
Itori i l run 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Btbrl Cwurtj 1 1 »t 

mm at Irimi.T Tin-rtjj 

LUNG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Cantor* ■ 

trite* In. Ur. V Iteifii* fr*j.-n loiiiSUk- Ocu-liwI. Hie Bnttemick 

EMi turn l?'i imk-i to I; Kihi.-y from Hnnrhy. N Yniv Garrt- 

aM i T *ml J7H aulm In N TnWW from Laagton. N Turks. 


2 
3 

00-2303 GENERAL MOUKDUt (3) (CQ B Median 692 ... JR Hughes 5 

5 ID- 2026 GUEST M1UNCE (S3) (BH A Mom 4 8 9 Candy Monts 2 

6 34541X1 ACHU£Srca(tt)(D)CAkn5 712 JQrioilB 

-Bdadmd- 

BEmNG: 2-1 mow Vaunt, 9-4 irrtftabuteBii, ll-4GManl Houttar, 
6-1 Bano—. Ifrl (Treat HB—ca, « 1 Adriai llail 


nTorkl MOULSECOOMB MEDIAN AUCTION MAD- 
. .**1 EN STAKES (CLASS E) £4300 3Y0 6f 


1 C2-G4D6 BUIE SUEDE HOOra (151 BUttfJ 90 — JMTaMMltB 

: AlC-xp EXTRA HOW |42) IT W 90 .. WJOtmnf 

3 565 SDmnWKf49BHa90 ACUA3 

4 504 SIOCSUNDI6!CC^90 . .. . TQiWi5 

5 CrX 3 SRRDTBD (UMl (11) V Cftr-n: 90 JUhtfNBl 

CO- E3«iaOEI«DI2U>PMf'-i^-iS _ .. DB*x»6 

3-344 SOU SWH0NT |4Ci - c 9 .8 Hate [51 2 

BCTTWC: 9-1 SUtoyok. 114 Storey End. 3-1 Om Suede Hnoll. 5-1 
Sdo Symphony. 13-2 Extra How. 25-1 Stona bland. B6-1 EmMdered 


\A on I HOVE CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,450 added lm 2f 

1 235025 CunSACE(3G)(DBnusMREv8e»69UJ>Hantien8 

2 222401 B0WWREH. (26) [CWGI. Moore 59B S«MMafli7 

3 506412 ARABOWL (281 (C] R Sanproi 594 — S Droeoa (3] 9 B 

4 400060 CONSHHMHE DIMM (22) 4 Uaoe -1 8 11 

Candy Monti 6 

5 GARAWHKTES N Ba0b3£? 4 8 U _..WRyaa3 

6 201404 SUREY SECURE DO) (BF) M Cram® 3 8 11 Rffcrires5 

: 5KWG5 IRO SOCKS (151 M VV£jmaO' 3 8 7 AOaftl 

S 000-421 MUU HMNOeSE ill2) (0) S Gu3>i 3 8 5 MJ*e2 

0 WTtr- WNGMiriURM tones 380 — ._At Bahd 15) 4 B 

BETTING: 11-4 Romaa Red. 4-1 trafaoybB. 5-1 MMU FtaaddM. 6-1 
Coitaiaca, Smdey Saan, 7-1 On Sacha, 8-1 Vfin&mt. 14-1 otban 


3j00 


PEACEHAVEN APPRENTICES HANDICAP 
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CHM1MN5 CHOKE (13! 4 Mr.- 6 3 10. . K Ho|Mn (St 3 
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MNBAIBGHT{UJ(D)CSa.F'992 .. JHoeto 0MB IB) 9 

RMOOnZN HNCER |81 P ir^f 5 5 13 IIUn2 

P0MIEH 03) ID1 '.V; f. U/Ssc 4 6 1L - AUAemanS 
COURTWG NEWMMKET (291 (HI r. SavX"^ 5 5 13 . . 

_ RCody-B«ca«r(516 

N05TWXnff(5irCD)<3LVxr2 ;s:a .JConadypfB 

ASreHR(Ufli'D!: , .'5-a:?i5-- ■' CUmttmrJV 

THE BUTTDtWXX H> (251 P fznp. 35 5 RIRaaeAtB 

w c ia nr c om m w p d i nai : : \ jjt: y z si. . 

Racbaat Moody Ml 10 
umEGCNTan L4T45 5 4 .. TfiddU 

OSCAJOHS OFT 02*1 P 1 . ” JBoMay(5ll2 
0HNNG RANGE 111) \ 3.-. : 12 C Saxfcta U B 
-Udodarad- 

Petater, 4-1 CMabaf NcwnHat. 90 F iaBJ tle u Dancer, 
1 Fort Ken. 10-1 No Sjnvsiby. 12-1 otban 


lo OA l BRIGHTON MILE CHALLENGE TROPHY 
(HANDICAP) (CLASS D) £5500 added lm 
-3150-00 CAPTOrs DAT 112) ' Ws 4 9;’.. . Marti lyndl 5 

2 44JS12 900R1DBt(G)lCQ ■ U Pwi M 9 5 . — S Drama (31 2 


5J00 
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0-5C401 
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300 CW 
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BEVENDEAN MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5300 added 7f 

0.3705 CUSSV CHIEF (151 R Boss 3 8 LL RMtfml 


4>3 HSMAOCMOMENT (USA) (18) P Oactw-tom 3 8 11 _ 

- .JHMa(5)5 

3 4000-02 VEUErjOPSS(2fi)GCurtejcnes3911 smtwBK 

4 35 DIVM QUEST (291 H Geol 3 8 5 .WRym3 

5 4 B. OPERA (2631 P CM J 8^6 TQofea2 

BEIHNG: 64 Hn^wM, 3-1 □ Open, *1 DMm Qaort. 51 Oany 
Cbtaf. 8-1 1MMI Joan 


[e Qf\| KEMP TOWN HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
1 £4^00 added 3YD 5f 59yds 

1 C54-302 SHAH* PEARL 115) J tfrs 97 JIH^baiAB 

2 201422 OOHEnMl«l»i:<rrtie9 7 TQMaa2 

3 3600 WRAnE (17) 9 Varan 8 6 MTafabanl 

4 030500 BEEM (351 (D) 4 kjr.’>8 6 JTM3 V 

5 AIT5nqUESIKE(B1|D)5-.W>ar-,ri3 . ,JIHa^r(5)S 

0 r.KOJ MMGHT COOKE ilO) B An? 7 10 - Hbrtn Dfcryaar (51 7 
7 563WJ DOME OR BUST (131) 1 Nijicari* 7 10 _N Variey (3) S 

• 7dadand> 

Urmj" 0*2": 7sf frw fir dap DaM Qr SlS 'sf 7B 

BETTWIR 54 GontabL 84 Sharp tart, 6-1 Myatfewa SnBa. 10-1 IMn- 
Me Or But. 25-1 Beany. 33-1 Votaro, 50-1 MdMtbt CooMa 


RACING RESULTS 


HAMBLTON 

22» L BBT- EM J Am* C- i. 2. Bofcro 
: •; ’j.. X Antans 9-2 6 ran. 1. 3 • V -.& 
: r. -n. A.rr. TotK a S3. E 190. £1 rO 
T*-U rvnxan 14 CO torjtfti 'Stra.Ti' Fnv- 
CA- iTO 40. 

3.00: 1. THREE ARCH BRIDGE .i AvjwM 
.’-2 2. AlabanB 6-r.: 3. Penonbws :4- 

I 9 ran. 2: .. 2. :V V-xeian'. 

Tote: £4 10: ilB, ELT0. £? rO Cv-i Fen? 

I I ■ £S «J. CSF £12.02 ’r^.x-r. 42 

Trc. 150.40 rim Banner 

3JO: L. RAMBOLD Prm KfcW: 3 t 
2. CratRM Boy 3 1. 3. Penny Parties -5-L 
Gran. 9-4 bt CraesoC.-mcs iflm 3 .. 2- . 

CiV-r,. LoraouP' Tote £4 SO. £1 30. 
£ I 40 FJTCJ£i' £6.tl). U5F: £11.14 
4.00: L. SUNDAY MAR. TOO *N 
ie-1 2. Stand TaR 5 LX Panther 4-1.: 
:i. 12 ran. 4 ! 13. W.TKV.LNUoLnd-iiBi 
'■ ; .. vrsLft^ar., A.»’. Totetia 2D. 

U.:i; £T 70. £T.1C. CuilFcraasL IBl-SO. 
£<>1 04 iik^.V £385 65. 7"0. £75® 
4.30: 3. MANOV K FjU?ni etwvj fir.: 2. 
Islay Brown S- 1: 3. Flair Ctosor 7 2.4 ran. 

:: Heswrrr. r.wwn row £180. 
2 '-j fiSKM £5 SO CSF. £C 49. 

5XKh L WELSH MRL - 4 Cetane 7-4 to,- 
1 Phfcdat e- 1 . X Me Cbandieo 7-L B ran. 
Tr . c, ••.'r-. v RnckA . SJttjjr •. Tola: 12 7a 

£1 W. £4 - 1 ? Dr 4£. CSF: £11 50 

PMcopot 03 QumRicrt: £31.30 
PlAW 6: £40 u;, 5; . ,34 

LEICESTER 

2.15: 1 SCOTTISH PARK .S S4n*r:.i 7 
'- 2- Rtrtom To Brighton 2= 1. X Btock- 

■rto 4 ; 15 ran. ? : Sr. Nitn.ui 
' ' k Vron Mjnrrjs.. Tote £8.10. 


THE r\PEPE\DEM 
RACING SERVICES 

,0891 261 + 

imi'l JIM.'.I .'.I J .'a aunt Tt 



■— ra 1 .U 1 A.wra iwicioil 


£2 SO. £17.30. £1 70 Duji FijnKas 1 : 
L3ia60. CS7 £150.50 Tro L32L3>3 
iE,?rt wcr. doc! el £3 tC.fi 4 carefl for»,rj 
10 M/g fi j g 3 15tdA»>' 

2-45: L, BEWITCHING >S SonCer.' 14-1. 
2. Mtn IMHnd 11-4. X Weal HomMe 
3-1. 8 ran. 9-4 tr. Putiyo i4mt 1 .. 2-.. J 
Tow. Ne*tr . Tola: £92S3: £1.40, 
£3.60. P-jal FctrptKl £2210 iTomoifier 
StnuC 1 : Fascist £4921 

3.15: L H THE MONEY (F Lvntfi- 14-1. 
2. DaDy Sport GH 3 1: 3. Pip's Dream b 

1. 4. N o n le nah 7-L IS ran. 6 1 co lavs 
Sa?3nlo. Vnciarted lUm i?9i> £ 1ft extern 
PUyWn. ?h: tm. 1 .. 'R Hrflm-jiiMd. lHw 
LonCiom Tote £23.1D. £5.40. £2 70. 
£2 10. £1.20 Dual FtoocJ3£- £39 50. Com- 
puter SWiffa Forecnst £12191 Incau 
£906.50. Too £214 60 

3.45: 1. PARSA 1 P 3 : £ooar, 1 5- 1: 2. Sta- 
te 10-1: XBodby 3-1 tn; 4. Tart 12 1. 18 
ran. l' i. 0 Durt4g. ArurKteJ'. Tote 
110^0 £2.80. £4.60. £1.50. £4 00. Dua! 
Ftwcast £57 60 CSF 160.77 Incas: 
£17320. Tna £70.23 fur Rjnre*-. Bren- 
Uloe. Aflw a ^lewanis 1 it* 1 
nut 

4-15: L SHARP MONTY >L DeTUjni 8-1. 

2. Sound The Tniuyai 12-1' 3. Bee Doe 
Baal 14 1; 4. QUefs Lady 25- L 21 ran. 

7 2 fav kortucky 1 L iR HoltinsfwM. up- 
B«r lonCMni. Tote C 1 1 40. L3 03. £3. 20. 
£4 80. £12 70 Oja! Forecast £06.30. 
CSF: £112 64. Incest- £1.305.26 Tno 
£2,662.50 1 part nor. (XX> ijf £450.01 car- 
nM fBw*C ® ftsBBlfart 3.15 uia' Nan Run- 
ner A9rarais Ream. There njsno Mtetne 
wmner 

4^5: L COWRIE U RrU U-eftr.;2.Kn»- 
tem KR Xprao 4-1. 3. Venetian Soane 13 

8 5 ran. 2 2- (R John'On HoutfUtv:. 
CWcoa. Tote £2.90: £160. £2.50 DuaFunj- 
cjst Cr.eO. Computer Strai 311 Forecafi 
£7 93. 

5.15: 1. F0RE5T HCHSK1B iL OConl 20- 
1: 2. Questoata 4-5 far X Fancy HeUhtt 
20-1. 13 ran. j.i. - iMn J Coed. Nenmar 
kei-. Tote £22 70; £6.60. £3 10, £4.60 
DF- £35.00 CSF- £3829. Tno: £36.10 
Jackpot: nor v.pn cxki of £2.302.61 aimed 
Srvwra :o Pcnutac: today:. 

PtacopoC £1 £>48.90. QaadpoC £46.20. 
Places: £509.57. Race 5: £16464 

TtflRSK 

8.45: 3. CLARA BUSS lUTetDuO) 13-2. 
2. CantaaynoM 14-1, 3 . FM TracsabtRty 

11-2 10 ran. U-8 hw Bartc Pock {dm». 
I-.. 3 IB Elociuni. Tate £920; £2 00, 
U 30. £2.00 DF: £424 JO CSF- £87.68 
Tno. tj47 10 ipartten, pool tjl £9324 ear- 
ned fankv^ a tcrnjnan*. 


WINDSOR 

ajtfc JL NOEPHOB >5 Drennei 11-2. 2. 
EurobcaBoy 5-1: XBoMAlMN^L IS ran. 

10 3 fa. Cape Prison. 5. 2 iH HodfW'J. 
Dote £590. £1-80. LUO. LL7U DF. £96 0 
CSF: £3L06. Inu £18 40. Hon Runner Bbks 
TatMS. 

7.00: L MYCADEAUX ID Hamsom 10 
1: 2. MMer Joteon 12 -1. 3. Mm Mo Again 
5-L B ran. 7-2 fau Cjstlerrj ud. 2 ... • v 
iR Cues) Tote LIS. 40; £4 70. £3.50. 
a.50. DF £87.70 CSF- £10621. Tna 
£784Q. After a stewards' mqisy. the result 
«M. Tno: £78.40. 

■ Racegoers at Doncaster on 
Saluniay wciv vesterduy assured 
the> will not miss ihe Derby. Town 
Moor's giani screen wfl] show all 
Ihu acnm hom Epsom while an all- 
colour rjceoinl will contain the 
fields for both meetings. 

■ Richard Dunwoody goes to 
Germany today to ride Muity for 
Charlie Mann in the Badcncr 
Roulette Preis at Baden Baden. 
The former champion jump jock- 
ey's mount has won twice over hur- 
dles in Britain this term but was a 
beaten favourite at Ainlrcc last 
timeout. 

■ Hcver Golf Rose attemps to 
alone for a disappointing reap- 
pearance when she lines up for a 
listed sprint at Tahy in Sweden 
tonight. Paul Eddery's mount 
needs to leave behind her modest 
effort when she finished last in the 
Palace House Stakes at Newmar- 
ket Iasi month. The Joe Naughlon- 
trained man: finished third in this 
six-furlong event last year before 
mnlring gimi strides to become one 
of the dominant forces of the Eu- 
ropean sprinting scene. She end- 
ed her 1995 campaign with eight 
wins in five different countries, the 
undoubted highlight her success in 
the Prix de I'Ahbayc de 
Lon pc ham p. 



Storm Trooper at Newmarket on Saturday working impressively towards the Derby 


Photograph: Robert Haliam 


Trouble afoot fails 
to upset Even Top 


Even Top has given his trainer. 
Mark Tompkins, a confidence- 
shaking scare by pulling out of 
his box with a poisoned near- 
fore foot. The coll represents 
Tompkins's best chance of land- 
ing the Derby after finishing a 
whisker away from Mark Of Es- 
teem in the 2,000 Guineas. 

But the hitch is not going to 

hinder Even Top on Saturday ac- 
cording to the trainer's assistant, 
Phil Green. “We took the shoe 
off for a day and all is now well" 
Green said. “He was going to 
have an easy day so the timing 
could not have been better. A 
bit of puss came out of the foot 
and he now has the shoe back 
on and will canter tomorrow.’' 

As expected, Mark Of Es- 
teem, Mick's Love and Nash 
House were among 12 absentees 
at yesterday's five-day stage for 


Saturday s race, leaving a max- 
imum of 22 to enter the stalls. 

Andre Fabre withdrew Sup- 
reme Commander and Grape 
Tree Road, leaving France with- 
out a Deity runner for only the 
third time in 20 years. Thsdid is 
the only Irish entry left and is not 
a pacemaker for Alhaarth, who 
carries the same Hamdan A1 
Maktoum colours. 

With most acceptors likely to 
run. the Derby will have one of 
its biggest fields of recent years. 
Although 25 went to post two 
years ago, a smaller line-up has 
been more usual, with just 13 
runners in 1991 and 12 in 1989. 

There was little betting action 
yesterday but William Hill 
shortened Shaamit to 12-1 from 
14-1 and Ladbrokes reported 
support for Roger Charlton’s 
Lingfield Trial winner. Mystic 




2.25 


VODAFONE DERBY STAKES (Class A) Group 1 
£400,000 added 3Y0 lm 4f 


426-156 ACHMME (2B) (P .m R aJtj C BrtttaH 390 — 

1131-34 MHMRIH (35) Btontti N MASXW) W R Han 3 9 0 . 
022-6 BUST FUBHT (42) fekSVAngfeia D0}|) SMB 390- 



-011 CHEFC8NTBOn(23)(tetfnMapia)PCheppi*-H)ara390. 

1-06 CLASSIC EMLE (32) (Q3SM BkXXSKX* FIQ R tarn 3 90 

-14 OfVHt CUOS (8Q (Mi kan MM) H Oed 3 9 0 

12-45 D0inELEAF(24) ataaMtafcaum) M SEBUU390 

-11 M MASSM (239 (MrM Tata) U Skua 390- 


1-12 DUSHYANTOH (USA) (34) 9* KtaXBaM H Cad 390 


10 61212-2 BIB( < in , (3S)(MrBSenitt'fladRa)MTan|Mns390- 



11 1221-21 OORT OF DANCER 04) General Hues MaifekigSRUPKGtanrS 90 0 

12 1643-33 iACXJBHN05U4) (MrGVMtMr) B UdMMn39Q IRbU 

XIMv 


JIBbcB 

-TQatai 

-WRyaa 


13 6311-31 IBSIlcn*Bfre2H)(LaQr0HMrhekneriRa»toi390 

14 316-213 PBnCEGFIiriEAar(32) 94 tQJ1WqJ B K13390 

15 41- SHAM0r(21l)IMrMKtfaQ89»l)WHaB^>3 9{l 

1G -321 SHMflOU(IISN(UJ(SheMM0harnmed)JSo8den39O — 

17 00033 SPARTAN HQUBBEKT OB) (Mr CTOfeytCBrtOan 390 

IB 01-223 STMAIIIES(Fty(llB(LteS*q)flto0JDunlDp3 9O 

19 212-1DB STOHM TROOrat (USA) 04) [fahd 5^ron) H Ced 3 9 0 

20 41-34 VSSDBP8I [Handan Al HSJoun) h Raxtegast Ort) 3 9 0 — 

21 564063 ZARXOMPSHThe Faun Ud) Lkten^ja M390 

22 50606 PORTUGUESE U- PB) (1* Dawl UAndfeJ D tehefc 3 8 9 

__ ^ dtodwod — 

BETTING: M Dr Mraalnt Bhiy Of Daaccr, S-l tMqaatsr, M Ahaartb, Ewan Top, 104 Slam 
Traapar, 12-i SbMnrit, KML DooHa Laa*, 20-1 Hyrtte Mm 264. Jack Jaralafc St Man, 
60-1 CMaf ContaHlar, daw CMw. 66-1 PMdgv of My Kaart, Samoa, ZaAmn, 3004 Baqr 
FE0A Ctaaaie EB0a. IMd, 200-1 Aekm, ItertM. 500-1 Artera II 

U8S: Lannana 3 9 0 W R SHbun 14-1 (Saeeri bn SMOri 15 ran 


JUbk 


KnighL He is 16-1 from 2(M, 
while Storm Trooper, who 
worked so impressively on Sat- 
urday, is solid atlO-1. 


DERBY WITHDRAWALS AT YESTERDAY'S 
FIVE-DAY STAGE: Amtortas. Astibal. Grape 
Tree Road, heron istand. Jlyusti, Kammtar- 
ra. Marti Of Esteem, Mick's Love. Nasii 
House, Runtan Revival, Stereo Dancer, 
Supreme Commander. 


PONTEFRACT 


HYPERION 

245 Native Rhythm 445 FttzwflHam 

225 Good So Ra 5J5 Ground Game 

3.45 CARIBBEAN DANCER (nap) 545 Three HlHs 
415 Weteh Emblem (nb) 


up in «ksbm» at Barenay a Invert ego and short-heeded Dana (winner of a weak race 
next omel. She's benar man mat iiD<8ki SugaaBts. SmnABIjr has U deaene ihe Mg <mia« 
alter gening la four lenphs of another Derby hope. Siaanu. at Doncaster last backend. 
The Newcastle Sop was forgotten when he ran away (ram North Song firmer Once) at Bev- 
ertey, and, now mar he's found he torn. Is the one Caribbean Dancer has to be3L Not one 
winner nos emerged from GoM Disc’s Jenentte win at Leicester and he was Iasi o t seven 
ip Regl Atchhw at Sandown on hs reappearance. wAiile D aBeys First doesn’t appeal wSth 
the 31b pull far the latest Beverley defeat by FMywn*. Selection: CARS8EAN DANCER 


GOING: Good in Firm 
STALLS: Lnskfe. 

DBAW ADVANTAGE: Low tor f»f and OT. 

■ LeR-hand, undulaiinf! coarsa 

■ Caufft.- is one mile north we* of town on AftlD. ftonufraa 1'MonkUH I raB station I reg- 
alar Mntre from Lct-dc and WalariMd) one mile away. Tbnshdf suUon (semre (nun 
VV'alidletdl ai%olrK course ADMISSION: flubS li Paddock S8;SSkH-Eto)ii3^ft. CAB 
PARK: Free. 


4J & 


SIS 


HACIMB 

OMIMB 


■ LEADING TBAINEHS WITH BtTNNEBS; Hn> J BaoMden — 2't winnm from 143 
runners give, a success nuio of ^0 JS and a pmfll to a 5 1 level stake of 51 F.D3; Mia M 
Eneler — wlnncra. I— ninnen, 17.2%. -SI7^5: B BoQinaliead — 18 wtantra, 
lf-t runners. 11^%, -5710 77; M Start* — in kuuwto. 33 runners, 30.3%, il tl. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Fallon — ai winners. I AH ndd. 2l-i%. +SG8-13; L Det- 
tori — 2R wmners, 1 1 1 rates, '43.1%, +sn.Tfi; K Dariejr — 19 wftuicrx, 183 rides, 10.4%. 
-5WUU: W Ryan — 17 wtnncra. 87 ndcs. 195%. -5.TJJI0. 

BUNKEX8D FtBST TIME: Dam Stay I risored. A 1 5L 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Now 

LONG-DISTANCE RTNNEBS: Gra Green (4. 1 ■>) has been sent L‘40 mlln by Lady Her- 
nes frmn .\nfimeniw Park. West. Suuscx. Serendipity (i. 151 scot ’jnC miles byJ Dunlap from 
Arumbl. West Suwx 


FERRY BRI DGE FlYBtS MAIDEN STOKES (CLASS D) £5^100 
added Of Penalty Value £3,631 

0 NUUAHS PET (10) (J S Lane) A Sams 4 9 3 SDWBaonU) 

60 SPMHRB. (38) [Mqor M G wyao H Can4 4 9 3 CRoOur4 


60 AIKHB<air{10imiFDSaaDMChiinan390- 
DMM (USA) 0R1 Rice Fahd Saknsn) U Bd 3 9 0 - 


J( Parity 14 
_J4 Fenton 3 


223-5 DEDtOABiT (USA) (10) (BF) (R E San^tet) P Qoppfe-Hyani 3 9 0 BThamaonll 

3 DIB. AT WWN (US IStieidi Mohammed) J Goshn 3 9 0 LDcttodS 

4 WELSH BHiai (13) Motes RaaRI G WoM 3 9 0 

0 BBTT RAWflOO (USA) (lfl) (HU Sdern) B Harduiy 3 8 9. 

0 BUC 8*00(13) oreey said UtrredlWMuMon 38 9_ 

3223 PIUBtDfflMUSA>H<8l8N»«*WBH«53a9— WErideryl 


— MM 13 
J Stack (3)8 
— R Plica 12 


G8EINA GHSt (USA) (Mrtnun Ai MeMcxait Lady (tones 3 8 9 DaMOSinS 

5- H«aciDNfiOU>(aG)IH*aodiBdriMiaaBUI)MMe^w38 9 R TtinlnhiB (7) B 

56 MBWLYm pure Bay DuduylMES>tA389 KFB*aa2 


TNMBPNA 0Ura Cnaries todmart) R Hobnmad 3 8 9. 

-lAdacteed- 


_OQdMOto(5)7 


2.45 


EBF THORNE MAIDEN FILLIES STOKES (CLASS D) £6400 
added 2YD 6f Penalty Value £4463 


5 APBB. JACKSON (ID (8 N FeanvWi P Decor 9 ll_ 
AUCTION HAIL ;OieiW> PaV SW U BeC 8 U _ 
DANCE motnr U F rtng?0 G (tarne 8 u. 


■JPtWamiS 

M Fenton 3 

JKFMonB 


A34 DAICHBL PRMCESS (11) U 6 Grararn R Hafemuo 3 11 Defied 6 

Dt»oaiS»*«il*rjniiTisraH&8n-.. FM6ddwy4 

LYCUIY iSmh Mdnni' C Bnttar. 3 U — B Doyta 9 

KTSMCBWEiPTFmtoiFAPCsairaii JWlttrsBU — JBThomm7 

NATIVE RHYTIM .VK B V Sarv2»i 0 CJupDie+tiafn 8 U -W Canon 2 

PWKESSOFHEARlSiCnewwvPai-StuC.KHaffiBfllL JHM10 

WGABOTO CHANTEUSE .WPGnwi I EHenniPn B U 1 Chnucfc 1 

- ID I 


BEII1NC 9-4 Naum Btyttm, 7-2 DmdBl, 9-2 AoctkM HaB. 6-1 Prtnoeaa Of Hoarts, 7-1 Myrtle Clr- 
da. 8-1 LicMty. 16-1 Apri Jadwoo. 33-1 otMn 

1995: Mitfs Ibtm 2 B 11 i Rest 2 1 IP £?*»*? Kjmi 3 ran 

FORM CUBE 

Widie Cjw is nje'-rt fw Pptcr C-uptrie H,am s newcomer NATIVE RHYTHM, a daufjv 
:c-r a' Lvtaus and (ram me vord nut wor this with Mystic Tempo 12 montns. ago. She nas 
been snrnns uo wen on me fpi'oK and may toe me tofls of Bany HiDs's Macnm-edian 
CeOuLtnte DimdoL DonoM Mkoh wonts ItiF, ueh lurlonc and » tuck «etn Frartue Dm - 
■an after nor irire :o Anioru i Owt over Ovwpr's sharp hse two outings j^o. There is 
pienry at okc rr me oedigea a( Nnceas Of Uentt ana tno statue is mat-mg tew rms 
takes ms season. Brent Thomson Takes pierr, ol noes for Rctcr Chappte-Hyam. but ne 
nan Bill Wars' newcomer Myrtle Orris m trus. Selection: NATIVE RHYTHM 

Iq^rel PONTEFRACT APPRENTICE SERIES (ROUND 2} SELLING 
I I HANDICAP (CLASS G) £3£00 added lm Penalty Value 
£2,763 

I HOiO TAME DTOI (28) 'Mane CToote' V Caprjn 4 9 ID M Sampto 17 

; Wi OUMMGNC N DREAMS (71 ID1 Grcnc C&i 0 ftc.KSK-99. JBraaddi(G)2 

3 -00X1- BRANBU5 WV 01 ~ U W«. A Bareer 7 '3 o J EAraadi 1 V 

- -W MTIBIUE (219 '■’AajjCT'' F Bass 395 OFfWtaarlO 

5 -110040 AOAUMLDO |JSA) (Ml rlCfiJS J J’artn 4 94 5 Budday (5) 19 V 

t 4304 CO HONG KONG DESIGHBI (11) Ur- Rr*Rchpi l(asJCra:492 PCbrka(5)20 

7 OfOC«H MAZ8U(m(D,"J!«wVs.»^WlT48!2 DSMBneyUV 

9 0- =0530 ABSOLUTE RULE1 IB) .F D Roov?' 1 1 tor; 5 8 12. .AEddatyBB 

■3 06 3500 BAUARD UDV (S2) (0) ,\t-s P ,Uei ( 'AorwegU :811 P Dot (5) 15 

10 590001 E1HE RACING H5j (0) :lae Rjraf CUi N TrYfer 4 S 10 JUmsaCMAMB 

U 8M5M MMCSMODCAFIAM (18) « 5 ht, S Hoftritee 3 8 9 S banted (7) 9 

12 IttGGO MIS OF TO HUM i22] Heew^sn- tts M Reifin 48 8 JD*arii3 

U 003007 LANGItHAN (IS) BM <(tcs J L E>-e ; 8 5 (frta fti—nn M I 

14 006000 HUNM STORY (12J iiks C Gmunxi ft LCmeen 48 4 JeHteteiBV 

15 P 0005C GLBtVAUY 111) (0) 1 iks U LrQwMC: B 584 Jbmub Wrhrtw (5) 11V 

16 OtUGOO MAIIYlMC8Un(7) .DI ID Ixi&xii J L Hr: 7 3 4 XSkatf(3)32 

17 OMMOO GOOD SO FA (25) (D) kla J WAams' C Men 4 8 4 JMNnaeaSH 


BETTHBM Baal At Brae. 4-1 WMWi Ci nMam, 9-2 Det ockm e iH 5-1 Dart Oeatt 12-1 Ctrtna 
Are* Enemy. Batam, M-l Marty, Spoodral, 16-1 aOnra 
1996: Oguaema Dancer 3 8 E J ODwyn 7-4 (B Hanburyl 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The pnnapN conuftidera te om maKlen are down in (featanoe, but one who ghoirid be suit- 
ed by the svwtcti is DUEL AT DAWN, whose dam Gaqnne was a decent sprinter waft Hen- 
ry Cecd. To be beaten at Utewirii by a John Bosley rentier (Pusey Strea G«l> hartfy Inspbes 
confidence, but Duel At Dawn led to Has dotance so there n Ml hepa lor her over toeuva 
so. Geoff Wragg runs Wntah E mM e m . who was the stable's second stnng to Prime Ugfit 
(Uwd) when a pleasing Icurth to SSp Jig at Salisbury (71) on her debut. She's brad tor tanaar 
dips, but tin (us io rata a weak race and Duel Al Down wdl have to gat home Co beat her. 
Detachment is not cenamo warn Has snorter trip attar her Hajriock Mtn to Sandhdl. write 
Dark Dead may not be sundby the extra furlong alter her Beverley then io Mayor Quality 
when badly drawn. Spandrel is bum an n-torm stable but has shown Me in nra starts, 
but Arch Enemy is mou0Y capable a t better hairing started (avouue on both starts when 
puUnghard. SdectfoK DUEL AT DAWN 

I A riel ROPERGATE MAIDEN STOKES (CLASS D) (DfV 1} £4/400 
l___l added 3VD lm 2f Penalty Value £34B3 


l 

•y 

546 WWBASSADOR IU5H) (28} [UjKmh Al IWcnu'y B IV* 9 0 

00 CHARNHIDOOJACR(USA)mt (TiOtesani RHxib 90 

Pat Etktey 9 

— Atadarl 

3 

00 ELASWOH (USA) (*8) (Hamdan Al Makttumt i Goscen 9 0 

W Canon 7 













9 

504-55 H08AMA5EI (30) iSeries Anas &fi L CUnoa 90 

XDariayG 

10 

UPPER 6A1IERY (RESarenrl P Ooprir-Hcin 9 0 

— — B Unarm 3 

12 

06 5MS AND DANCE (218) iMft ft Hie: E Wepna 8 9_. _ 

JfFMtoa2 


BETTING: 7-2 HobamaMt, 4-1 U p per G rtwy, MWimiikr. Ukatea Legend, B-l Baatadi. 10- 
1 RzwBam, 12-1 Hanaoda. Norttem JariM. 1*-1 ta™»n. 16-1 others 

1995: Kuna 3 9 0 W Cawn 94 (B flmBltomfl 16 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Luca Cumam went lor a b% pnre tn Italy with RODAMASET a montn am. hu> the colt man- 
aged only filth of 12 to one of tne locals. ThamadenlusaweakuokabautaondRoha- 
maset cor win it on hrs juvendc taurtn to SiHar Dome at Newmarwt. m wtvdi race Ehuhath 
Unshed 12 length: Behind hm. Elashoth did very fattle here an IK reappearance and needs 
to improve, inot^t n» stable- has lut bener tom smee. On ms re appear an ce. Robamaset 
rnchcd a credrorie fifth o* 16 to Bounty at Newmarket, jlex ttsee lengths betdrfi Ambn- 
aadar itounhi. who was in a strong maiden won by Legal ftgnt at Chester afterwards. There 
is a twtw word from umboum about newcomer Upper OaSery. Tlvs race is not mat strong 
so the son of Sadler's wens has to rare a danger. LafteHne Lnfmd has been shaping as 
wanting tinner, but there is staying power m the pedigree of the newcomer fitly Raman- 
da. wnosa dam Nemosm won os a three year old and then mem close agatna Guy Har- 
wood's Hfieman Grid m the Mam Reef Stakes at Newman*i over today’s tnp. 

iROBAMASET 


M C6C«00 BUBY Pills (7) .‘.ksP Mansi GOWhd 58 2_. .. J Rate (5)7 V 

19 OOMOO PBKVPAn»r(Z7) Vr,U*:ThS*T3n:nrt*ralsr*8Z.-- J riwriwWu (7) IS 

X 6-500 RATS tADKfS3l -V.s 5 Campon 1 SCamiui3 7 10 £Oo0n(Q« 

-20riadarari- 

LfnirvTi «>£ft 7sr ICS 'rje Mracap wegre ha's LX, 7tt 

BEITPIG: 7-1 OanaMBW N Dream*. 8-1 EMo Racing. 9-1 Hona Stay, Laagtarten. 10-1 Adaloal- 
ds. HKSaa. 12-1 AbseWa Rotor. Braarria* Way. 14-1 Ttea Dear, 1S-1 Brtard lady, Good So Fa. 
20-1 Hrt» Of lb Mda. Hong Itong Daikpmr. 25-1 others 
1995: Rbj tj Stans o S 12 ftSteh T-^ner 121 0 Pearce; 19 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A bg f<M of irf-r. moanrara ryaes and. vWirle n's passible Hums Story could improve for 
The rnst-nmc visor, this IS a jxxl opportunsy for CHAMPAGNE N DREAMS, who won o kt- 
de raco on her second sr*t las: season. It could be me san» story ms year with Cham- 
paff» N Dreams nicely s« up for Hus bad seder after tier scosorul srrth to Alobsng at Redcar 
a nee*i ago- Her torn) deteriorated after her wst and getting her iresh s the answer. Him- 
n 5 mt> wdl be wed rvUer. by Jo Hunnam end the viwr coifld make all me thfflerence. the 
Hty nas mo form to make a brio rid. roving won a upon seller lost Term and later a ered- 
iQtie second to Srubona: m a cVumar at Reticor Brambles Way lacks the pace to wm 
men m tbs league, but MuBi isacrie shpoed tost emci has a fine chance on her 
an-taeatnerwtfM - she 5 70 lower compared to the latest Southwell wm. Ella Raring s m 
bankers Of ter her Mussefourgh wm m a conditions race without the art last time. She didn't 
show much mine b nos last rem end Langtonlan. bca:Bn half a length by Etta Raong at 
MussrtHjrgb. 'ifWfc lCdft ocrer cfl n rci nanCGD Afaaokite Ruler also emerges won a 
chance after fmpshmg third in the Musaetouigh race and his prospects hare Increased for 
the tnofang cf trv ngrty competent Alan Eddery, who shone on Cserano at Bath fcja Fn- 
D3V SMecttoiG CHAMPAGNE N DREAMS 


; f El IRONBRIDGE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5400 added 3YD lm 
4f Penalty Vatue £4^)13 

060016 ORINOCO MVat (USA) (18) (D)rt?E Safari POwt*4t|®n 9 7 KBwfeyBV 

31-12 a80UM)<MkE(ia)|BF)(MnPTFen»xhDLader96 LDetteM 

5231-50 NOSEY NABVE (17) Usnes RrisnE) J Iftwrre 9 4 B Bre riwiflli 

31 LDWJOFTraktHOtp^ 3*sJDTrotw) M Joms3n94 iwnrel 

486251 BM3UT (IQ (P) irrara Itaimru J L6ee9 1 TMteal 

006-3 CaBWSDUI|4qijGhnCQxaBiesB9 PM Eddery S 

000- SKRAM (245) (HfPEvansJ R DrionB 7 BrieGtai7 


2600 IIS BOtBHQ BR0 (USA) (22) iWk Aura GMnl M Jams B 7_ 
tXWH) H8UU.T0MMD(22)(MHEzreayl TEjUEAyBa. 


.PRobiraotiB 
— KMonlO 
LChamockS 


5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 cxwoo horiiehn anno (15) (E9^ iuis Noon Best un j teiBCen 7 IL 

U 40040 FAiCOlYS FUME (USA) i$ (BF) fCUn Ka5sw' Me ; ftamadm 7 10 NXeanedy2 

-Uderiarad- 

PET7WG: 3-1 Cram Gan, 7-2 &wcdy, 4-1 Otfnoce ffiwsr, 11-2 Lad Of The Mreiir, 61 CMkffl 
Stec, B-l HeMYNaAra, 10-1 Tba Soaring Brief, U-l FMcon*i Raw, 14-1 otban 
1995: Dour Shod Fanes 3 B U a Ooyte 11-1 (C Brfiani 10 ran 
FORM CUBE 

Ca«b Star, thud to a decern hanuopper m Tess^oe at nwsk m her reappeareiKe. q 
m das handicap ofl an Ob lower raang than Mawtce CamacrWa gskkng. But perhaps the 
mace-raced LORD OF THE MANOR a the one to be on aRer shitsttg wen brivnd Oassc 
find at Redtar and then tmraig up OCNtst poor reals at Musseftugh. Greand Gama seared 
to lack the necessary c a petience to fjn back at Fbknaks Nephew when a hot favtuite at 
Newagy aftor hg easy condem n s race wn a Doncaaer. She's now ofl at BDh^rer mark 
and looks bearable over ns torger tnp- Orinoco River hod tvs day at Ouste m me first - 
erne vtser, but the Caste 0ound snorid sw a boner run from nursery vwiner Nosoy Na- 
thw. Neon FeBon carnet do the we^it on either of Lynda Ramadan's pair (Northern Motto 
6 the pKk with Uidsay Chamock boohed) and he ndes Read To Mnd (we* beaten art 
reappearance) tor Tim Eostortjy. Selection: IBRD OF THE MANOR 


3.45 


1 5W?: 

2 1-0 

3 626405 

4 336203 

5 04 51 

6 3TP-G2 

7 56425 

a 06021 


KALAMAZOO GMS. SECURITY TICKET HANDICAP (CLASS 
C) £8,000 atbled 3Y0 lm 2f Penalty Value £6450 

SETOOPtTT (HQ (25) (D) 'Mr. Datw ) Ck/us 9 7 WCnm4 

GOUJ DBC (USA! (3^ I R 460*111 B run 9 6 

NNSSANT (14) MSntan Al ItVCMni C BittW 8 10 

BUEVS fxsr (14) tGRBaJet Bakr^ Hane Frees:' U Jcrrsttm 8 6 I Waver 8 

CARIBBEAN DANCatpJBIWH Sosa MS3U3! a 9 (.Dettori 2 

BBSSBIH RASCAL (12) Z H SMWSI T £as»6» 6 4.- 


[ ROPERGATE MAIDEN STOKES (CLASS D) (DIV II) £4^400 
added 3Y0 lm 2f Penalty Vatue £3476 

QOU) LANCE (USfl) (T ) N l^ouml M SlaM 9 0 K Friuli 

HAUOON {Sheet Aims Al USUiuift! JQKQen 90 lDettoH t 


NAM00(IAIlShriiftAimuAIUart(uniAStewat9O. 

fCSJS SWt (W) Hs S SmJtil lie S Smm 3 6 

03 RAMXNNNDNE5S(15)A!KPWHxr&iPtfSRi90, 


CtASSIC COLOURS (USA) (7] fOovsrC goab t aa R Hans 8 3 ARMoyl 

RURV1W4GS (M) (D) 1 C one A E Saswinv Mrs J Ramsdni S 3 JtfUhaS 

-8dadared- 
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French 
test for 

injury-hit 

Wales 

Rugby League 

DAVE HADflELD 


The loss of his most experienced 
back, John Devereux, is just an- 
other in a series of blows for the 
Welsh coach, Clive Griffiths. 

Devereux has broken his as- 
ide and joins the lengthening list 
of first-choice players who will 

mig< the match against France 
in Carcassonne tomorrow night 
which opens Wales’ defence of 
the European Championship. 

Gareth Davies, the former 
Welsh Student captain now on 
Warrington’s books, wifi come 
in for Devereux in a side who 
will now include a heavy sprin- 
kling of uncapped pbyeis. Also 
among the newcomers will be 
Gareth Stephens, signed by 
Hull on a permanent deal from 
Castleford after a month on 
loan, at scrum-half and Keigh- 
ley's Jason Critchley in the 
three-quarter line. 

“We have 1 gone to France 
with weakened sides before 
and managed to win,” said 
Griffiths. “We will be calling oa 
the D unkir k spirit” 

Griffiths has included the 
Wigan booker, Martin Hail, 
among his substitutes despite the 
fear his contract with the Aus- 
tralian Rugby League could 
force him to puQ out His team- 
mate and fellow substitute Neil 
Cowie is doubtful with a shoul- 
der injury and missed training 
yesterday, but a rare piece of 
good news is that the St Helens 
forward Chris Moriey has opted 
to use his gran dparental qualifi- 
cation to play for Wales. He will 
come into the squad if either HaO 
or Cowie has to withdraw. 

The French side is based on 
the Paris St-Gennain dub that 
is stru g glin g to hold its own in 
Super League, but two signifi- 
cant exceptions are the Sheffield 
Eagles centre Jean-Mare Gar- 
da and Gael TMlec, who is on 
the fringe of Wigan’s first team. 

lire Challenge Cup final wiQ 
be played al Wembley next sea- 
son despite hints of a switch to 
Twickenham. It will take place a 
week later than usual, on 3 May. 

Widnes have signed two 
young reserves from St Helens, 
Phi] Wiring and Gareth Cun- 
ningham, on three-year con- 
tracts. Hie former Great Britain 
winger Des Drummond, who 
has been working as fitness 
coach for Charley, is to make 
a playing comeback for the 
dub at HunsleL next Sunday. 


Coutts 
has sights 
on bonus 


Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 

Played two, won two, r«d Rus- 
sell Coutts is two-thirds of the 
way to winning the biggest 
bonus in competitive sailing, the 
$250,000 (£160.000) on offer 
from Faberge to anyone who 
can win three of their five 
match-racing grand prix events 
in a season. 

Life was made a little tougher 
in San Francisco for the New 
Zealander, who did not lose a 
race on his way to w inning the 
opening event of the year, the 
Lymington Cup. He was pushed 
by Catifomia's king of the wa- 
ter, Paul Cayard, before w innin g 
the best-of-five semi-final, 3-Z 
He had no problems with his 
opponent in ihe final, Morgan 
Larson, winning 3-0. 

Now Coutts has only to win 
one of the remaining three 
races - at Sete, France, next 
week. New York in September 
or Bermuda in October - to 
pocket the prize, though un- 
doubtedly bis crew of Simon 
Daubney, Brad Butterworth 
and Warwick Fleury would be 
hoping to share in the spoil s. 

It is an objective that Coutts, 
who could not contest the 
events last year because of 
America's Cup-winning com- 
mitments. has felt is well with- 
in his reach. He also has his 
sights on claiming back the 
No 1 slot in the world ranking, 
held by Ed Baird, the American 
who was his coach in San Diego. 

Cayard has moved from 
southern to northern California 
to lead the St Francis Yacht 
Club's AmericaOne challenge for 

the America’s Cup, which Coutts 
will defend in Auckland in 2000. 
Cayard has already recruited 
the designer Bruce Nelson and 
taaraan John Kostecki from 
John Marshall's Pact 2000, which 
produced the 1995 defender 
po^oung America, and which 

SSSSSSSES"** 
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The European Championship has grown from unpromising beginnings into an event second only to the World Cup. Ken Jones repo 


England left behind at 


Shortly before 
/ | rlf- England and West 
Germany met in 
w«si Berlin for a place 
in the 1972 Euro- 
pean Champi- 
onship semi-finals, 
Helmut Schon 
learned to bis dis- 
appointment that Alf Ramsey was 
characteristically unmoved by a 
clamour for new faces. 

Reflecting on the advantage of a 
3-1 victory in the first leg at Wemb- 
ley two weeks earlier, Wsst Germany’s 
manager said, “Of course, I thought 
it unlikely, but if Ramsey bad chosen 
a team to attack us, the one I'm told 
England newspapers have been de- 
manding, we would have won easily, 
maybe scored four or five goals." 

A 0-0 draw left Ramsey facing the 
ridiculous charge of being con- 
cerned solely with saving face, the at- 
mosphere afterwards so bitter that 
a couple of England players had to 
be restrained from aiming blows at 
reporters. 

If time was running out for Ram- 
sey, who lost his job after failing to 
qualify England for the 1974 World 
Cup finals, Schdn was approaching 
the zenith of his career. Inspired by 
Franz Beckenbauer’s imaginative 
sorties out of defence and with Gun- 
ther Netzer, however briefly, in peak 
form. West Germany beat the Sovi- 
et Union 3-0 in the final, and woo the 
World Cup in their homeland two 
years later. “Winning the World Cup 
was my greatest thrill," Schon would 
say in retirement, “but I think the 
team of 1972 was the best I ever sent 

out, fulfilling all my expectations with 

that marvellous win at Wembley.” 

In view of England's unimpressive 
record in major tournaments -apart 
from 1966 they have only once got 
as far as the last four in the World 
Cup and never contested a European 
Championship final - it is interest- 
ing to recall that the Germans feared 
them. “I suppose we had grown up 
with the idea of England being a 
great power in football and that was 
strengthened when they beat us in 
1966. 1 remember vividly bow we felt 
in 1972, sitting in the dressing-room 



before the game, thinking that we 
would be extremely fortunate to win 
against such a powerful ream.” 

That year saw the be ginnin g of 
Germany's rise to pre-eminence in 
European footbalL They reached the 
next two finals, losing on penalties 
to Czechoslovakia in 1976 and de- 
feating Belgium 2-1 four years lat- 
er. Suprisingly, they squandered 
home advantage in 19S8 but readied 
the final again in 1992 when they lost 
to Denmark. 

Launched in 1958 as the European 
Nations Cup - typically, England 
were not among the 17 countries who 
entered (the Republic of Ireland were 
put out by Czechoslovakia in a pre- 
liminary round), the European 
Championship was won first by the 
: Union, w 


who had the great Lev 
goal 


‘We had grown up 
with the idea of 
England being a 
great power... we 
thought we would 
be fortunate to win’ 


Soviet 
Yashin 

when they defeat- 
ed Yugoslavia 2-1 
after Odra time in 
Paris. 

It was not the 
most auspicious 
of starts. Held in 
Fiance in July, the 
latter stage of the 
championship ex- 
cited no great in- 
terest, the final 

played under 

floodlights at the 

Pore des Princes attracting only* 
17,966 spectators. British newspapers 
practically ignored it 

England were among the 29 na- 
tions who entered for the next cham- 
pionship, begining in 1962, but were 
more or less on their way out when 
Alf Ramsey took over shortly after 
they had been held to a 1-1 draw by 
France in Sheffield. A new manag- 
er, but for England the same okl sto- 
ry -a 5-2 defeat when the teams met 
again in Paris. 

Although the Dutch were not yet 
a power in the game, their elimination 
by Luxembourg was the champion- 
ship's first sensation. Having agreed 
to play both matches on Dutch soO, 
Luxembourg drew 1-1 in Amsterdam 
and proved it was do fluke by winning 
2-1 in Rotterdam a month later. 

Making the second of fonr ap- 


pearances in the final, the Soviet 
Union were fancied to defeat Spain 
in Madrid when Marcelino sent a div- 
ing header past Yashin with only five 
minutes of normal time left. 

In attempting to qualify for the 
1968 finals, the four British teams 
were allowed to play all in the same 
group, simultaneously with the 
British Championship. A new set of 
regulations split entrants into eight 
groups. The eight group winners 
would then contest the quarter-finals 
in four two-leg ties, with four win- 
ners going forward to the final tour- 
nament in Italy. 

Back-to-back victories over Spain 
suggested that England would add 
the European crown to their world 
championship but the warm-up that 
brought then- first ever defeat by 

West Germany 

proved a bad 
omen. 

Seven mem- 
bers of the Work! 



out 
;t Yiigo- 
ivia in Flo- 
rence but 
England lost a 
bitteriy contested 
match when 

Dragan Dzajic 

ouq uinped Bob- 
by Moore to head the only goal 
shortly before half-time. And with two 
minutes left; Alan Mufleiy became the 
first England player to be sent off at 
senior level. 

Italy defeated Yugoslavia 2-0 in a 
replayed final and it would be 22 
years before England again got as 
close to winning a major champi- 
onship. 

A dubious second-half penalty 
awarded to Yugoslavia prevented 
Wales from teaching the semi-finals 
in 1976 where probably they would 
have faced the eventual runners-up. 
West Germany. 

West Germany further strength- 
ened their reputation in 1980 when 
making a third consecutive appear- 
ance in the final, Horst Hrubesch’s 
two goals securing a 2-1 victory over 
Belgium. England, who finished 


third m their final group behind Bel- 
gium aixntafy, were left only with the 
embarrassment caused when gangs 
of their supporters rioted in Turin. 

In the 1984 championship, one 
name stood out. Michel Platini. He 
led Fiance with guile and style, sav- 
ing his best appropriately for the fi- 
nal against Spam in Paris, scoring one 
of the goals in a 2-0 victory. If Bob- 
by Robson's failure to qualify Eng- 
land was a miserable experience for 
the new manager worse was to fol- 
low four years later. 

By thea the European Champi- 
onship had grown to match even Lhe 
World Cup in importance, attracting 
large crowds to Germany’s stadiums 
and extensive television coverage. 
The Netherlands had a team to 
compare with that which readied two 
consecutive World Cup finals in the 
Seventies. Now there was Marco van 
Hasten, Ruud Gullit, Ronald Koe- 
man and Frank Rijkaard. 

Having outplayed England in 
Group 7Wo of the final tournament, 
they met West Germany in the semi- 
finals and gained a joyfully received 
2-1 victory that avenged a loss to their 
neighbours in the 1974 Worid Cup fi- 
nal. The Soviet Union had impressed 
with their craft and pace but proved 
□o match for the Dutch in the finaL 

Pilloried in newspapers and on 
television after England lost all 
three of their matches, Robson 
thought seriously about reggning but 
remained, almost reaching the 1990 
World Cup final. 

Two years later Denmark staged 
the most remarkable campaign in 
European Championship history. 
Replacing Yugoslavia at the last 
minute, Denmark had to summon 
players back from holiday and had 
no time for concentrated prepara- 
tion. Three points in Group One got 
diem through to the semi-finals 
where they kept their nerve to de- 
feat the Netherlands in a penalty 
shoot-out. Even so, few imagined 
them capable of the 2-0 defeat they 
inflicted on Germany in the final. 

For England it was another disas- 
ter, the criticism Graham Taylor had 
to endure hinting he would serve but 
briefly as national team manager. 



Crowning glory; Ruud Gullit savours Dutch success In the 1988 final Photograph: Empics 
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S Q U A D 


GOALKEEPERS 

1 Erfwfci van der Sar (Apt) 

JjB Ed de Goey (Feyenoarti) 

21 Rmid Hesp (Rods JC Karkrade) 


DCTENDERS 

2 htichad Rcizigfir (Ajax) 

3 Danny Bfeid (Ajax) 

5 Frank deBoer (Ajax) 

13 Arthur Human (PSV Bndtowen) 
15 Winston Bogarde (Ajax) 


18 Johan de Keck (Bayern Munich) 
22 John VefeJman (Sparta Rotterdam) 
MDHBLD0S 

* Clarence Seedorf (Sampdona) 
6 Ronald do Boer (Ajax) 

8 Edgar Davids (Ajax) 

10 Demis Bcrgkamp (Arsenal) 
12 Aron Whiter (Intemaaonaie) 
14 Richard Wttschge (Bordeaux) 
20 Ph% Cocu (PSV Eindhoven) 


STOKERS 
7 Gaston ‘faument 
B Patrick KMvert 
11 Peter Hoeftstra 
17 Jordi Ouyff 
13 Vouri Mulder 


(Feyenoord) 

(Ajax) 

(Ajax) 

(Barcelona) 
(SchaJke 04) 


Time for talented individuals to start achieving 


Ruud Gullit's performance as 
a pundit will demonstrate 
one of Dutch football's great- 
est strengths, the intelligence 
and tactical awareness of 
their players. That he will be 
doing this from a television 
studio underlines that this 
strength is also a weakness. 

While Gullit would not 
necessarily be in the current 
Dutch side he certainly left it 
too early, just as Johan Cruyff 
did before him. Sometimes it 
is possible for players to 
know too much. As Bobby 
Robson said when coaching 
PSV Eindhoven: “When you 
take off an English player he 
sits on the bench. When you 
take off a Dutch player he 
wants to argue about it” 

This belief that the player 
knows more than the coach 
has left several Dutch man- 
agers frustrated as the team 
under-achieved. The latest, 
Guus Hiddink. did not take 
long to catch the mood as his 
team lost their first two 
matches, the second after 


CHAMPIONSHIP COUNTDOWN 
No 10 Netherlands 


the Ajax players had refused to 
play, citing fixture congestion. 

With the row over, Hiddink 
then played seven of them in a 
vital qualifying match in Prague 
three days after Ajax had won 
the European Cup. It was too 
soon, and the Netherlands were 
left to scramble into the finals 
through a play-off. 

Their performance at Airfield 
against the Republic of Ireland 
led many people to tip them as 
potential champions. However, 
that verdict did not take into ac- 
count the decline of the Irish 
team, nor consequent prob- 
lems. The biggest of these is on 
the wings, an area so crudal to 
the shape of the side. 

Marc Overmars is injured 
and there is no one quite like 
him. With Hiddink rejecting the 
English-based trio of Glenn 
Helder, Regi Blinker and Bryan 
Roy, the wings will be filled by 


two from Gaston Taumeht,B3er 
Hoekstra and Ronald de Boer. 

The latter two are among 
nine Ajax players in the squad. 
For all their quality, it is a per- 
ilous dependence given the 
long season and bitter conclu- 
sion Ajax have suffered. 

On the credit side is the 
availability of Patrick Kluiveit 
and Jordi Cruyff. Kluivert es- 
caped a custodial sentence for 
his part in a fatal road accident 
while Jordi chose to play for the 
land of his father rather than the 
land of his upbringing. 

Jordi wOl have to settle for a 
place in the squad rather than 
the team, as Dennis Beigkamp 
is earmarked to play as the split 
striker behind KIiuverL Behind 
them is a midfield bulging with 
versatility and drive. Edgar 
Davids and Clarence Seedorf 
are capable of playing a num- 
ber of roles, while Aron Win- 


ter often outshone Paul Gas- 
coigne at Lazio. 

The defence is Ajax’s, and 
they do not give many goals 
away. At its heart is Danny 
Blind, playing his last round of 
internationals and seeking to 
erase the pain of this years 
European Cup defeat He is sus- 
pended for the opening game 
against Scotland. 

The Netherlands have scored 
more goals and won more games 
than any team in the champ- 
ionship’s history, but they have 
won the event only once, in 1988. 
They were favourites when they 
went out on penalties at the 
semi-final stage four years later. 
Relative failure at the 1990 and 
1994 Worid Cups means the cur- 
rent team has grown up in the 
shadow of 1988. 

With the Bosnian ruling per- 
haps placing Ajax at a cross- 
roads, now is the time for the 
present generation to make 
their mark - if they have the en- 
ergy and the will. 

Glenn Moore 


Player to watch 



Edgar Davids 

(Ajax) 

Not the most glamourous 
player in the side but probably 
the most effective - as Milan 
recognised by securing hfrn for 
next season. The epitome of 
Dutch footballing principles, 
the 23-year-oW appears able 
to play anywhere and often 
does. The Netherlands, like 
Ajax, have chosen to play him 
on the left of midfield, but that 
is nominal. Surinam-born, he 
came through the youth sys- 
tem at Ajax, where he was 
nicknamed “Pit Bull". 


New contract for 
Brown confirmed 


Craig Brown and Gnus Hid- 
dink, the managers of Eng- 
land’s Euro 96 group rivals, 
Scotland and the Netherlands, 
were yesterday gfyen two-year 
extensions to their contracts. 

Jim Parry, the Scottish Foot- 
ball Association's chief execu- 
tive, said: “The international 
committee have invited Craig to 
continue his successful man- 
agement role and he has ac- 
cepted the challenge.” 

Brown will deckle chi his back- 
room team shortly, but be has al- 
ready indicated that he wants 
Alex Miller, the Hibernian man- 
ager, to continue as his assistant. 
Miller will be with Brown over 
the next month at die European 
Championship finals. 

Brown has already started 
planning for the 1998 World 
Cup finals in France, and he 
sent a member of his backroom 
staff to watch Sweden as they 
beat Belarus 3-1. The SFA has 
set aside a £350,000 bonus to be 
split among their players if they 
qualify for France. 


Asked why the offer had came 
before the finals, Yule Craig, 
Scotland’s international com- 
mittee chairman, said: ‘'Wfe make 
our decision on the competitive 
matches which have taken place 
and Craig's record to date, and 
we are very happy with that” 
Brown and his squad flew 
back to Britain after losing to 
the United States and Colom- 
bia in America. The squad will 
reassemble on Thursday before 
beginning their preparations 
to face the Dutch. Brown and 
Miller will make a flying visit to 
Rotterdam today to watch the 
Netherlands in action against 
the Republic of Ireland. 

Hiddink will manage the 
Dutch side until after the 1998 
World Cup. His contract was 
due to expire after Euro 96 , 
which the Dutch are 5-1 second 
favourites to win. 

HERBUCOFIHHAND (MoncBy vllw Natter 
bMta, Rotterdam, tonight): BhwOacMuni: 

(Bmwitfwn), Koraaghan (Manchester 
C*yi. Marta (Laeas). Kama Pfcrfmi 

McLoj^Ai Pcrarrmfi), (TBrtan (Trarv 
tow. Moore IMvMoanxeu, Cmcariaa (Mar- 
wlfe). Connoly (Wtxfcnfl. 


Schumacher shows 
courage of conviction 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Barcelona 

It was with unbridled relish 
that Benue Ecclestone, Formula 
One's impresario, gave his as- 
sent to the swell of conviction 
that Michael Schumacher was 
back in the contest for the 
world championship. 

Of course, he thought the 
German could now go on and 
win a third title. His “fantastic" 
drive through torrential rain in 
Sunday's Spanish Grand Prix 
here had thrown down the 
gauntlet to Damon HilL 

In Italy, Bemie’s blessing will 
ring as loud as the bells of 
Maranello, but then Schu- 
macher's victory and Hill's 
demise had been a godsend to 
Ecclestone. No one has put 
bums on expensive circuit seats 
the way this champion does and 
suddenly he has opened up the 
prospect of an enthralling scrap 
for the title when a boring pro- 
cession appeared more probable. 

Before the race, HD1 had ac- 
knowledged he was embarking 
on a crucial period of the sea- 
son. He sensed the opportunity 
to tighten his grip on the cham- 
pionship and carry it out of his 
rivals' reach. Instead, he is chal- 
lenged merely to keep hold. 

Jacques Villeneuve, his 
Williams- Renault team-mate, 
now has renewed hope, espe- 
cially as the next grand prix is 
in Canada, his home country. 
But the more serious threat to 


the Englishman will be expect- 
ed from the other driver trail- 
ing by 17 points, the German 
who revels in Hill’s discomfort. 

Williams have confirmed the 
set-up of Hill’s car was altered on 
the grid, minutes before the start 
of Sunday's race, and their intu- 
ition proved misguided. Vil- 
leneuve's car was untouched. 
Hill, who must have consented to 
the change, was honest enough 
to accept responsibility for that 
and his subsequent errors. 

Hill had also expressed con- 
cern about the reliability of Re- 
nault's engines, to the apparent 
embarrassment of his bosses and 
irritation of their French partners, 
who pointedly remarked that 
their product had functioned 
without problem on Sunday. 

The pressure on H3I may well 
intensify. Schumacher is testing 
a new nose on the Ferrari tins 
week and it could be used in 
Montreal on Sunday week. He 
has insisted all along that the 
Ferrari would not be capable of 
competing consistently for wins 
until mid-season and the Ca- 
nadian Grand Prix completes 
the first half of the champi- 
onship. 

Schumacher has fashioned 
Ferrari’s campaign to his own 
liking, to his own tried and 
trusted pattern. The team, hav- 
ing invested $25m (£16m) a 
year for his services, have will- 
ingly gone along with his de- 
mands fora concentrated effort 
on their No 1 driver. He has also 
revealed a human side that 
many suspected was not there. 


showing a genuine interest in the 
work of the humblest test me- 
chanic and joining in im- 
promptu games of football 
during breaks. 

His signing was greeted cool- 
ly by Italians and he, in turn, 
made no attempt to woo their 
hearts with empty expressions 
of affection. It is not in his na- 
ture. He preferred to earn the 
respect and support of the tifosi 
through his performances on 
the track. 

He made his derisive move 
in last year’s championship by 
winning here and Hill was nev- 
er able to respond. Schumach- 
er, too, is content to go along 
with the opinion that he could 
be heading for the title again. 
“Yes, I think I can win it," he 
said. “The championship is 
open and there is still a long way 
to go. The next two races will 
be very important." Just what 

TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

26,000 

I The nurriber of season tick- 
ets that MJdctfasbraugh haw 
sold for next season. The ear- 
ly sell-out mayprampttrie 
Premiership dub to fill in frw 
comets atthe Riverside Sta- 
dium toincrease capacity tp 
35,000. 



SB 


At the end of the first lap, I wasn’t able 
to see anything at all. Visibility was nil 


I was extremely disappointed 
with my performance in 
Spain - ana a little bit cross. 
Tne car bad been so brilliant 
during the warm-up, when it 
was wet But between that 30- 
minute practice session on 
Sunday morning and the race 
itself, the conditions deteri- 
orated considerably. 

The set-up, which had 
worked so well on my Roth- 
mans-Williams-Renault in 
the morning, made it almost 
impossible to stay on the 
track, and eventually I didn’t 
Twice I left the road before 
going off for good, and I’ve 
got no one to blame but my- 
se If. I can only put it down to 
experience. 

I pride myself on being able 
to drive in all conditions. In 
Monaco I was the rain mas- 
ter, but in Spain I was the spin 
master. A good opportunity 
to extend my lead in the 
championship was lost. 

While sitting on the grid, I 
made my feelings known to 
the team that the race should 
start under the safety car, a 
situation which would at least 
get the race under way while 
we cruised round behind the 
official car. 

The conditions were ex- 
tremely hazardous and the 
problem was that there was 
no let up. It’s difficult to 
know what to do in a situa- 
tion like that. You can’t run 


an entire] 
control of the safety car - the 
race has to start sometime. 
But when? If anything, the 
rain came down even harder 
not long after the start 

I got off the line OK, but 
then I let the engine revs drop 
too much. I didn’t get enough 
acceleration and two cars 
went past me. I was in trou- 
ble from then on. 

At the end of the first lap, 
I wasn’t able to see anything 
at all. As we went down the 
main straight, I couldn’t see 
the car in front, I couldn’t 
see the car behind and I 
didn’t see any yellow flags 
warning that there was trou- 
ble. ahead. 

I suddenly noticed a car 
parked on the right-hand 
side of the track, and mo- 
ments later, I saw a couple of 
cars on the left with marshals 
working on them. When I 
reached that point, I was no 
more than 100 yards away 
from the hazard. 

At the speeds we were do- 
ing, visibility was more or less 
nil. Three laps into the race, 
I had already thrown away 
two of the rip-offs from my vi- 
sor because of the sheer 
quantity of water that was get- 
ting in everywhere and mak- 
ing it impossible to see. The 
conditions on Sunday were as. 
bad as any thing I’ve driven in. 
But by this stage, I was sira- 



DAMON HILL 


ply struggling to keep the car 
on the road. 

I had two or three incidents 
where I more or less lost my 
braking point going into a cor- 
ner. The rear of the car 
locked up and I slid on to the 
gravel trap. On two occasions 
I managed to get away with 
it. I was not so lucky on the 
third. 

Coming into the pit 
straight, Ihad started to ac- 
celerate when I just lost it. It’s 
quite quick at that goim - 
even in the rain - and I found 
myself heading towards the 
same place where Heinz- 
HaraJd Frentzen suffered a 
massive accident during the 
warm-up. 

I was bracing myself for a 
hefty impact with the con- 
crete wall, but luckily the car 


didn’t go in that hard. Even 
so, there was no way I could 
continue. 

In some ways, I was quite 
relieved to get out of the car 
because of the treacherous 
conditions. But deep down, I 
was very disappointed not to 
have been competitive, par- 
ticularly after the way things 
had gone during practice. 

I was really pleased with 
oar progress during the week- 
end, and all the signs were 
good. Barcelona was a circuit 
which really gave iis a chance 
to exploit the potential of the 
car and I bad quite a healthy 
advantage. 

Looking back on it now, my 
performance in the warm-up 
made me believe I had every- 
thing right for the race. How- 
ever, it became rapidly 
apparent in the first few laps 
that conditions were appre- 
ciabfy worse and the car had 
not been adapted enough for 
these conditions. It was like 
driving through a three-mile 
long car wash. 

The rain was falling as 
hard as it could, and even 20 
cars going around the track 
weren’t clearing any of it 
^way. Visibility was diabolical. 

There's no point in eetrine 



r, — «MU UM 13 that 

I've posted two retirements in 
a row and that has been a set- 
back to my championship at- 


tack. I still have a 17-j 
margin as we head tow 
the half-way point of thi 
race season. 

After Jacques Villenc 
my team-mate, had an ei 
failure during qualifyit 
was asked by the press a 
Renault’s performanc 
didn't deny that the F 
m ans-Wi 11 iams- Renault I 
were concerned about 
questions of reliability 
performance. Naturally, e 
one is very concerned a 
that 

Renault is well aware c 
situation and is fighting ; 
to give us some more 
fonnance, particularly fo 
next race in Canada. 1 1 
every confidence in then 
ingable to step up to the i 
tenge. 

Montreal is a track w 
horsepower really cot 
even more so this veai 
cause they have removec 
of the chicanes, and thai 
F a . straight even lo 

for 1996, but returns the 
cuit to Us pre-1994 la 
which will benefit the i 
powerful cars. 

Jacques finished thir 
Sunday and I'm sure he' 
on peak form in Montnii 
nis home race. I’ve n 
won the Canadian G. 
Pnx, but this year I n " 
looking to set that rii 

Cofxrigfu Damon 
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Tuf nell turns the 
tide for Middlesex 


Cricket 


V 


HENRY BLO FELD 
reports from Lord's 
Middlesex 447 & 171-4 dec 
Vtxkshire 275 & 322 
{ Middlesex van by 21 runs) 


When this fascinating last day 
ended. Yorkshire may quite 
reasonably have felt that 10 
minutes of rain had cost them 
the victory which would have 
taken them to the top of the 
Championship table. With 19 
overs left, they needed 89 to win 
and Mkhaei’Bcvan and Craig 
White had already put on 90 in 
20 overs. 

It was then that the rain in- 
tervened, and when the players 


came out again Yorkshire now 
had 16 overs to score 89. 

A hoid-up like this can so 
easily break concentration. And 
after Bevan had scored five off 
Angus Fraser’s first three balls 
White pulled the fourth high to 
deep square leg. 

Bevan went on to reach a 
delightful hundred two overs 
later, and Richard Blakey set- 
tled in well. The target became 
66 from the last 10 overs and 
when, in tbc second of these, 
Blakey swept Phillip Tufnell 
for six and four Yorkshire were 
back on course. 

WhQe Tufnell was bowling 
from the Nursery End, Fraser 
was in operation at the Pavilion 
End. He was bowling round the 
wicket to the left-handed Bevan, 


Cork denies Surrey 


ROUND-UP 




England's Dominic Cork frus- 
trated Surrey at The Oval yes- 
terday to cam Derbyshire an 
unlikely draw and 10' valuable 
Championship points. 

An unbroken last-wicket stand 
of 74. lasting S7 minutes, between 
Cork (S2) and the injured ftml 
AJdrcd (7) pulled Derbyshire 
back from the brink at 172 for 9 
to end 246 for 9 after they had 
been set 354 to win. Surrey were 
not helped by the loss of Martin 
BicknelL By tea be had taken 5 
for 17 in nine overs but a groin 
injury prevented him resuming. 

Surrey had batted on for al- 
most 90 minutes as they took 
their overnight score from 199 
for 2 to 345 lor 3 declared. They 
had to do this without their cap- 
tain. Alec Stewart, who was with 
his wife in hospital where die 
had gone for tests the night be- 
fore. The run-making was left 
to Hnllioakc (71 no) and Ally 
Brown (56nn). Stewart rejoined 
the frav after lunch. 


Britannic Assuranca 
v - County Championship 

ffiruf d ay of fouri 

Lancashire v Gtoucestarahlra 
OLDTRAFFORD: Lancashire (XOpts) 
drew with Gloucestershire pj- 

G'oucesroraWre non toss 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE - First hirings 
270 iM W AiTevne 96. R C Russel! 60; 
S Bwotfiy 4-S0i. 

LANCASHIRE- First tunings 
(Saturday: 282 for 7> 

5 Ehuofthy net out 21 

laCfnpple c Oaus b Walsh 9 

P J Mann c Svmonds a Smitn .... .22 

G Kretf, not out .. 6 

Extras Ib5ia3 n&Br 14 

Total (for 9, 128 oven) 335 

Fad (cont): 8 - 2 Sr 9-314. 

Score at 120 overs: 319 far 9. 
Bowfing v.'jisn 31 ■ 10-59-2; Srrvsi 26- 
7-93-1: Mfrjro 14-6-24-1: Bail 19 . 5 . 
54-1. Devs 35- 12-93-4; Trainer 
10 40. 

Umpires: D J Corstarft and K J Itons. 

Middlesex v Yorkshire 
LORD'S: Mdriesex(24pts) beat Vbrfc- 
sMre (4) by 21 nets. 

no" less 

MIDDLESEX - First Innings 447 <M 

R Ranprauash 134. J D Carr 94\ 
YORKSHIRE - First tarings 275 P J 
Ha-lto 1 .' S 8 -" ; D rellctt 5-99.. 
MDOLESEX- Second tarings 171 for 

4 dec iK R BrCAH 60no. M R Hjrr- 
3-atash 6 *rai 

VDRXSHRE - Second tarings 

•Satu’dav: 14 to O' 

4 UrGraSi 15* P Fay 12 

V ° Vjl'^13" P 67 

*2 Bvas Q Foi'e3 33 

V u SevAr ; Browfi 5 FTlse' .. .107 

C mHi» c Hamsc * 1 a Frsuer 39 

■R J 3ji t?i c Pc-: ?; t 19 

3 : nxfey c Rans^-azf 

tjTt/rei 12 

, 0 c ftvjir. b Frase* 10 

I* ' C Vans P Tufrdi 3 

t £ S.V.ervwoi io: cur 0 

R D Srerro rui out ...0 

Extras 'S3 .013 rtj4 20 

Total (9942 overs) 322 

FoB: 1-14 2-71 3-165 4-260 5194 

6 294 7-310 8-322 9-322. 

Bowling: Frasp: 29.2- 7-92 -3: Fa!l«T 
10 2-32-1: Fay 11-2-51-1: Tufnell 
43-13-106-4; v«eo«'&s 6-2-25-0. 
Umpires: J C Batiersane and a A Jcrres. 


The Worcestershire captain, 
Tom Moody, completed his sec- 
ond Championship century of 
the season with an unbeaten 138 
in a rain-ruined draw with 
Hampshire at New Road. 

An 80-minute hold-up after 
lunch disrupted any plans for a 
declaration, although Moody 
could have pulled out at that 
stage and set the visitors a tar- 
get at around six runs an over. 
Instead. Worcestershire batted 
on between the showers, ex- 
tending their lead to 326 as 
Moody and fourth- wicket part- 
ner Reuben Spiring (82) put on 
159 towards a total of 288 for 4. 

Heavy rain also ruined any 
hopes of a result in Nottingham- 
shire's matdi against Durham at 
Trent Bridge - although the 
game was drifting towards a 
draw when the rain intervened. 

Play was abandoned at 
4_30pin. Nottinghamshire could 
draw satisfaction from turning 
the game round after being 
forced to follow-on 186 runs be- 
hind. They- finished on 40S for 
3. 222 runs in front. 


who was taking every opportu- 
nity to cut him. The snot had 
brought him good runs and he 
had played and missed a time 
or two as well. 

Fraser showed his experi- 
ence and skill and bowled one 
a fraction too far up for the cut 
and slightly too dose to the 
baLsman as well. Bevan went for 
the stroke and was caught be- 
hind, and when Blakey was 
brilliantly caught low down by 
Jason Ptoky at deep square leg 
off Tufnell in the next over the 
Yorkshire challenge was effect- 
ively over. 

£ut the lower order contin- 
ued the chose and perished. 
Peter Hartley swung Tufnell to 
deep square leg, and Alexander 
Morris came down the pitch to 
Tufnell, hesitated and was 
bowled. With two overs left, 
Darren Gough, who should 
have been thinking of the three 
points a draw would have given 
Yorkshire, holed out at long-on. 
Then. Mike Gatting rounded 
tiling off for Middlesex next 
ball by throwing out Richard 
Stemp from cover. 

At the start of the day, York- 
shire needed another 330 and 
made a bad start when Anthony 
McGrath was leg before, shuf- 
fling across his stumps to the 
second ball of the morning. 
The only other wicket to oil 
before lunch was that of David 
Bvas, who was bowled playing 
across the line at David Foilett. 

The afternoon saw the de- 
parture of Michael Vaughan, 
who had defended stoutly for 65 
overs while scoring 67. By then, 
Bevan, the most charming of 
batsmen with a felicitous touch 
which seems to be the pre- 
rogative of most left-handers, 
was looking in excellent touch. 

He is a lovely, concise, 
stroke-maker with a style which 
is completely unfussy and based 
on his fast and precise footwork. 
His partnership with While so 
neaiiy saw Yorkshire home if 
onlv it had not been for the rain. 
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Nortbants v Warwickshire 

NORTHAMPTON: Warwickshire 


nine wickets. 
lUarAfctetore won toss 
NORIHAMPTONSHBtE-Fbst tarings 
314 iR J Warren 78. D J Cape! 57. K 
M Curran 55: D A Reeve 5-37). 
WhflWICXSHRE- Ffest hmtags 447 (A 
J Moles 164. S M Pollodi 107. CEL 
Ambrose 5-621. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE - Second In- 
rings 

< Saturday: 148 far 7> 

A L Penberttiy c Piper 0 Pollack ....43 

iD Ripley not out 35 

CEL Ambrose c Finney b Smith ...3 

J P Taylor b Pollock 3 

Extras ib5 Ibl nbl4i 20 

total (664. oversl ...174 

FaB (cont): 8 159 9 166. 

Sowflng Polfac* 22 . 1 -4-49-3: Small 

2-0-3-1: VVe'cM 15-4-46-2: Reeve 7- 
2-21-0; Brown 8-2-29-1: Smitn 12-4- 
20 - 2 . 

WARWICKSHIRE- Second Imitags 

A J Moles c Mcntgomene b Bailey ..5 

Vi G hnan not out 32 

D P Ostler rw: out 6 

Extras iblt 1 

Total (for 1. 65 overs) 44 

Frit 119. 

DM not bat: T L Pen rev. *D A Reeve. 
S M Pollock. D R Brown. N M h Smitn. 
G Welch. *K J Piper. G C Small. 
Bowing: Ambrose 1 - 0 - 6 - 0 : Taylor 2- 

0-60; Roberts 2-0-19-0: Bailey 1.5- 
0-10 1 . 

Umpires: A Cfaican and T E Testy. 

Nottinghamshire v Durham 
TRENT BRIDGE: Nocttaghamshire 
(7pts) drew wRh Durban fill 

Acrtn^harrsh re *vwi toss 

DURHAM - First tarings 455 'D - 

Brerftiron 130. S L Campbell 118; k P 
Evans 4-68K 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE - First tarings 

269 iS J £ Bro-xn 5- 70'. 

Second tarings 
iSaiunfa-.: 211 toOi 

P R Pollard b Brown 64 

R T Robinson c Campbell 

b Boiling 1B4 

G F Archer not out 85 

*P Johnson c Collmgv.ood b Bailing 7 

C L Caims no: an: 34 

Extras 'D3 ibl3 nblSi 34 

Total [for 3, 120 own) 408 

Fat: 1-214 2-294 3-316. 

DM not bat: C M TbUev- MV M Noon, 
h P Evans. M N Bowen. R A Pick. J A 
Aftcra. 

Bonding: Brawn 244-71-1: Bens 15- 
0-79-0: Wood 21-4-67-0: Baling 33- 
6-81-2; Callmgivoad 23-3-76-0: 
Bainhraj£» 4-0-19-0. 

Umpires: R Julian and B J Meyer. 

Surrey v Derbyshire 

THE OUUj Surrey PDpts) drew with 

Derbyshire (10). 

Dertystua non rose 
SURREY- First tarings 477 iG P Thor- 
pe 185. A J Halioahe 72. A J Stewart 
53. M A Butcher 521. 

□ER 8 YSHRE - Fast taring* 489 iK J 
Barnett 94. C M Weils 82, 0 M Jones 
76, J E Owen 54>. 


SURREY - Second taring 
(Saturday: 199 tor 2) 

A J Stewart ret not out 47 

G P Thorpe tow b Barnett 68 

A D Brown not out _56 

A J HoHnata not out 71 

Extras (b4 Ibl r*2> 7 

Tbtal (Tmv 3 dec. 6&3 ovnrs) .345 

Foil (coni}: 3-213. 

DM not bet: C C Lewis. B P Julian. tG 
J Kersey. M P Brcknefl. R M Pearson. 
Bowtta£ Malcolm 11-2 39-0: Cork 10- 

1- 40-1: Hams 14-2-68-0: Barnett 17- 
0-99-2: Aldred 4.4-0-43-0; Jones 
63-0-23-0; Rodins 2-0-35-0: Ad 3 ms 1- 
0-3-0. 

DERBVStffiE - Second Innings 
K J Barnett c Brown b M P Btcknell ...0 

A S Rollins tow b Ffaarson .21 

C J Adams c Butcher b Julian 42 

•D M Jones tow b Julian 10 

J E Owen c Butcher b M P Bcknell .U 

»KM Krt4enbMPBiclireM] 9 

D G Cork nor out _...82 

A J Hams b M P Bicknell 0 

D E Malcolm c Butcher 

b M P Bcknell 4 

C M Wells c HoUoafce b Julian 28 

P Aldred not out 7 

Extras Ub5 wl nb26l 32 

fatal (for a 65 orers) 246 

Fait 10 2-57 3^1 4-86 5-107 6-110 
7-110 8-124 9172. 

Bowting M P Bickned 92-17-5; Lews 
15-3-61 0: Parson 15-5-41-L Julian 
13-5-93-3; Hoffoake 6-0-25^; D J Bek- 
neil 1 -0-4-0: Thorpe 1 - 1-0-0. 

Umpires: N T Ptews and P Wiltev- 

Wore — te reh lre v Hampshire 
WORCESTER Worc e stershire Opts) 
drew with H a mpshire p). 

Hamps/iue won icss 

WORCESTERSHRE - Fbst tarings 431 
.K R Sccrmit 144. G A Hck 123i. 
HAMPSHRE - Ftart tarings 393 for 7 
dec i A M Aymes lOOno, J P Sleohen- 
son 74. G W White 66 . S D Udal 50noi . 
WORCESIERSHRE - Second tarings 

"SatUltov 75 tor 2' 

G A Hck c White b Connor 44 

*T M Moody rot out 133 

h R Spiring run out S2 

D A UKimeniaie nor out 3 

Extras i 06 104 w2 nb2» 14 

fatal (for 4 dec, 85 om) .288 

FOB (cont): 3-122. A 281. 

Did not bat *S J Rhodes. S R Lampm. 
P J Newport. H K OlmgMWIh. A Sherrvar. 
Bowflng: Connor 16-3-48-3; Banll 15- 

2- 590: James 545-21-0: Stephenson 11 - 
4-35 0; Udal 23-5-67-0: Whitaker 
15-2-48-0. 

Umpires: B Dud lesion and M J Kitchen. 

Tetley’s Challenge Series 

tKnal cfj> at three i 

Leicestershire v India 
LEICESTER: Match abandoned as a 
draw. 

MDM - First tarings 305 for 3 dec |M 

AauiudOin lllno. V Ramore 71. R 
Drawn 58rol. 

LEKESIERStflRE- Fnt tarings 3U for 

5 dec (A Hatxb 90. D L Maddy 61. P V 
5mrois 58. V J Wells 52l. 

MDIA- Second tarings 
i Overnight: 123 tor 2i 

S V Manirakar not out —.65 

P Oavd tow 0 Bnmson 12 

*M A^arjdcnn ret tan 72 

S Josh) not out - 4 

Extras 'D4 toll - 5 

fatal (for 3 dec, 76 wars) - .. 27 3 



MchaeJ Vaugharfs measured innings yesterday gave Yorkshire a platform which their tad wasted 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Impressive Pollock takes the plaudits 


MICHAEL AUSTIN 


reports from Northampton 
Northamptonshire 314 & 174 
Warwickshire 447 & 44-1 
(Warwickshire win by 9 wickets) 


This season has not exactly 
been a picnic for the Bears. 
Down in the Midlands back- 
woods, they've sure had a big 
surprise. But matching the stan- 
dards of five titles in the past two 
summers would tax even the 
richest in playing Lerms. 

Unpopular they remain, be- 
cause of their success and 
maybe because of their captain. 


Fan (cont): 3-136. 

DM not bat A Kumble. J Snnath, S A 
An kola. P Mhambrey. Venkatapathy 
Rau. 

BowEng Mdlns 7-0-20-0; Weils 4-1-9- 
0: Williamson 17-4-63-0; Pierson 22- 

3- 81-1; Bnm&on 22-3-80-2; Maddy 

4- 1-15-0. 

Unvbes: H D Bud and G Sharp. 

Championship table 


p w 


Kant 1181 5 

Yorkshire ( 8 ) ...5 

tries 1 7) .4 

Essex |5) 4 

Somerset (9).. ..4 
Derbyshire 1 14| 5 
Warwicks ill ....4 
MMriesex l2) ..4 

Gtoocs «6i 4 1 

Hampahbo (13< 4 1 
Durham (17i ....5 
Gtonoipn I16'4 

Surrey il2< 4 

Sussex 1 15i 4 

Lancashire i-ii.A 

Notts I Hi 4 

Northants :3« ..4 


Worcs HO) 4 0 


D Bat Burt Tot 
2 12 15 B1 
17 13 68 

14 13 65 

15 13 63 
9 16 63 

19 15 59 

8 15 58 
5 15 52 

9 14 48 
11 13 46 
10 20 39 
15 5 39 

13 13 38 

7 7 33 

10 13 32 
9 13 31 

14 8 25 
5 13 24 


• 1995 poHorc m brackets 

Other match 

i Second day c t three; LLO today i 

Oxford Unhr v Glamorgan 

THE PARKS: Oxford Uriverrit* with 
five first-tarings wickets stanefing. are 
307 nuns behind Glamorgan. 

Ciiworgan won toss 
GLAMORGAN - First tarings 304 tor 
6 dec iG P Butcher 83. R D B Croft 71, 
A w Evans 56 no. A J Dalton lTi. 
OBCTORD UNIVERSITY - First tarings 
i Saturday: 26 far Q) 

rj N BatT/ c Shan b Henonck 51 

*C M Gupte not out 97 

G Khan d Butoher 11 

H S Malik c Coney b Croft 19 

M E D Jarrert c Kendnck b Craft 1 

W S Kendall c Shaw b Kendnck 4 

M wagh nor out 2 

Extras i'b3 nhSi 11 

fatal (for 5. 72 oven) 196 

Fait 1-107 2 - 122 3- 159 4- 165 5- 194. 
fa bob R B Thomson. S P Du Preev. D 
P Mamet. C G R Lightfoot. 

Bowling (to date): Thomas 20-2-49-0; 
Rarkjn 8-1-30-0: Kendnck 16-5-45-2: 
Daves 6-3^ 130: Butcher 5-1-16-1: Croft 
15-5-32-2; Dale 2 -0-3-0. 

Umpires: J D Bond and J F Slcele 

Starting today 

MMOR COUNTIES CHAMPtOHSMP 
(first day of two: ULO start): Nestom 

Cheshire v Orforttshre. Barrow: Cum- 
berland v Buckinghamshire. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

WTERNATIOWU. MATCHES 
Netherlands v Rep of Ireland (7-30) 

i or Fwerocri sradiur’. Rwafoami 

Garosnyv Uec h tenst e le (BJtO) 

ijt Carl Bero SOSuir. fttanrirem 1 

Other sports 

BOX IN G: Seperrwiddle wligit beet Henr, 
Wharton iGSi w SMbarw liara (Fn. 
SPEEDWAY! Ccmterenw LcaRue: Rvde HUe 
c it \KiffC' i Ewter 1 7. 15*. 


Weather forces Gupte to wait 


Glamorgan 304-6 dec 
Oxford Univ 196-5 


Oxford University's Chinmay 
Gupte just failed to beat the 
cluck in his race to score a cen- 
tury against Glamorgan in u 
rain-affected day at the Parks 
yesterday. 

Rain caused a stoppage of 
two hours and 20 minutes after 
lunch and Oxford's captain, 
who hit an unbeaten 1 13 against 
Durham, ended the day on 97. 
with hts team on 1% for 5. 

Resuming at 26 without loss 
m reply to Glamorgan's 304 for 
6 dedanjd Gupte and John Bat- 


ty were untroubled by ineffec- 
tive bovsiing and scored at a rate 
of a run a minute in a stand of 
107. 

Gupte was first to a half- 
century which contained half a 
dozen' boundaries and Baity 
made the partnership worth 
LOO with a cut for two off Neil 
Kendrick 

The stand-in opener com- 
pleted his balf-ccnlury with a 
sweep for two also off Kendrick, 
but m the same over he was 
caught at the wicket for 51. 

The other wicket to fall be- 
fore lunch was Gul Khan, 
whose form was well known to 
Glamorgan. He hit 147 off 
them in a Benson and Hedges 


match, but after scoring II he 
dragged a ball from Gary 
Butcher on to his slumps. 

Oxford lost Hasnuin Malik. 
Mike Jarrell and Will Kendall 
after the long hold-up as they 
attempted to force the pace, 
and inc chief interest was 
whether Gupte would com- 
plete his Centura before the 
close. 

■ Lancashire are on course for 
a Benson and Hedges Cup 
semi-final sell -out against York- 
shire at Old Trofford next Tues- 
day. More than 7.500 tickets - 
which only went on sale on 
Thursday - have been sold, 
while Yorkshire arc confident of 
selling aD their 3.750 allocation. 


Denuot Reeve, with his un- 
orthodox tactics. 

But he is a winner. So are 
Warwickshire, as they were 
again yesterday. A 24-point 
maximum rocketed the cham- 
pions up the table after a match 
that gamed Shaun Pollock - 
their new all-rounder from 
South Africa - just about uni- 
versal applause from North- 
amptonshire. Their players rat- 
ed him highly, as a maiden 
first-class century maker, as 
well as a quick bowler, fiery as 
his name hair. 

When Dominic Ostler on- 
drove Robert Bailey’s off- 
break to win tbe match with 


BasabaB 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Cheap WMa Sox 4 
Detroit 2 ; Qnca 0 j While Sat 13 Detroit 5; 
Toronto 5 Kansas City 7; Mnautee 6 Oe*e- 
laid 11: Tens 5 Mimesota & CaMomta 1 
Baftxnare 14; Oakland 4 Nm York Yankees 
11; Seattle 3 Boston X. 

Eastern OMskxt 



W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Net* Ytoffc _.. 

.. 31 

21 

.596 


BaHbnani 

...29 

23 

.558 

2 

Toronto 

...25 

30 

.455 

7«o 

Boston 

■22 

32 

.407 

10 

Detroit 

...13 

43 

.232 

20 

Central DMalon 




Clevelraid.... 

.46 

18 

.667 

- 

CMcego 

..44 

20 

.630 

2 

Minnesota .. 

...25 

28 

.472 

lD>a 

Milwaukee .. 

...24 

29 

.453 

11 to 

Kansas CJty 

...25 

31 

.446 

12 

Westera Dfarishm 




Texas 

..44 

21 

.618 

- 

Seattle.. 

-29 

25 

.537 

da 

CatrfonUa 

.. 37 

27 

.500 

6 >o 

Oakland 

...24 

30 

.444 

9Va 


NM10NM. LEAGUE: Montreal 1 San Fiancees 
8-. Pinuxfctohu 4 Son OeiD 8 (U ireegiuPWS- 

huijv 5 Cokxaao S New ^ a* Mbo 0 tas Areste 

1: Si Loua 2 Houston ft Ftonda 3 dneoff) Cubs 
2: Cmomon 3 Aroma 6 . 


Eastern Division 





w 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Atlanta 

.36 

18 

.667 

- 

Montreal .... 

32 

24 

.571 

5 

Fkrida 

.28 

28 

.500 

9 

PMwMpMa... 

..27 

27 

.500 

9 

New York 

.23 

31 

.426 

13 

Central DMskm 




Houston 

..37 

30 

.474 

— 

St louts 

..26 

29 

.473 

- 

Chicago 

23 

32 

.418 

3 

Ctochutatt . . 

20 

29 

.403 

3 

MtUtojJi ... 

..22 

33 

.400 

4 

Western DMalon 




San Diego 

.35 

21 

.625 

- 

Loo Angeles.. 

20 

27 

526 

5*.a 

San Francisco 

* 27 

27 

500 

7 

Colorado 

.26 

26 

.500 

7 

Basketball 





NBA Wsstsro Confnenca Duals: 

Seaiuo 90 Utah 86 1 Seaffle win test-of-sewn 
3ine; 4 3and*iJloto> Ctvcagp tn H3A finafi. 

Cricket 

AUSTRALIAN SQUAD (for foor nation tour- 
un met tn Sri Uaita, In August and Sep- 
tonbei): M Tailor iC 3 pu. n Heaty. M Bevan, 
D Fletning. J Cdicsom. S Law. G McGrath. B 
Pommg. p Row. M saw. S Wane. M kVa^L 
S Wauch 

CycHng 

TOUR OF nMUT Stags 16 lUOMn. ham Aosta. 
Rahr, to Lmanael: 1 4 Gontchenka- HJkn 
Posuno air arnwi jtfcec; a H muuden (Son) 
Ftefn * rOoer: 3 F Puttmi IS*n Rctn it 4 F 
CjsafrtnOr if Soeco * 1G8: S D Zonstc ittl 
AW si. OMnDrtMtaexiv 18 MaSsK 1 
P Tonkni iRusi Parana 73tn limn 34secc a P 
Ufrumov iLar.vi) Rosfcmo *305cc: 3 E Zama 
iiriCaitera *38. 

DAUPHBiE UBERE RACE Hret (tags ca27Vm 

ftwn Me^pvp': 1 A nasutSa llAtii PeotCoano 
5nr 31mm 15«ic: a F Mnneossm IFri GAN 

♦ 4mm i 2 *c 3 J-C Coun ifti A^geHa Omoe 
oil it Arena s tufflnf 1 a namutc antii 
PCataxj 5hr35«mn43MC:aCBoan»naniCBl 
GAN * 2 mm 40%c. 3 L Brochanl IFri Festma 

♦ 3:5L 

Equestrianism 

Karen Dixon, who is on the Olympic 
Three-Day Event short-list, cracked her 
shoulder Watte while competing at 
Maisons Laffrne in Fiance at the week- 
end. She win be having therapy and is 
hoping to ride Too Smart when the 
Olympic contendere have their final run 
a; Hanpury. Gloucestershire, at the end 
of tins month. 

USBON NATIONS CUP SHOW 
NaUans C« 1 Great Bmam B tauts ixre i 
Fi fvnoeff. 119 57 «cj; 3 fiaroS ixn rijurto- 
<*. 12J.1&. aSmtsAmd 2a 4 4«nua 3375: 
S Brioum 36. 8 Portugal 44. OB ■cores: CaOv 
Ken id IN Ejwjuwi eeatt, 9 faufc; Saffat IG 
Goosero 12. tear. Tiptoe U Fra»n 4. dean Toeo 
Sttu s Eon fT StDcuolei clear, A 

Football 

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER: Nro T*KNe* Mr- 
an. 1 Dabs a VVashstjjon DC 3 Cdoiado 2 
ttMOt-OUJ. 

WORth CUP OUAUtaMO MATCHES sooth 
Amrion Zook IUh, Pen* Pau 0 Cotom- 
MO Pa**, VttftVcresraUl ChtoL{M«»- 
MwWso): Pcngfiay 2 Uiuoar 0. Caotral 
Arasricsn Zona (BrtbsJ: Bscb 1 Panama X 
SUMMITS IATC RESULTS; WoM Cap Gnup 
Threw: Nonray 5 Aveiteqar a Creep She 
lueKUu'il 6 Malta O troop Sevan: Sal 
ttarro O Wales 5 (MeMe 2a Hu 0 K 32. 43. 
CiQ*; bD, PanbnlgBSSl. Couth Anreilow Zona: 
EcuaCKir O ArpwWta 2. 

Golf 

MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT OMrfMdVMaga, 

ta A, fliJnl | ..rthir - — - .rnire * IWt ». 

htu rtriri; 27A TVtotxai 70686670.278 
D Dtsal 72 70 67 67. 378 D Fiuet ISAI 73 68 
70 67. U O'Meara 71 73 68 67. 2T9 J Hus 
ton 74 61 71 73. 280 B Fowl 74 736866; 
MtUKA 74 686969. DLorxi 7C6865 7L 
PSnnhjmW 73 66 B7 74; E Bs ISAI 7067 
68 75. 281 F 2oeSer 71 G9 70 71: S UnmIV 
67 II 71 72. 282 S StncMr 72 70 70 70. 


two sessions to spare, he fin- 
ished the task that Andy Moles 
and Pollock had begun. They 
shared a sixth-wicket partner- 
ship of 194 in 62 overs after 
Warwickshire were 118 for 5 
just before lunch on the second 
day, when following-on was a 
realistic threat. 

During Warwickshire's rush 
to victory at almost a run a ball 
yesterday, Moles fell to a catch 
at silly poml off Bailey, but there 
was no escape for Northamp- 
tonshire, who cherish hopes of 
winning the Sunday League, at 
least. Their last three wickets 
tumbled earlier for the addition 
of 26 runs. Wicketkeeper- 


batsman David Ripley had of- 
fered a reminder that he is not 
a back numberwith 35 not out. 
Tbny Penbertby was caught at 
the wicket off Pollock, who fin- 
ished with 3 for 49, Curtly Am- 
brose hoisted Neil Smith to 
deep extra cover and Pollock 
bowled Paul Taylor. 

The histrionics and fun of this 
game were over, just about Per- 
haps when they meet in the 
Benson and Hedges Cup semi- 
final next Tuesday, the verbal 
darts of last week may not re- 
sume. Doubtless the red leather 
ones, burled by Pollock, are 
those that Northamptonshire 
fear most 


Watson 

breaks 

nine-year 

drought 


Golf 


SPORTING DIGEST 


283 M Cakanecdua 72 75 71 65: l Mob 68 
70 75 70: M Bradley 72 70 70 7L F Ftn* TO 

73 68 72. 284W AuaWl 89 68 73 73: K Peny 
70 70 71 73. J Panov* (S«Bl 74 70 67 71 
SriactmL 290 A CcMait IQB) 75 69 72 74, 
296 S lyie (68) 72 74 77 73. 

US WOMEN'S OPEN (Sauthom Pinas, North 
Coraflno] Lsaifnx final Ksm [US ntai 
■tatefQ:272A SaGnsCDi(9«el 7067 8966. 
278 KTschetter 70 74 68 06. 280 P Bradfey 

74 70 67 69: J Gedda 71 89 70 70; B Bur- 
ton 70 70 69 71. 281 L Dawu (GBI 74 68 70 
69. 282C Irianart 73 73 68 69. 283 C Rar- 
«* 73 70 72 68. LNeumra (S«el 74 69 TO 
70: V Stamer 74 66 71 7ft T Greai 73 70 69 
72. 284 1 UdbacH (Peru) 70 76 68 70. 28S A 
N*hol» 74 70 74 67. 286 P Sieehan 74 71 
72 69: S Owe |W 72 TO 74 TOrCScfreyw 
74 70 70 72: M W* 71 72 70 73: M Rokirai 
70 73 69 74. 

SONYWORU3 RAIWnOS: 16 Norman lAus) 
laeSos 2 C Paan (USi lfllft 3 C Manpnm 
i Sax 9^0: « N Pneo fflml 089: 5 N FaVto (fofl 
9.0ft BEBslSAl RB4: 7 FOmptes (US) 837: 
8 M Qzahi tlap) BJBi B 6 Longer i&rl 7.69; 
10 M OMssa (USI 6m 0Owr BritM rank- 
IngK 22 S Torrance (Scot 4.B1: 30 1 Hnosnam 
•Wan 3.92; 43= i equal) 8 Lana lEngl 3.30. 

Hockey 

FOUR NATIONS TOURNAMENT (Briatram) 
Hnah Ausrrafea 3 Inrta 0. 3Wth pteec: New 
Zealand 2 South Africa 3 r 1C ivtn 5-4 apsi. 

Motorcycftng 

Heavy rain and thick mist an the Isle of 
Man forced the postponement of yes- 
terday’s 250cc kfjnvret(jK and sdecar 
TT raoes. The races vmB now cake place 
today. 

Motor racing 

Michael Andretti's choce of stickier (vies 
gave him the gnt> he needed to over- 
take AlUnser Jr and win the Mlwaukee 
200 fndyCar race In West Allis. Wis- 
consin. Andretti averaged 128.282 
miles per hour (206.444 kph) in his 


Lola Ford Cosworth, finishing 0.019sec 
ahead of U riser's Penske Mercedes- 
Benz llmor. 

Pool 

embassy' wonts s-ball champ- 
WNSHVS (MaxictMatM) SnmMfewlK Aus- 
tralia 14 Ireland 10 : Engand 14 Franca L 
Rnafc Austrata 14 Errand 12 . 

RaBying 

Ooiin McRae, the world champion, 
t hard to keep his lead on the sec- 
day of the Acropolis Rally in 
Greece as hs Subaru was slowed by 
suspension trouble. Tomml Maklnen 
forced the pace in hs Mitsubishi and 
by the end of the day McRae had his 
lead dipped to 44 seconds by the Finn 
with one day left In the Vlfortd Champ- 
ionship fourth round. 
ACR 0 P 0 USRAUy(l«lnCdMifoOMteMo- 
ond day): 1 C McRae iGB) Subaru Impress 3tv 
3S»mn Usee; 2 T Makmen (fr.) M»a*wrw Lancrr 
+44 mc 3 C Sane iSpi Ford Esonn Ooswrvi 
+ln*i 34 sbk 4 K EnkSEon (Sw« Subaru Im- 
pna *2ai;5P UamrosteoiHwiHa +3^5. 
6 BTWiy (Bell Ford Escort Ormrenh +4J4; 7 
F lob (BeO Toyota Oewa +4:55: 8 G tanet- 
sXa (to Toyota Cefra +6:07: 9A Meaemn (Hi 
Sutwu Impasa + J257: JO P Bemartm «=rt Ftrt 
Escort CosBorm +14:09. 

Rugfav League 
STATE O F OWGM 8 EWES (Sydney} Sacond 
match: New Saudi Wales 18 Qumnsbnd G 
(New South Wales von dvee-nwcfi sates 2-01. 

Rugby Union 

SCOTLAND TEAM (vfor Waikato, Now Zfi»- 
Ind, tomnow): R Shepheri (Mehrat C Joiner 
(MetaKel. S H»ssuie» wasetusn*. I Jwrfina 
(Sorting Oountyi. D Strati iBomudvruri: G 
Tm mian d INortnamstan), A NtaoT iBotri; D 
HBton (BodU. K McKonria ISOrbig Countyl. B 
Stmwt IEdnbur0i Audemeolsi. 0 Date 
'Hourgesl. 0 WMr iNeucasMl. R Wafenn«M 


Tom Watson’s nine-year title 
drought came to an end in 
Dublin, Ohio, as he shot a finai- 
round 70 to win the Memorial 
Tournament at Muirfield Vil- 
lage by two strokes. 

“God, it feels good," said 
Watson, whose last win, at ihfc 
1987 Nabisco Championship, 
was 140 tournaments ago. ii 
David Duval, who picked up 
five strokes in the last fivfc 
boles, took second in tbe £1.2zd 
event with a final-round 67. n 
The tournament host. Jack 
Nicklaus, who designed the 
Muirfield course, called Watr 
son’s victory “the most thrilling 
win in golf m the last 10 years 1 
Watson, 46, began the day 
with a one-sbot lead. He bogeyed 
the Gist bole with the kind of 
miss on a short, three-foot putt 
that has characterised his play 
over the past several years. But 
he steadied himself after lhahj 
Whtson looked to be cruising 
as be approached the 14tb hole 
holding a four-shot lead. By the 
time be looked down the find 
fairway, however, he was just 
one shot in front of Duval, whA 
was safely inside the dubhou.se. 

Watson walked up the 18 th to 
a big ovation. “If I'd had a five- 
shot lead I probably would 
have enjoyed it more than hav+ 
ing just a one-sbot lead and haft 
ing to two-putt a slick 15-foot 
putt do wnhill- " Wilson said. He 
said he was frying to leave the 
first putt short, but the bati 
rolled swiftly, straight into the 
centre of the cup. • 

■ Jose Maria Olazabal’s return 
to golf will not now be in this 
week’s English Open at the 
Forest of Arden or next week’s 
US Open in Michigan. Olaza- 
bal. who has not played a tour- 
nament since last September 
because of rheumatoid arthri- 
tis in both his feci, withdrew yes- 
terday from both events. | 


(WHsonere, capl), E Retara iBathi. I Sndttj 
( Gloucester)- ReptocanmiiraK Logon (Swing 
C»»ity), C Chalmers [MgitGei. G Armstrong 
(Newcastle), P Walton (Newcaato). T Sn " 
IWantonans). G Qbs (Cuntei. 

WORLD CUP SEVENS (Lisbon): Lisbon I 
Ctaratar-finMK Muted 7 Korea, 19: r+*( 
Zealand 45 NamOB 0 : Romerea 19 Ireland 311 
CanJde.l9*w»i26. SraMals Ireland 22 
Span 24; Korea ONewZbatm 36. Fhufc spate 
5 New Zaatand 88 . Spring Cup mrarter-finoW 
Sweden 40 Geo^a 5: Beipuni 26 Moldova Oj 
Potted 33 Lurembourg 10. Ukraine 36 Latvia 
7. Semi-finals: Poland 10 Ukraine 17. 5w‘ 
den 24 Betaum 36. Final: Utaajne 28 Befetum 
19. 


1 

Tennis [ 

FRSICH OPBH (Prate Men* stages. «euft 
round: B Kareacner iGen bt G IVANISEVH 
(Cioal 6-3 6-1 6 - 2 : M STCH (Qei) W X 
MUSTER (AUU 4-6 64 6-1 7 6 ; C PWme (Fit 
bt M RIOS (CMei 64 6- 1 6-2: M Rossef (SmI r 
HSEdbe^(Swe> 7-66-3 6-3. DotMes third 
round: YKAFELfWOvr " 

Rep) tn L LOBO tArg) 

7-6 7-5: 0 Joknsori and I 
L Bale (SA) and S Noteboom iNeOii 6-4 7-6] 
G FORGET ffW and J ftASEhiSwit) M J MJb 
ana R Renecerg (US) 6-1 6-4; j OJORhMAN 
and N KULJ1 iSwej bt S LAREAU (Cani andA 
O'BRIEN (USI 6-3 4-6 6 a: T WOO DB RIDGE 
and M WOOD FORCE (Ausl bl M FHIUP^ 
POUSSIS and P RAFTER lAus) 64 7-6. 
W onWa alnglee fourth round: C Maronw 
(SpUnACoetaeriSA) 63 &3.DmMeslMn( 
maid: M Htege iSw(| and H SiAova iCZ Rep* 
bt E Smyle (Ausl and L Wild IUS 1 7-6 6 - 2 : L 
DAVENPORT and MJ FERNANDEZ (US' WO 
Ltena IUW 1 and E Yiagvt iGer) 6-2 6 - 1 : i 
NCtvOTNA (CtRepi and A Sanchez Vtcara i^it 
bt 5-H Park (S horiond S-T Wary; (Tail &L 
6-3: N ARENDT |US) and M BonegraJ iNethij 
HVBASUN Undon>andCVIS(Neifi)64 7-5: 
K ADAMS IUSJ and M De Swartt (SA) bt Li 
RAYMOND (US' and RS7UB8S (Ausi 6-3 7-S:- 
A Fusai IFri and M Par (Aigl btJ HALARDOE, 
CUGIS and N TAUZIAt (To 6-3 3 6 8-6 K 
MCGRATH (US) and L Neiand [Lai n C MAR-j 
T1NEZ (Spi and P TARABINI iA iff 7-5 7-5. 
i ‘se e d e d players m caorafc). 



To win todays pair of tickets to England v Scotland study ttie photogranh 
above and tell us the answer to the following question: 

How many caps did Gay Imekerwin for England? 

CaH 0891 625 006 and leave year answer, with your name, address 
and daytime telephone number on the flne. 

■ fl . nMt ra reaiin w ..di — 


Tickets courtesy of 
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FA shields the 
culprits over 
plane incident 


The Football Association yes- 
terday brought the full weight 
of its slumbering bureacracy to 
hear on the case of flight CX25 1 
and the broken televisions. Al- 
ter a week’s delay, and a day's 
investigation, they cracked 
down softly on no one in par- 
ticular. 

The England team, it was an- 
nounced, had taken “collec- 
tive responsibility" for the 
alleged £5,000 of damage done 
to Cathay Pacific furniture. 
Fines have been imposed. Thus 
the likes of Peter Beardsley, 
Nick Barmby, the Neville broth- 
ers. and many others, have 
been tarnished bv association 
for vandalism which, almost 
certainly, was committed by 
someone else. 

It is an unsatisfactory solution 
- but a veiy English one. Rather 
like Form B being given a class 
detention because no-one will 
“sneak" on the kid who defaced 
a desk and the culprit will not 
own up. 

It was also an inevitable ver- 
dict. To suspend a player, on the 
brink of the country's biggest 
tournament for 30 years, was 
never going to happen. How- 
ever, fines ore. in reality, mean- 
ingless; the bulk of these players 
cam more than £5.000 a week. 
It may he that the guilty, if dis- 
covered. will be subtly pun- 
ished at a later date. It does 
happen - one player’s arrival 
into the senior squad is believed 
to have been delayed because 
of vandalism to a' hotel room 
during an under-2l tour. 

This may have been what 
Steve Double, of the FAs press 
office, meant when he said: 
“There are no plans for further 
action from the FA until after 
Euro 96. at the very IcasL" Or 
maybe it was not. this incon- 
clusive statement typified the 
EAs dithering- by taking a week 
to act they have exacerbated an 
incident which would not have 
happened if they had kept a 
closer rein on the players in the 
first place. 

.AH this assumes the FA. or 
Venables, know or ever discov- 
er who did it. Gwen the possi- 
ble penalties - Graham Kelly. 



VENABLES’ STATEMENT 


1 spent several hours both last n&tt and today 
talking to the players about allegations 
made in connection wfth last week's fS#it from 
Hong Kong to London. 

“Three of the players were very angty that 
ti»y have taken the biame publidy and with- 
out justification, they believe, for the reported 
damage on the aeroplane. They told me they were seeking 
legal advice for compensation for harm to their reputations. 

“Most of them appear to be totally unaware of any prob- 
lems on the flight until they reached their homes several 
hours after arriving at Heathrow. Indeed, it was more than 
nine hours before the Football Association was contacted 
by Cathay Pacific, despite their knowledge of the problem 
several hours earlier. 

“But today the England squad have accepted collective 
responsibility for what happened. The matter is now being 
dealt with internally - financial penalties will be imposed. 

“The players express their sincere regret for the incident 
Complaints about senior England players have been very rare 
over many years. The recent visit to Hong Kong and to China 
resulted in letters of praise from the hotels where the play- 
ers stayed and invitations to return again. 

"This afternoon, I met Graham Kelly, the FA chief execu- 
tive, and Noel White, the chairman of the FA's international 
committee, at the team hotel, it was a pre-arranged meet- 
ing to discuss several matters; 1 reported on talks with the 
players over the past 24 hours and on the type of action I 
intend to take." 


the chief executive, had 
promised firm action - no one 
is likely to have owned up. Nei- 
ther. given the dressing-room 
code of ethics, is anyone likely 
to have “grassed". 

With a week to go to the start 
of the championships it is hard 
to imagine Venables, perhaps 
with Ted Buxton, playing ine 
soft cop. hard cop routine and 
interrogating each player indi- 
vidually. 

Instead everyone is, howev- 
er slightly, tainted. The three 
players Iniked by newspapers 
with the damage, ftrul Gas- 
coigne. Robbie Fowler and 
Steve McManaman, are obvi- 
ously more tainted than most 
and McManaman last night 
acted to clear his name. 

His representatives faxed a 
raesaage to this newspaper, 
and presumably others. It was 
marked with a hand-written 
“urgent” on iL In it he referred 
to the allegations as being 
‘completely untrue” adding 
“the Football Association have 


Derby sign Laursen 


Derby County yesterday made 
their second foreign signing of 
the dose season, the Danish in- 
ternational full-back Jacob Law- 
sen. The £500,000 deal takes the 
club’s spending to £IJm after 
Ihe arrival of the Croatian Aijcsa 
Asancivic last week. Jim Smith, 
the Derby manager, had been 
chasing Laursen. who was play- 
ing for SSkeburg in Denmariv. for 
two months. 


West Ham arc confident that 
the Romanian sinker Florin 
Raduciouiu will complete a 
£2m move from Espanol. de- 
spite his denials of an approach. 
Peter Storrie, the West Ham 
managing director, said: “We 
have an option agreement with 
the club and have agreed not to 
speak to him until after Euro 96 
so he can concentrate on that." 

Leeds takeover; page 18 


acknowledged that I played no 
part in the incident." 

His concern highlights the po- 
tential seriousness of the affair. 
Reputations, once gained, are 
hard to shake offT Venables 
made the valid point that com- 
plaints about England players 
have been rare but that only em- 
phasises the damaged done by 
this one. 

It was not the way England 
would have liked to begin their 
preparations at Bisham Abbey 
yesterday - preparations which 
were sat out yesterday by Gary 
Neville and sieve Howey with a 
thjgi strain and minor Wood poi- 
soning problem respectively. 

■ Eric Hall, a football agent, 
said of the announcement Tm 
amazed. The responsibility for 
the behaviour of two or three 
people is being taken by the 
whole squad. They are all under 
the microscope. 

“The culprits involved should 
stand up. The [David] Platt's of 
this wond don’t want this on their 
cv's. I find it amazing everyone 
is being blamed. On the other 
hand it's the power and the glo- 
ry. ft's team spirit. The team wins 
together and goes through the 
bad times together.” 

Hall went on to say that, as far 
as he was aware, the punishment 
also applied to the players, in- 
cluding his client Dennis Wise, 
who missed out on selection. 
“The culprits should be repri- 
manded - and publicly," he 
said. “As for Cathay Pacific, 
they have had unbelievable pub- 
licit)' from this and they should 
pay the players involved." 
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ACROSS 

I .An attractive meadow? 

10 Pictures, of which one 
could be a gem. on railway 
(?1 

II One member entering 
could be anti source of knid 
sound? t'7| 

12 Fusses thus, with point, on 
return [2-3) 

13 Educate less than ade- 
quately in small spaces (9) 

14 Opposite of New York 

marathon, sav. is not vet 
set? (5) 

16 Pique after refs sanction 
almost gets one VIP treat- 
ment (3,6) 

15 Read dictionaries finding 
therein a dependency (9) 

19 Show disapproval or one 
could tea or vou a lesson (5) 


20 Record in game where 
snooker’s played is weQ- 
ihought-of (9) 

23 "By to get trade to accept 
river l3i (5) 

24 Cook slowly to gel hot in- 
side and appear tremulous 
(7J 

25 Unsuccessful type of or- 
chestra in Irish island? (4-3) 

26 Haircut on dole could be a 
perk? (6.7) 

DOWN 

2 A group of players, done 
playing, left (9) 

3 Wants to be noticed when 
coming up carrying daugh- 
ter (5) 

4 Article about returning 
writer’s one like sage? (5) 

5 Not doyed when chewing 
embryonic leaf (9) 


6 One short distance 1 allow 
for settler? (9) 

7 For fear of swamping one 
make this minimal (?) 

8 Station bridge needs deco- 
ration (8^5) 

9 Authorisation to adjust be- 
riming of programme? 
(9.4) 

15 Seafarer has many dials of 
unusual nature (9) 

16 Pay for massage over in 
French town to East (9) 

17 Mix drug for French stale 
in North America? (3-6) 

21 A religious leader like this 
one is not scientific? (5) 

22 Miss a day in time before 
feast? (5)* 

23 Volunteers set out showing 
sense? (5) 
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The first final, at the Parc des Princes, attracted fewer than 18,000 people 
and was completely ignored in Britain. 

Ken Jones looks at the history of the European Championships 22 




Wide-open Open: Michael Stich celebrates his victory over the deferafing champion, Thomas Muster, at Roland Garros yesterday Photograph: Reuter 

Muster left beaten but unbowed 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 

reports from Paris 

Thomas Muster says that when 
he prepares for the French 
Open, he “eats a spoonful of 
day every morning”. In planning 
for Wimbledon, where be has 
yet to win a match, he intends 
to “eat some grass”. There is 
certainly no call for humble pie. 

Although the 28-year-old 
Austrian's reign as emperor of 
Roland Garros ended yesterday, 
when he was outsmarted by 
Germany's Michael Stich in 
the fourth round, 4-6. 64, 6-1, 
7-6. his record on day courts re- 
mains a testimony to fitness and 
dedication. Going into yester- 
day's contest, Muster had lost 
only three of his previous 102 
matches on the surface. 

Conversely. S rich's advance to 
the quarter-finals says much for 
the value of taking a break from 


the tour, albeit one enforced by 
injury. Before arriving in Paris, 
the No 15 seed had only played 
two matches since March, fol- 
lowing surgery to his left ankle. 
His main reason for competing 
here was to improve his match 
fitness for Wimbledon, where he 
was the champion in 1991. 

“After Rome,” Stich said. “I 
sat down with my coach [Sven 
Groeneveld] and said: *1 don’t 
know if 1 should go to France 
and look like an idiot playing on 
the 013/. He said: ‘Listen, just 
go there and use it as practice, 
a couple of matches maybe; and 
get ready for the grass-court 
tournaments’.” 

By eliminating the favourite, 
Stich has opened the tourna- 
ment even wider and added an 
extra bounce to the steps of pre- 
dominantly attacking players 
such as himself, Pete Sampras 
and Richard Krajicek. 

Goran Ivanisevic and Stefan 
Ed berg will not be around to 


participate in the etatement In- 
stead of progressing to meet in 
the last eight, both were elimi- 
nated in straight sets. 

The fifth-seeded Ivanisevic 
was hampered by a blister on his 
left foot and also by the steady 
play of his German opponent, 
Bemd Karbacher, ranked No 56 
in the world. Karbacher won. 
6-3, 6-1, 6-1 

Edberg, who brought such 
pleasure to his last visit to the 
championships, was unable to 
extend his campaign beyond the 
passing shots of his Swiss op- 
ponent, Marc Rosset, once the 
Olympic gold medallist had 
clinched a first set tie-break. 
74. Rosset won, 7-6, 6-3, 6-3, 
finishing with his 10th ace. 

The most surprising aspect of 
the Stich-Muster match was 
that it did not stretch to a fifth 
set The defending champion 
appeared to have regained his 
verve, but was broken when 
serving for the fourth set at 


5-3. Although Muster hung on 
for the tie-break, he was unable 
to counter S rich’s confidence 
and salvaged only one point in 
the shoot-out. Stich hit 23 aces 
and 22 other unplayable serves, 
and his expertise at the net also 
helped compensate for 45 un- 
forced errors. 

“I don’t think it was his serve 
that was the problem. 7 ' Muster 
said. “I didn’t play well enough 
on my baseline game; I broke in 
the first game of the match and 
lost my serve the next minute. 
I had chances in the second set, 

I had chances in the third. My 
game was tied op and wasn't 
good enough- 1 wasn’t aggressive 
enough fro™ my footwork. That 
was the reason why he could al- 
ways come back, even when he 
was down in every set." 

Muster will take a couple of 
days to recover from his disap- 
pointment before travelling to 
London to prepare for next 
week’s Stella Artois Champi- 


onships at Queen's Club. The 
work! No 2*s progress there will 
be watched with interest. With 
only Sampras ahead of him in 
the rankings, Muster is sure to 
cause a good deal of debate ,T. 
among members of the Wim- 
bledon seeding committee. 

Stich now faces the prospect 
of meeting the unseeded French- 
man Cedric Piolioe, who will be 
backed by every voice in the 
house. Yesterday in defeating the 
ninth seed, Marcek) Rios, 64, 
6-1, 6-2, he demonstrated to the 
20-year-old Chilean how much 
there is to learn about compet- 
ing in Grand Slam tournaments. 

It will be Pioiine’s fust ap- 
pearance in the quarter-finals 
here, having been beaten by 
Russia's Andrei Cherkasov in 
the fourth round in 1992. Pio- 
line, it will be remembered, 
readied the final of the Unit- 
ed States Open in 1993, losing 
to Sampras in straight sets. 
Results, Sporting Digest, page 23 


Cup goes back to Belfry 


Golf 


TIM GLOVER 


The Ryder Cup match between 
Europe and the United States 
in 20U1 will be held at The Bel- 
fry in Sutton Coldfield, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. It will be the 
fourth time in five home match- 
es that the Brabazon course has 
hosted an event that has become 
one of the most absorbing - and 
lucrative - in sport. 

Id a pre-emptive strike that 
wifi dismay other clubs who had 
ambilions of staging the match, 
the cup committee voted unan- 
imously for The Belfry. Tfccn- 
ty-four dubs throughout 
Europe had expressed an in- 
terest and that was narrowed 
down to six although it was ef- 
fectively a one-horse race. Eu- 
rope won at The Belfry in 1985. 
igniting interest in a competition 
that bad been dominated by the 
Americans: they retained* the 
cup with a tic at the same 


venue in 1989 and lost it there 
three years ago, 15-13. 

The decision to hold the 
match at The Belfry in 1993 was 
reached after a furious argu- 
ment between the European 
Tour and the PGA. The three 
Tour representatives on the 
committee voted for Gub de 
Campo in Madrid and the three 
PGA men went for The Belfry. 
The stalemate was resolved by 
the casting vote of Lord Derby, 
the committee chairman and 
PGA president. 

The Belfry is by no means the 
finest course in Britain, let alone 
Europe, but it became the nat- 
ural choice for 2001 on the 
grounds that the PGA, which has 
its headquarters there, cele- 
brates its centenary that year. 
That was the key. Ireland, which 
has never hosted the match, will 
have to wait until 2005 at the ear- 
liest to throw its hat into the ring. 

There was also controversy 
over the selection of Nhlderra- 
raa in southern Spain for the 


h Septet 
ricdforl 


Seven clubs vied for the honour 
and Seve Ballesteros cam- 
for a public course in 


. “Mtlderrama is one of the 
most exclusive clubs in the 
world,” Ballesteros said. “I think 
it would be fatal for golf in Spain 
to send the cup to a private 
club." Since then, of course, 
Ballesteros has agreed to cap- 
tain the team in Valderrama. 

“No one can deity that The 
Belfry has staged three very 
successful matches,” Sandy 
Jones, executive director of 
the PGA, said. “With the 
propsed development and re- 
furbishment of the Brabazon 
course coupled with our cen- 
tenary in 2001, we believe Tfre 
Belfry is an ideal venue.” He 
said that “stringent demands” 
had been made on Dc Vere Ho- 
tels, owners of The Belfry, to 
improve the course. Last Sat- 
urday, Prince Andrew opened 
a £5m National Training Acad- 
emy at the Midlands complex. 


Azharuddin calms Sidhu storm 


! Cricket 


JON CULLEY 

For once, the captain under fire 
going into a Test series does no( 
wear an England sweater. 
While Michael Atherton basks 
in the glow of success after the 
Texaco Trophy Series, word has 
reached Mohammad Azharud- 
din's ears that his popularity at 
home in ihc woke of the Navjot 
Sidhu affair is not exactly soar- 
ing. In Amritsar, effigies of the 
Indian leader have been burned 
in the streets. Even Atherton 
has yet to be treated to that one. 

As India's preparation for 
Edgbasion ended in a watery 
abandonment at Leicester yes- 
terday, Azharuddin chose the 


moment to state his position in 
the wake of the “unnecessary 
controversy” caused by Sidhu's 
decision to return heme after be- 
ing dropped from the third Tex- 
aco game. He denied a story in 
circulation that he had laughed 
at the 33-year-old opener, a vet- 
eran of 36 Tests, causing Hrrp to 
he humiliated in front of his 
team-mates. In turn, he criticised 
Sidhu for announcing his re- 
tirement in bad grace. 

He said his decision to drop 
Sidhu had been token “an crick- 
eting pounds by all four mem- 
bers of the selection committee”. 

“Sidhu was informed prior to 
the game that he was being 
dropped," he added. This was in 
response to a suggestion that 
Sidhu was unaware of his omis- 


sion until he was padding up in 
the Old Trafford dressing room. 

Azharuddin said be regretted 
that so many recent retirements, 
not only among Indian players, 
had been made in sad circum- 
stances. He mentioned Ian Bo- 
tham and Desmond Haynes as 
well as Mano; Prabhakar, whose 
story is not unlike Sidliu’s in that 
his retirement followed his fall 
from grace in the Work) Clip. 

Azharuddin dismised the re- 
action at home as scarcely more 
of a hindrance than the mflH at- 
tack of tennis elbow that persua- 
ded him to leave the field after 
an 82-ball 72 at Leicester yes- 
terday, when rain reduced the 
last day to one session. 

Yorkshire collapse, 
Scoreboard, page 23 
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